
So fa r  we have  h ad  an  excellen t re sp o n se  from m e m b e rs . 
It should  be a p a r t ic u la r ly  h ap p y  and  enjoyable  c o n fe re n c e .  
For those  of you in ten d in g 1 to come b u t  who hav e  no t ye t  
sen t in y o u r  book ing , could you p lease  r e t u r n  it to  th e  
S e c re ta ry  to  a r r iv e  no la te r  than  JULY 31, 1988.

Hope Hall is on th e  edge  of th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of E x e te r  
cam pus, se t  in i ts  own p leasan t g ro u n d s .  T h e re  is p a r k ­
ing  o u ts ide  the  b u i ld in g .  All meals a re  tak en  in th e  
re s id en c e .  We have  been  prom ised (prom ises! p ro m ise s ! ) 
exc lus ive  u se  of th e  Hall's l ib ra ry  and  l icensed  lou n g e .

A leaflet and  map ex p la in in g  how to ge t th e re  will be 
sen t  to con fe rence  members in m id -A u g u s t .  If r e q u e s te d ,  
we will also send  a rail s ch ed u le .  A lis t  of those  
a t te n d in g  will also be  s e n t .

For th o se  of you who wish to  s tay  o v e r  S u n d ay  n i g h t , 
accommodation in Hope Hall can be  a r r a n g e d  if we let 
them know befo re  Ju ly  31. The cost  fo r  bed  and  
b re a k fa s t  is £15.40. U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  re s id en c e  canno t 
p ro v id e  a S unday  e v en in g  meal b u t  th e re  a re  a num ber 
of p leasan t  p u b s  and  r e s t a u r a n t s  in th e  c ity  c e n t r e  which 
is a b r i s k  10 m inute walk away (dow nhill) .

If members wish to  d isp lay  and  sell re c en t ly  p u b lish ed  
b o o k s , would you p lease  make a r ra n g e m e n ts  with th e  
S e c re ta r y .

*** DO REMEMBER PLEASE TO PUT A FEW BOOKS 
IN YOUR SUITCASE FOR THE BOOK SALE ***



THE ANNUAL SUMMER WEEKEND MEETING 
HOPE HALL, UNIVERSITY OF EXETER 

SEPTEMBER 2 - 4 ,  1988

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME:

FRIDAY, SEPT. 2 5.45 Welcoming Reception
6 .15-7 .30  D inner 
8.00 GLEN CAVALIERO:

John Cowper Powys 
and  th e  S u p e rn a tu ral

SATURDAY, SEPT. 3 7 .30-8.45
9.15

10.30
11.00

12.15-1.30
2.00-3 .15

3.15
3.30-6 .15

6 .15-7 .30
8.00

B re ak fas t  
CHARLES LOCK: 
Llewelyn in Sw itzerland  
Coffee
NIKOLAI TOLSTOY: 
John Cowper Powys 
and  th e  Q uest for 
M yrddin Wyllt 
Lunch
DISCUSSION GROUPS. 
L eaders  a re  L a rry  
Mitchell, Subi Swift, 
P e te r  F oss , and  Susan  
H ux tab le-Se lly  
Tea
F ree  Time 
(3 .30  A dv iso ry  
Committee Meeting) 
D inner
"In H onour of Isobel": 
R ead ings  by  v a rious  
members of le t t e r s  to 
and  from A . R . Powys 
from an d  to his 
b r o th e r s  an d  s i s t e r s



3.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 7 .30-8.45
9.15-10.30

10.30
10.45-12.15
12.15-1.30

2.00-3.15

3.15

B reak fas t
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Coffee
BOOK SALE
Lunch
OLIVER WILKINSON:
Louis Marlow
Tea and  d e p a r tu re

COSTS a re  based  on single s tu d y  bedrooms

Full b o a rd  ( in c . coffee and  te a )  p e r  day  £23.95 
Bed & B reak fas t  p e r  day  £15.40
Lunch p e r  day £4.60

D inner p e r  day  £ 5.75

Coffee and  b iscu i ts  p e r  day .50
Tea and  b iscu i ts  p e r  day  .40

General C harge  £10.00

The to ta l cost for th e  C onfe rence , b ased  on two day s  
full board  and  the  genera l c h a rg e ,  is th e re fo re  £57.90.

YOU WILL FIND BOOKING FORM AT THE FOOT OF THE 
ENCLOSED LETTER. PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN 
BEFORE 31st JULY.

o o o o o o o o o o o



COMING OF AGE
4.

The Powys Society will be  21 y e a r s  old. th is  y e a r .  
Someone su g g es te d  recen tly  th a t  we p ub lish  a commemor­
a tive  h is to ry  fo r members bo th  old and  new. I have  come 
ac ro ss  a N ew sle tter for 1973 which outlined  th e  Society 's  
b e g in n in g s .  It came into be ing  in 1967 and  the  ear ly  
m eetings were mainly rem iniscences by f r ien d s  and 
acqua in tances  of the  Powys family. But in 1969 a 
Committee was elected and. e s tab lished  th a t  the  aim of the  
Society "must be the  estab lishm ent of th e  t ru e  l i te ra ry  
s ta tu s  of the  Powys family by prom oting rea d in g  and  
d iscussion  of th e i r  w o rk s ."  O ur P re s id e n t ,  Glen 
C avaliero , gave one of th e  f i r s t  formal ta lk s  and  h is  p ap e r  
on Wolf Solent was pub lished  and  sen t to members. It 
came as a s u rp r i s e  to me th a t  in those  ear ly  days any  
p a p e rs  re ad  were pub lished  by  the  Society and  d is t r ib u te d  
to m em bers. Sadly th a t  excellent p rac t ice  has  lapsed , 
a lthough  before  he d ied , Kenneth Hopkins was exp lo ring  
the  possib il ity  of its  re in s ta tem en t.

A h igh ligh t in the  Socie ty 's  h is to ry  was the  1972 
C onference  held at Cam bridge to commemorate the  
c en te n a ry  of the  b i r th  of John Cowper Powys. Among 
those co n tr ib u t in g  were George S te in e r ,  A ngus Wilson,
Colin Wilson and  G. Wilson K nigh t. A num ber of exhib itions  
le c tu re s  and  read in g s  were held th a t  y e a r  in d iffe ren t  
p a r t s  of the  co u n try .

The f i r s t  num ber of the  Powys Review a p p ea red  in the  
sp r in g  of 1977; its  ed ito r  was, and  still i s ,  Belinda 
H um frey. The f i r s t  is su e s  were pub lished  u n d e r  the  
aegis  of th e  Society b u t  su b se q u e n t ly  it was decided  tha t 
the  re la tionsh ip  betw een th e  Society and  th e  Review would 
be an  indep en d en t one . The ed ito r  tak es  full editoria l 
and  financial re sp o n s ib il i ty .  The Society b u y s  the  
Review for its  members.

PexTiaps inev itab ly , the  Society may have  lost some of 
its  ea r ly  v ig o u r .  But we have  s u rv iv e d :  each y e a r  new 
members b r in g  fre sh  en thusiasm  and  old members su s ta in  
u s  with th e i r  deep commitment to the  Powyses and  th e i r  
w ri t in g s .  I hope th a t  1988, the  y e a r  we come of a g e ,  will 
mark th e  beg inn ing  of a renew ed sense  of p u rp o s e .

M.K.



A BIBLIOPHILE'S BONANZA 5.

Back issu es  of th e  ^owys Review Num bers 1-4 (on ly )
a re  available  from th e  S e c re ta ry ,  A v e ry  few copies of
N o . l  rem ain; Nos 2 ,3 ,4  a re  more p len tifu l .  Costs  a re
as fo llows: n ^No. 1 -  £10 Nos 2 ,3 ,4  - £5 eacn
Please add  50p to co v er  p os tage  and pack ing  fo r  one single
item and £1 fo r any  num ber of copies up to fo u r .  Please
send  o r d e r  to the  S e c re ta ry ,  Griffin  Beale . 39 C hurch
S t . ,  B r id g w a te r ,  Som erset, TA6 5A T. This  is a w onderful
o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r new members and  old to  obta in  th e se
in c reas in g ly  ra re  i s su e s .

PROFILES OF MEMBERS
This N ew sle tte r b eg in s  a new "column" which we hope 

re a d e rs  will en joy . As we con tac t  more and  more members 
we rea lise  how many in te re s t in g  lives th e re  a re  out th e r e .  
On the  assum ption  -  p e rh a p s  in c o rrec t  -  th a t  Powysians 
have a t leas t  some in te r e s t s  in common, and  would like to 
know a b it more about each o th e r ,  we p ropose  to ru n  a 
se r ie s  of sh o r t  b iograph ica l sk e tc h e s  of m em bers. We 
th o u g h t we should beg in  with o u r  P re s id e n t  and  th re e  of 
th e  o ff icers  b u t  even tua lly  we hope to w rite  a little  abou t 
many m em bers, p a s t  and  p r e s e n t .  T he  o ff ice rs  were 
inv ited  to write  about them selves . T he v a ry in g  s ty le s  
reveal almost as much as th e  words!
Glen Cavaliero  - P re s id ent

I was b o rn  in Sussex  in 1927 of mixed Italian and  N orth  
C o u n try  a n c e s t ry ,  an d  educa ted  at T o n b r id g e  School and  
a t Magdalen College, O xfo rd , w here I read  Modern H is to ry .  
Following National Serv ice  in th e  Royal Air Fo rce , I was 
o rda ined  p r ie s t  in the  C h u rch  of England  in 1953, w ork ing  
in cu rac ie s  a t  M argate and  C a n te rb u r y ,  on th e  s ta f f  of 
Lincoln Theological College, and  as  Chaplain  to Anglican 
S tu d e n ts  in E d in b u rg h .  In 1964 I left th e  m in is try  to read  
fo r a d e g re e  in English  a t C am bridge , w here  I h av e  lived 
e v e r  s in ce .  I ob ta ined  my D octorate in 1972, and  am a 
member of the  Facu lty  of E ng lish , w rit ing  s tu d ie s  o f , among 
o th e r s ,  E.M. F o r s te r ,  C har les  Williams and  the  Powys 
b r o th e r s .  In 1986 I was e lec ted  a Fellow Commoner of St. 
C a th e r in e 's  College an d  a Fellow of th e  Royal Society of 
L i te r a tu re .  I f i r s t  became in te r e s te d  in th e  Powyses on 
re a d in g ,  in 1955, a review  b y  A ngus Wilson of 
A G las to n b u ry  Romance.



Morine K r is sd o t t ir  -  Chairman
I was bo rn  in Canada in 1939. My fa th e r  was Icelandic , 

my m other English . I did  a double hon o u rs  in English 
Lit. and  Psychology , an M.A. at S aska tchew an , and  a 
P h .D . a t Q u een 's .  In th e  ear ly  days  I worked as a 
p sy ch o th e ra p is t  in th e  p sy ch ia tr ic  depar tm en t of a teach ing  
hosp ita l .  When we moved to Guelph I did a s t in t  as the  
vice- p re s id e n t 's  wife which gave me material for severa l 
more a s -y e t -u n w r i t te n  novels .  I le c tu red  in environm ental 
psychology and h o u s in g  at the  U n ivers ity  of Guelph and 
had  a design  p a r tn e r s h ip  with an a rc h i te c t  f r ie n d .
D uring  th a t  period  I wrote Shielding: People and  She lte r
and  John Cowper Powys an d  the  Magical Q u e s t . We had a 
small farm where I ra ised  goa ts ,  t ra in e d  young  h o rs e s ,  
ed ited  a local new spaper  and  became v e ry  involved in 
the  p rac tica l politics of ru ra l  p lann ing . We "retired" to 
England four y e a rs  ago and  I g radua lly  became a b so rb ed  
again in th e  m ysteries  p re se n te d  by  J . C . P .  I hope to 
begin  a n o th e r  book on him soon.

A g en era l is t  by n a tu re  and  n u r tu r e ,  I have  always 
sough t out new exper iences  and  c a r e e r s ,  be liev ing  th a t  
e v e ry th in g  becomes p a r t  of a rich  p a t te r n .

Su san  R ands - T r e a s u re r
Born 1930, New Y ork, d a u g h te r  of Willard Connely 
(b io g ra p h e r  of C h es te rf ie ld ,  W ycherley, Steele, Beau 
Brummel, D 'O rsa y ) .  1939. S te p -d a u g h te r  o f Malcolm 
El win (b io g rap h e r  of C harles  R eade, L andor, S tevenson , 
W ordsworth and  C oleridge , B y ro n 's  family, and  Llewelyn 
Powys: longterm  fr ien d  an d  c o rre sp o n d e n t  of John 
Cowper, Alys G regory  and  Louis Wilkinson). E duca ted  
Badminton School, B ris to l .  Somerville College O xford .
1951 B .A . Hons. E ng lish . On s ta f f  and  c o n tr ib u to r  to 
John O' London 's  Weekly. 1952 m arried  C ap t.  I .L .E .
R an d s .  Lived in S ingapore , Malaysia, Germany and  many 
p a r t s  of E ngland . 1972 se t t led  at West P e n n a rd .  
C o n tr ib u to r  to the  Powys Review. C h ild ren ,  d a u g h te r  
1954 C onsu ltan t P s y c h ia t r is t .  Son, 1956 Mathematician. 
D a u g h te r ,  1963 Classics T e a c h e r .  2 g r a n d c h i ld re n . O ther  
in te r e s t s :  the  Powys Socie ty , th e  c o u n t ry s id e ,  Local 
H is to ry ,  Pastel p a in t in g .



7.
G riffin  Beale - S e c re ta ry

G riffin  R ichard  John  Hanway Beale was bo rn  in 
Somerset an d  has  lived  th e re  for most of h is  life. He was 
educa ted  a t  King 's School, B ru ton  b u t  at th a t  time he was 
not aw are of the  Powyses o r  L ittleton Powys’s links  with 
the  school some s ix ty  odd y e a r s  b e fo re .

At an ear ly  age he decided  upon a c a r e e r  in the  law.
He gained  an u n d is t in g u ish ed  L l.B . in 1975 and  began  h is  
A rtic les  of C le rksh ip  the  following y e a r .  He was adm itted  
as a solicitor in 1980 and  has  p ra c t ise d  in B rid g w a te r  e v e r  
s ince , spec ia lis ing  in l i t iga tion , p a r t ic u la r ly  family law and  
d iv o rce .  U nm arried . He became in te re s te d  in th e  Powyses 
b y  a cc id en t .  Soon a f te r  h is  f a th e r 's  dea th  he  came ac ro ss  
a copy of the  limited edition of Unclay which had  been  
p re s e n te d  to h is  f a th e r  by  T .F .P .  His f a th e r  had  been  
T heodore 's  doc tor fo r two y e a r s  un til  O c tober  1938. He 
was s t ru c k  by  the  s t r a n g e n e s s  an d  o rig ina li ty  of th e  novel 
and  soon became e n tra n c e d  by  the  whole family. He 
joined the  Powys Society in about 1976 b u t  n e v e r  p a r t ic ip ­
a ted  in its  ac tiv it ie s  un til  K enneth  Hopkins p e rs u a d e d  
him to a t te n d  th e  1986 Bath  C o n f e r e n c e ..................

JOHN COWPER POWYS: V erses  on the  sad  occasion of
th e De a th of Tippoo Tib
This  60-line poem is one of two c o n tr ib u t io n s  to The 
C addisw orm , a M ontaeute miscellany of v e r s e  a n d  sk e tch  
maintained by  G e r tru d e  Mary Powys. It is d a ted  
'Xmas 1897' and  re f le c ts  on th e  d ea th  of th e  family's c a t ,  
with a p p ro p r ia te  solem nity, family r e fe re n c e s ,  and  
Powysian t u r n  of p h ra s e .  For th is ,  i ts  f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e ,  
it has  been  p r in te d  on single  sh ee ts  folded twice to 
7jx5 in c h es ,  and  is p u b lish ed  in an edition of 300 copies 
by  S tep h en  Powys M arks, Ham ilton 's, K ilm ersdon, n e a r  
B ath , Som erse t .  50p a copy , 3 fo r  £1.20, inc lud ing  
p o s tag e ,  (s tam ps a c c e p ta b le ) . P . S . :  copies will also
be  available  a t  the  Powys Weekend C onference  at 
E x e t e r .



8. NEWS AND REVIEWS

ECSTASIES AND ELEGIES: Poems for Eliza b e th 
K enneth  H opkins. Warren House P r e s s ,  £10,05.

It is h a rd  to imagine a more v a ried  l i te ra ry  output, 
than  th a t  of Kenneth H opkins, and  yet th ro u g h o u t  his 
work two major p reoccupa tions  em erge: th e  impulse to
w rite  so n n e ts  and  th e  d e s ire  to ce leb ra te  h is  love for 
E lizabeth , h is  wife fo r almost f if ty  y e a r s .

K enneth  Hopkins was, from th e  b eg in n in g ,  a love poe t, 
b u t  it was his meeting with Elizabeth Coward in 1938 
which p rov ided  a f i t t in g  sub jec t  fo r h is  work and  b ro u g h t  
to g e th e r  life and  a r t  in some two h u n d re d  poems.
E cstas ies  and  Elegies b r in g s  th e ir  s to ry  to  a close. The 
idea of E lizabe th 's  dea th  had  cas t a su b t le  shadow upon 
th e  love poems from th e  f i r s t  and  in th is  collection 
(p u b lish ed  sh o rt ly  a f te r  K enneth 's  own d e a th )  we see 
tha t  shadow become re a l i ty ,  for the  second half of the 
book con ta ins  fou r teen  so n n e ts  m ourning h e r  loss.

In th e  ea r l ie r  w ork , some of which is pub lished  he re  
for th e  f i r s t  time, th e  love was n e c e s sa ry  in o rd e r  to 
p rov ide  a sub jec t fo r th e  p o e try ,  th ough  no less  real fo r 
th a t .  The la te r  poems draw  less  a t ten tio n  to them selves 
as poetic c rea tions  and  gain a d eep e r  s t r e n g th  in doing 
so. The c lever  concoctions of wit and  verba l facility 
which the  young  Hopkins had  hoped would mark him out 
from th e  crowd as "a p o e t” have  become su b d u ed  e x p r e s s ­
ions of everym an 's  pain a n d ,  in its  qu ie t m a tu r i ty ,  the  
genius of Kenneth  Hopkins has  g iven b i r th  to a p o e try  
which is a t once con tem porary  and  tim eless, confessional 
and  u n iv e r s a l .

T h e re  is an  inevitab ility  in fine p o e try  which, lack ing  
nove lty , ra re ly  in sp ire s  immediate ap p lau se .  Fine poems 
la s t ,  as t re e s  and  s to n es  la s t ,  and  th ough  we may not 
g a th e r  in crowds to admire them, without them o u r 
e labora te  world would be so much d e se r t  s an d .  Quietly 
and  inev itab ly  Kenneth  Hopkins' poems for Elizabeth 
will become p a r t  of o u r  poetic landscape .

Paul R oberts
(Ecs ta s ie s  and  Elegies is available from Warren House 
P r e s s ,  12 New Road, N orth Walsham, Norfolk NR28 9DF 
at £10.05 caseb o u n d . C heques o r  postal o rd e r s  with 
o rd e r  p le a s e .)



9.
Chaldon H err in g :  The Powys Circle in a D orset Village
JUDITH STINTON, Boydell P r e s s ,  £14.95.

It was an  e x t ra o rd in a ry  p lace; e x t ra o rd in a ry  
th in g s  h ap p en ed  th e re  and  e x t ra o rd in a ry  people 
were to be found  t h e r e .........

Valentine A ckland , For Sylvia

Ju d i th  S tin to n 's  book is th e  s to ry  of a D orset village and  
of th e  circ le  of w ri te rs  and  a r t i s t s  who were d raw n to 
the  place in th e  f i r s t  decades  of th is  c e n tu r y .

What is it abou t a p a r t ic u la r  place th a t  d raw s people 
to it? Why a re  ind iv idua ls  of widely d if fe ren t  tem peram ents  
a t t r a c te d  to th e  same place? What was it ab o u t Chaldon 
H err in g  th a t  induced  Theodore  and  Llewelyn Powys to 
live th e re  for many years?- Why did th a t  p a r t ic u la r  lan d ­
scape - th e  village, downland and  cliffs -  perm eate  th e i r  
w rit ings?  What did it mean to them? S tin ton  does not ask  
th ese  q u es t io n s  b u t  h e r  book forces  th e  r e a d e r  to do so.

A sen se  of place was im portan t to e v e ry  member of the  
Powys family. So many elem ents a re  p re s e n t  in th e  love 
of a p a r t ic u la r  place - one is the  familiarity th a t  comes of 
close ob se rv a tio n  an d  th e  months and  y e a r s  sp en t  in one 
locality . Llewelyn wrote in h is e s s a y ,  'H igh C haldon ',
"I do not suppose  th e re  is an  e lder  t r e e ,  th o rn  t r e e  o r  
gorse  b u sh  unknow n to me in these  f ie ld s ."  The 
a ttachm ent to a place comes also with s h e e r  physica l 
c o n tac t ,  som ething th a t  most of u s  liv ing  in c ities  do not 
u n d e rs ta n d .  But the  Powyses re sp o n d ed  to th e  e a r th  
with all th e i r  s e n se s .  T heodore  liked " th is  long white 
downland g r a s s . .  . . It n e v e r  ge ts  w et. In summer I o ften  
roll in i t . "  Equally , and  in the  case  of C haldon , above 
all, th e  bond between p e rso n  and  place is s t r e n g th e n e d  by  
an aw aren ess  of its  p a s t .  S tin ton  b eg in s  h e r  book with a 
sk e tch  of C haldon 's  h i s to ry ,  sk ilfu lly  evok ing  in the  
re a d e r  a sen se  th a t  in th is  place of g ra v e  ba rro w s  and  
s tone  c irc les  " the  p a s t  lies close to th e  s u r f a c e ."

"Chaldon is full of ghostly  echoes , which the  e a r  
s t r a in s  to c a tc h ,  echoes from the  dream s of ch ildhood, 
a re ach in g  back away beyond  an y  p r iv a te  mem ory." 
(p .1 7 1 ) .



10.

The village th a t  was T heodore 's  fictional world was no 
Eden b u t  a place of b ru ta l i ty  and p o v e r ty .  S tinton 
o b se rv es  th a t  to many of the  v is i to rs  to Chaldon, Theodore 
and  the  village were one and  the same th in g .  "His 
sec lusion , his goblin hum our, his fatalism, h is s tony  
in d iv idua li ty ,  his p ass ive  to le ra tion , were all m atched by  
th a t  of th e  v il lage ."  (p .  53).

Theodore plays a la rge  role in S tin to n 's  book. Not 
everyone  will ag ree  with h e r  analysis  of h is  w ritings  or of 
h is  r e p u ta t io n .  But by  w riting  the  book in the  way she 
has  I am made conscious, fo r the  f i r s t  time, of the  p o ss ib ­
ility th a t  T heodore 's  n a tu ra l  melancholy was ex ace rb a ted  
by the  place itse lf .  S tin ton in te rw eaves h e r  examination 
of T heodore 's  p reoccupation  with death  with vivid 
desc rip tio n s  of a p a rish  where bones piled on bones lie 
b u r ied  in the  chalky  bones of the  enc irc ling  h ills , until 
the  village i tse lf  seems a k ind  of dea th  p i t .  Did the  la n d ­
scape of bones awaken death  re v e r ie s  o r  was Theodore 
d raw n to the  village because  he recogn ised  it as a symbol 
of his  self?

Constable  once wrote th a t  "we ex is t  b u t  in a landscape  
and we a re  c re a tu re s  of a la n d sc a p e ."  We see ou rse lves  
re f lec ted  in the  lan d scap e . And each of u s  pe rce ives  it 
d if fe ren t ly .  Katie Powys' Chaldon was not T heodore 's  
and  Llewelyn's reflection was his own. For the  Powyses 
who lived th e re ,  Chaldon was not. a landscape  b u t  a cosmos.

In the  course  of h e r  book S tin ton  also d iscu sse s ,  albeit 
b r ie f ly ,  Llewelyn, G e r tru d e  and Katie Powys and  the  
circle  th a t  su r ro u n d e d  them - David G a rn e t t ,  Sylvia 
Townsend W arner, V alentine A ckland, S tephen  Tomlin, 
Gamel Woolsey, Gerald B ren an .

This is a book th a t  will a t t r a c t  local h is to r ian s  and 
Powys r e a d e r s .  Inev itab ly  it will also a t t r a c t  criticism 
th a t  th e  book covers  n e i th e r  the  place nor the  people in 
any  d e p th .  S tinton is a ttem p ting  an ex tra o rd in a r i ly  
d ifficult task  and  the  techn ique  she u ses  is sometimes d is ­
c o n ce r t in g .  She p a sse s  swiftly and  without any  obvious 
tran s i t io n  from ancien t h is to ry  to tr iv ia  to b io g rap h y  to 
critic ism . For example she beg ins  a c h a p te r  with the  
u n h a p p y  h is to ry  of the  v ica rag e ,  t u r n s  as ide  to tell the  
lovely s to ry  of Theodore  face down in th e  s tu b b le  hoping
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th e  d re a d ed  Mrs A shburnham  and h e r  sco tt ie  dogs would 
p a ss  b y  without n o tic in g , touches  b r ie f ly  on th e  political 
and  social activism of Townsend W arner and  A ckland , and  
ends  with a detailed  re te l l in g  of the  b iz a r re  s to ry  of 
Llewelyn 's  libel c a se .

D esp ite ,  o r  because  o f , the  tech n iq u e  which some r e a d e r s  
will find bew ildering  and  o th e rs  find a n n o y in g , Ju d i th  
S tin ton  compels us  to r e a s s e s s  o r  reaffirm  th e  im portance  
of a place in the  c re a t iv e  life of a w ri te r  o r  an a r t i s t .  
P e rsona lly , I found th e  chaotic jux taposit ion  re v e la to ry .
What sh e  a p p ea rs  to h av e  done is w rite  a book th a t  is a 
symbol of Chaldon. She lay e rs  th e  c h a p te r s  like geological 
s t r a ta  - p lace -p e rso n -p la c e  -  piling them up  th e n  p u sh in g  
them down until th e y  finally  merge in to  a b o n y ,  b a re  but. 
believable  e n t i ty .

R1. K r is sd o t t i r

ALYSE GREGORY
A fr ien d  has  ju s t  sen t us  th e  A ntiquarian  Book Monthly 
Review for November 1987. It con ta in s  a long an d  in te r ­
e s t in g  a r t ic le  about Alyse G regory  by  G eorge Sims. I 
hope we can get perm ission  to re p ro d u c e  it b ecau se  it 
would be of g rea t  in te r e s t  to all Pow ysians.

SYLVIA TOWNSEND WARNER
A new book h a s  a p p e a re d  which might (I h a v e n 't  r e a d  it)  
expand  f u r th e r  o u r  know ledge of " the  c irc le"  th a t  g a th e re d  
a ro u n d  Theodore  in East Chaldon. Sylvia Tow nsend 
Warner and  Valentine Ackland a re  d iscu ssed  in S tin to n 's  
book, Chaldon H e r r in g . Th is  Narrow Place by  WENDY 
MULFORD focuses on th e i r  political activ ism , th e i r  social 
consciences  and  th e  ways in which th e se  a ffec ted  th e i r  
w rit ing .

THIS NARROW PLACE: Sylvia Tow nsend Warner 
and  Valentine Ackland Life, L e t te rs  and  Politics 
1930-1951, by  Wendy Mulford, P andora  £6.95.



A TALK OF INTEREST TO POWYS READERS
Mrs Elizabeth Lawrence will give an i l lu s tra ted  ta lk  on 
"A Wessex 11: The Magnetic Powys Family", O ctober
15th a t  th e  D o rch es te r  Museum for th e  D orset N atura l 
H is to ry  and  Archeological Society.

FOR SALE
C hris  Hamlett o f T h e sa u ru s  Books, 5 P ia sb u rto n  A v e . , 
P o n tc a r ra ,  C ard iff  CF1 9HL (Tel: 0222 372276) is able tc 
o ffer members copies of the  following:

Ebony and  Iv o ry ,  1923, G rant R ichards  
The A rt of Growing O ld , 2nd Im pression 
The A rt o F H a p p in e s s , 1940, Bodley Head, with D.W. 
In Defence of Sensualit y ,  3rd Im pression 

- reasonably  p r iced

The N ew sle tter is p ro d u ced  by  Griffin Beale and  Morine 
K ris sd o t t i r  and  p u t  to g e th e r  by  th e  one least b u sy  at 
the  time. M.K.  has  w rit ten  it th is  time (and  last time 
too, come to th in k  of i t ) .  The pages  a re  ty p ed  and  
stencilled  at a local cop iers  for about 5p fo r two s ides of 
A4. Griffin has  a source  of cheap brow n envelopes and  
to g e th e r  we lovingly lick 260 s tam ps. T hank  goodness 
fo r Michael E v e re s t  who p rov ides  g ra t is  labels which a re  
placed carefu lly  in the  middle of said  envelope. I wonder 
if "The Powys" a re  Somewhere la u g h in g .
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