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With more than  a l i t t l e  t r e p i d a t i o n  we a c c e p te d  the  
honour bestow ed  upon us by th e  Powys. S o c i e t y  and we 
are  now f u l l y  immersed in  the deep  w aters  o f  S o c i e t y  
b u s i n e s s .  Perhaps murky t e a  i s  a more a p p r o p r ia te  
term: our f i r s t  m e e t in g  w ith  the  P r e s i d e n t ,  Glen  
C a v a l i e r o ,  tooK p la c e  in  a London food  s t o r e  w here,  
f o r  th e  p r ic e  o f  a s e t  t e a ,  you can s i t  f o r  as lo n g  
as you l i k e .  He c o v e r e d  a l o t  o f  boggy ground and 
drank an ocean o f  t e a .

U n lik e  Geard, we in t e n d  n e i t h e r  t o  drown nor to  
s ta g e  a r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l ,  but we hope th a t  we can  
be o f  some u se  to  th e  S o c i e t y  in  th e  n e x t  few  y e a r s .

E n t i c i n g  new members i s  one p r i o r i t y ;  i n v o l v i n g  
p r e s e n t  members more in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  the S o c i e t y  
i s  a n o th e r .  But th e  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  our f i r s t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  o f f i c i a l  forum  
f o r  th e  exchange o f  in f o r m a t io n ,  n o t e s ,  q u e r i e s ,  
l e t t e r s ,  announcements o f  new b ook s ,  etc- and form er  
s e c r e t a r i e s  have done a f i n e  job o f  e d i t i n g  i t .  3y 
s h a r in g  th e  t a s x ,  we hope e v e n t u a l l y  to  expand th e  
N e w s le t t e r  and change i t s  form at somewhat to  a l lo w  
more s c o p e .  The s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  v e n tu r e  depends on 
our members. P l e a s e  send us m a t e r i a l ,  and i f  you  
em ulate Theodore and n o t  J . C . P . ,  we w i l l  do our b e s t  
to  p r in t  i t .  And w isn  us a s a f e  journey!



S tep h en  Manes has produced  
f o r  us g r e e t i n g  ca rd s  from  
a wood e n g r a v in g  by- 
G ertrude Mary Powys. T hese  
b e a u t i f u l  f o ld e d  Caras on 
b u ff - -c o lo u r e d  paper are  
p l a i n  i n s i d e  so can be used  
f o r  any odea, s ion *  C o n s id e r  
them f o r  Unique C hr istm as  
c a r d s .  P ro ceed s  from the  
s a l e  o f  them go to  the  
’S o c i e t y .

They are a b a rg a in  a t  £ 1 .5 0  
f o r  10 w ith  e n v e lo p e s  
(p o s t a g e  2 5 p. e x t r a ,  afty 
q u a n t i t y ) .  O b ta in a b le  from  
Stephen Powys Marks, 
H a m ilto n ' a , K ilm ersd on ,
3Jir B ath , S om erse t .

* ■ • * • * *

The fu n e r a l  s e r v i c e  o f  Lucy Pennjr was p r in t e d  f o r  
p r iv a te  d i s t r i b u t i o n  in  h er  memory. Mi* Marks i n v i t e s  
any metaber who would l i k e  a copy to  w r i t e  t o  hint a t  
tne above a d d r e s s .  A l l  o f  us who lo v e d  and r e v e r e d  
her are  g r a t e f u l  to  th e  fa m ily  f o r  t h i s  rertembranefe.

LOUDON -IEETILTG: S a tu r d a y ,  March 5 t h ,  1 9 8 8 ;ax
Liddon H ouse, S ou th  AUdley S t r e e t ,  Wl. 
a t  2 . 5 0  p.m.

SPEAKERi Kenneth Hopisins! Of D i a r i e s  aha J o u r n a ls

T his  w i l l  be an e x c i t i n g  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  hear  about  
and d i s c u s s  th e  r o l e  jo u r n a ls  and d i a r i e s  p layed  
in  the l i v e s  o f  tn e  POwyses and o f  t h e i r  a d m ir e r s .
The London m e e t in g s  have not been w e l l  a t t e n d e d  in  
the p a s t .  Mark t h i s  d a te  in  your d ia r y  and b r in g  a 
fr ie n d  I



?  •> '»■>*> •>

One o f  th e  few  p r i v i l e g e s  in com ing  
o f f i c e r s  have ( o r  tak e}  i s  t o  ask  
q u e s t i o n s ,  7/e can im agine  th e  comments 
around the v ic a r a g e  t e a  t a b l e  a t  the  
th o u g h t  o f  a " q u e s t io n n a ir e " .  Perhaps  
th e  Pow yses would a l s o  have found  
am using  th e  id e a  o f  a l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  
founded in  t h e i r  honour. N o n e th e le s s  
th e  Powys S o c i e t y  has been, in  c h e e r f u l  
e x i s t e n c e  f o r  tw en ty  y e a r s  and 
c u r r e n t l y  h as  225 members. I t  seems 
t o  u s  an a p p r o p r ia t e  time to  q u e s t io n  
how we can make membership more 
s t i m u l a t i n g  ana more e n jo y a b le ;  and 
how we can b a r t e r  f u l f i l  th e  o r i g i n a l  
aim o f  th e  S o c i e t y ,  which i s  to  
promote th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  th e  Powys f a m i l y .  
So p le a s e  su sp en d  your d i s b e l i e f  lo n g  
enough to  answ er our newcomer q u e s t io n s  
and p u l l  o u t  t h i s  m iddle sh ee t -  and r e tu r n  
t o  the  G e n e ra l  S e c r e t a r y ,  G r i f f  i h  B e a l e .



1 .  Why d id  you j o i n  th e  Powys S o c ie t y ?

2 .  Which members o f  th e  Powys fa m i ly  a re  you  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in ?

3 . Summer Weekend C onferen ce:

( a )  I f  you d o n ' t  come to  th e  y e a r l y  weekend  
c o n f e r e n c e ,  why n ot?

(b )  I f  you do come, what; changes  would you  
l i k e  to  s e e  in  the programme?

( c ) Would you be w i l l i n g  
accommodation? would 
r e s id e n c e  or a sm a ll

to  pay more f o r  b e t t e r  
you p r e f e r  a u n i v e r s i t y  
c o n fe r e n c e  h o t e l?

( a )  What o th e r  im provem ents or  changes would you  
l i k e  to  s e e  in  c o n fe r e n c e  arrangem ents?
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4 . London M e e t in g (  s  ) :

( a )  Should  th ey  c o n t in u e ?

(b )  How many p er  y e a r ?

( c )  In what form?

. I f  th e  S o c i e t y  i s  to  c o n t in u e  t o  f l o u r i s h  
we need  to  a t t r a c t  new a em o er s . Ordinary  
a d v e r t i s i n g  h as  proved e x p e n s iv e  and 

l a r g e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e .  Any s u g g e s t i o n s ?

6 .  In  yrhat ways would you l i k e  to  see  the  
Powys S o c ie t y  im proved  or changed?



The 1950 D iary  o f  John Cowper Powys h as  had s e v e r a l  
fa v o u r a b le  r e v i e w s .  The f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t s  from a 
r ev iew  in  th e  T . L .3 .  O cto b er  1 6 th ,  1907 are  
r e p r i n t e d  by p e r m is s io n  o f  th e  a u th o r ,  Dr Glen  
O a v a i ie r o ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Powys S o c i e t y .

"Jonn Cowper P o w y s . . . d i d  n o t  b e g in  to  keep  a d ia r y  
u n t i l  he was f i f t y - s e v e n .  The e n t r i e s  were con in u ed  
u n t i l  i 9 6 0 , when he was e i g h t y - e i g h t ,  and have n ot  
h i t h e r t o  been  p u b l i s h e d ,  th e  o r i g i n a l s  b e i n g -now 
lo d g ed  a t  th e  C e n tr a l  L ib ra r y  o f  W a le s . F r e d e r ic k  
D a v ie s ,  who has e d i t e d  th e  d ia r y  f o r  1950* was a c l o s e  
f r i e n d  o f  Powys ana h i s  com panion , P h y l l i 3 P l a y t e r ,  
ana w r i t e s  i n f o r m a t i v e l y  a.bout them i n  a p e r c e p t i v e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n .  . . .

P u l l  o f  comments on P ow ys's  l i t e r a r y  aims and 
s t r a t e g i e s ,  as  w e l l  a s  o f  humorous in c o n s e q u e n c e  and 
a c c o u n ts  o f  h i s  v a r io u s  v i s i t o r s  and n e ig n b o u r a ,  [jthe 
D iary]  sheds  f a r  more l i g h t  on th e  man h im s e l f  than  do 
iix3 l e t t e r s  or even th e  A u to b io g r a p h y . I t  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  
a n x i e t i e s ,  n i s  s e x u a l  and d o m e s t ic  p r e o c c u p a t io n s , h i s  
a lw ays  p r e c a r io u s  d i g e s t i o n ,  h i s  lo v e  f o r  an im a ls  and 
the n a t u r a l  w or ld ,  h i s  need f o r  s o l i t u d e ,  and h i s  
p r o fo u n d ly  p e r s o n a l  commitment to  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  
c o n te m p la t io n .  Above a l l  i t  r e v e a l s  h i s  lo v e  f o r  
P h y l l i s  P l a y t e r .  . . .  W ithout doubt i t  was she who 
e n a b le d  aim to  become th e  g r e a t  w r i t e r  he w as. Y et a t  
th e  same tim e she h e r s e l f  was f i n d i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  
adapt to  a r u s t i c ,  d o m e s t ic a te d  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  w hich she  
f e l t  u n f i t t e d ;  and th e  D ia ry  i s  a moving and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  p a in f u l  record  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  
two h i g h l y  s tr u n g  p e o p le  o f  u n u s u a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y  as th e y  t r i e d  to  accommodate th e m s e lv e s  
t o  a new way o f  l i f e .

Powys seems to  have e x p e c te d  t h a t  one day h i s  d ia r y  
would oe read cy o t h e r s .  T h is  handsome f i r s t  volume i s  
in  a l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  o f  $00 c o p i e s ;  i t s  s u c c e s s o r s  
should  c e r t a i n l y  be made more w id e ly  a v a i l a b l e ,  
w hether in  t o t a l i t y  or in  s e l e c t i o n s ,  Pow ys's  
a ch ievem en t as a w r i t e r  even  now- i s  u n d erv a lu ed ;  th e  
d i a r i e s  should  f in d  him new r e a d e r s  and w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
be o f  a b so r b in g  i n t e r e s t  to  th o s e  he has a l r e a d y . ”

The D iary  o f  John Cowaer Powys. 1950- i d i t e d  by 
P reaer icK  D a v ie s .  From G r e y m itr e ,  56 G reat ^ueen S t  
London. .vCL. £55*



CALL FOR CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

P la n s  f o r  the  1988 Weekend C o n fe ren ce  have a lr e a d y  
b eg u n . .We h e a r t i l y  i n v i t e  members to  Submit f o r  
c o n s id e r a t io n ,  p a p ers  th e y  f e e l  would be a p p r o p r ia te  
to  be p r e s e n te d  e i t h e r  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  groups or  
l e c t u r e s .  Our him i s  t o  p r e s e n t  a programme o f  
i n t e r e s t  b o th  to  t h e  " S p e c i a l i s t "  and to  th e  
" g e n e r a l i s t " .  L o o k in g  ov er  p r e v i o u s  c o n fe r e n c e  n o t e s ,  
th e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  John Cowper and ThoedOre i s  o b v io u s .  
I s  t h e r e  anyone o u t  t h e r e  w ork ing  on L le w e ly n  or  
o t h e r  members o f  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  fa m ily ?  P l e a s e  send  
s u b m is s io n s  or s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  th e  Chairman, Morine 
K r i3S d o t t i r ,  or the G e n e ra l S e c r e ta r y *  G r i f f i n  B e a le .

a—----- --    * *  —  *—.— —,—   *— ‘ *  ------------
R e t o r t  on C o n fe r e n c e  2 8 t h - 5 1 a t  August

T h is  was h e ld  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  Of E ast  A n g l ia  and was 
a t te n d e d  by 48 members. The programme opened w ith  a 
f a s c i n a t i h g  t a l k  by Roy F i s h e r  on John Cowper Powys as 
a l i t e r a r y  i n f l u e n c e .  The S a tu rd a y  morning s e s s i o n  was 
d ev o ted  to  T .F .  Powys w ith  Ian  R o b in s o n '3f A ddress On 
T .F .P .  as T h e o lo g ia n  and A r t i s t ,  which c o n ta in e d  
p a s s a g e s  from The, M a r k e t .B e l l  w hich Mr R obinson  hopes  
to  p u b l i s h .  T h is  was f o l lo w e d  by an i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l k  
by Larry M i t c h e l l  on T . F . P . ' s  fa rm in g  a c t i v i t i e s  in  
E a st  A n g l ia  in  the  1 8 9 0 ' 3 , a p a r t  o f  T h e o d o r e 's  l i f e  
t h a t  has not been  p r e v i o u s l y  r e s e a r c h e d .  On S a tu rd a y  
e v e n in g  th e r e  was a c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  th e  work o f lK en n eth  
H opains . Kenneth h as  maae a m ajor c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  
Powys s t u d i e s  ov er  th e  y e a r s  and the  r e a d i n g s ,  anosen  
by Paul R o b e r ta ,  and th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  
a d d ress  were a r i c h l y  d e se r v e d  t r i b u t e  to  a f i n e  and 
v e r s a t i l e  w r i t e r .  On Sunday m orning Marius Buhing gave  
a thought p rovok in g  t a l k  on T *F ,P . and Samuel B e c k e t t  
as modern m y s t i c s  w h i le  our new Chairman to o k  us up to  
lunch w ith  a t a l k  on th e  Eye Symbolism -of J . C . P .  The 
book s a l e  r a i s e d  £ 1 5 4 .2 5  and our thanks are a g a in  due 
t o  F r a n c is  F e a t h e r .  D uring  th e  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  we had 
the p le a s u r e  o f  Jumping i n t o  th e  M u lt iv e r s e  w ith  
C ic e ly  H i l l *  o n ly  t o  be brought back to  e a r t h  a g a in  
on Monday morning a f t e r  a memorable c o n f e r e n c e .  Out 
thanks to  a l l  who a t t e n d e d  and c o n tr ib u te d *



Copy D ate  The e d i t o r s  welcome s u b m is s io n s  a lo n g  
th e  l i n e s  o u t l i n e d  an th e  f i r s t  p a g e .  P le a s e  
subm it b e f o r e  March 1 0 th  f o r  th e  S p r in g  i s s u e .  
The N e w s l e t t e r  i s  p u b l is h e d  th r e e  t im e s  a y e a r .

The Powys S o c i e t y  E x e c u t iv e  For th e  in fo r m a t io n  
o f  new members (aria e x i s t i n g  members who can n ot  
keep up w ith  th e  d i z z y  pace o f  th e  A.G.M.) th e  
f o l l o w i n g  were e l e c t e d : -

Chairman: Morine K r i s s d o t t i r

.G eneral S e c r e ta r y :  G r i f f i n  B e a le

T r e a s u r e r  and Membership S e c r e t a r y :  Susan Rands

A d v iso r y  C o u n c il:  Tim Hyman, C i c e l y  H i l l ,  Kenneth.
H op k in s ,  M argaret B aton , B e l in d a  Humfrey, P au l  
R o b e r t s ,  S te p h e n ,M arks, Sub i S w i f t ,  M ich a e l E v e r e s t ,  
Lawrence M i t c n e l l ,  Marius Bulling , C ea r io  H e n t s c n e l .

£  £  SUBSCRIPTIONS £  £

At th e  l a s t  A.G.M. i t  was d e c id e d  u n a n im o u sly ,  i f  
r e g r e t f u l l y ,  th a t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  would have t o  be 
i n c r e a s e d  i f  the; S o c i e t y  was t o  c o n t in u e  f u n c t io n in g  
e f f e c t i v e l y .  The new r a t e s  are a s  f o l l o w s :
U n ite d  Kingdom £10 Abroad £ 1 2 .

S in c e  we are a s m a ll  s o c i e t y  w ith  l i m i t e d  funds  
co u ld  you send in  your 1986 s u b s c r i p t i o n  a s  your  
f i r s t  New Year r e s o l u t i o n  f u l f i l l e d ? .  P le a s e  send  
to  Susan Rands, T r e a s u r e r ,  V i c t o r i a  Farm,. B r a d le y  
Lane, N r. G la sto n b u ry .  S o m erse t ,  3A6 3LW by 1 s t  
J a n u a ry , 1988,

The  P o w y s  S o c i e t y
President: Clen Cavaliero

Chairman: Or. Marine Krissdottir, Goddards, Furley, Axminster, Devon EX 13 7TR
Tel: Oil) 488 303

General Secretary: Griffin Seaie. 39 Church Street, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 SAT
Tel: 0278 922008

Treasurer f. Membership Secretary; Susan Rands, Victoria Farm, Bradley Lane, Mr. Glastonbury
Tel: (04S81 S0509

Somerset BA6 8LW.


