
Editorial

For the first tw enty-one years of its existence the Society had no constitution. 
This was rem edied in 1988 when a docum ent was draw n up which guided the 
conduct o f the Society’s affairs for the next 8 years. In 1996 some m em bers o f the 
C om m ittee felt that there was need for an am ending, perhaps ‘m odern ising’ of 
the C onstitu tion , in particu lar the section which laid down electoral procedures. 
T here had always been free inform al access to C om m ittee m em bership and 
officers had, by w hat is best described as ‘ta lent spo tting’, recru ited  a succession 
of m em bers with adm inistrative experience or specific skills or expertise. T he 
m achine was certainly no t ‘b roke’, b u t we decided to ‘m end it’. It was subse
quently m ade possible for any two paid-up m em bers to nom inate a th ird  for 
m em bership of the C om m ittee. It may, or may not, be surprising that four years 
passed w ithout any such nom inations, bu t now tha t drought has been followed by 
a flood.

T he Society is doubly fo rtunate in having a small group of people who have for 
years devoted their tim e and expertise to its affairs and now no shortage of others 
anxious to take their place. In  these circum stances it is our collective responsibil
ity to play our p art by exercising our right to vote. All paid-up m em bers will find 
the necessary papers attached to this Newsletter.

T he C hairm an’s report of the Society’s activities during the past year speaks 
eloquently for itself. However, Paul R oberts does no t directly refer to the fact that 
he is standing down in August. In  his first twenty-five years of m em bership he has 
served us as Secretary, Newsletter E ditor, V ice-C hairm an and C hairm an, and 
w ritten extensively about the Powyses. We thank  him  and wish him  another 
quarte r-cen tu ry  of Powysian achievem ent.

J o h n  B a tte n
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Memorial Service for Isobel Powys Marks 1906-1999

O n 10th June 2000 a Service ofThanksgiving for the Life of Isobel Powys M arks, 
m uch loved H onorary  Life M em ber of this Society, was held in the beautiful 
N orm an  church at W interborne Tom son (see back cover) which had been saved 
from  dereliction by her fa ther, A. R. Powys.

T he congregation was m ade up of m em bers of her family and friends and the 
service conducted  by the R ector, T he Revd H ugh M addox. Antonia Young 
(daughter) read Isobel’s account o f ‘M ontacute before the F irst W orld W ar’ and 
Edw ard Powys M arks (grandson), Chloe M inerva Young (granddaughter), and 
Tordis M arks (daughter-in-law ) shared with us their recollections of Isobel. 
R ecurring them es in these addresses were: her loving and caring nature, her life
long love of travel, her independence of spirit and even in late old-age, creativity 
and a zest for life.

T h e  service concluded w ith the in term ent of Isobel’s ashes in her fa ther’s 
grave, after which there followed a touching and apparently  spontaneous little 
ceremony. O ne by one m em bers of the family stepped forward and placed upon 
the ashes a flower brought from  a garden she had loved and then  a handful of 
D orset earth .

T hose visiting St A ndrew ’s W interborne Tom son should notice the elegant 
rack which holds the visitors’ book and various pam phlets. On its shelves are 
carved m em orial inscriptions to Oliver, E leanor and Isobel, the three children of 
A. R. Powys. T he bottom  shelf has just been added for Isobel’s inscription.

M em bers ofT he Powys Society present at the service were: Eve B atten, Louise 
de B ruin, Angela Pitt, Susan R ands, Chris Gostick and John B atten .
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Chairman’s Report

Those who attended the 1999 A nnual Conference o fT he Powys Society will have 
carried away with them  a wealth of lasting m em ories and im pressions. We enjoyed 
five fine lectures and, in a new departu re, a sym posium  in which three m em bers of 
the Society discussed with their audience ‘T he Difficulties o f F inding R eaders’ 
for the works of the Powys family. Two elem ents of the C onference stand  out, 
however, above all others and are, I suspect, already establishing for them selves 
an alm ost mythical status in the m em ories of those who shared them .

T h e  to u r of M ontacute had  always seemed som ething to look forward to, bu t 
in the event it was more exciting and m em orable than  we could ever have 
anticipated. F irst, we were kindly, and unexpectedly, invited inside the form er 
Vicarage, so fam iliar in the m ind’s eye to readers o f  Autobiography.Then  we were 
taken to P itt Pond and, at the swinging back of those great, functional gates, so 
m undane from  the outside, we seem ed to en ter a realm  o f stillness and m agic.T he 
beauty of tha t afternoon is beyond my powers o f description, bu t one knew at 
once th a t one had entered the world of Powysian fiction.

T he second event to which I refer was Whispers o f the White Death, a play for 
voices w ritten  by Peter J. Foss and based on the Clavadel diaries of Llewelyn 
Powys. N o t only was this a m arvellous event in its own righ t, b u t it has since taken 
on a greater significance with the death, less than  a m onth  later, of Oliver 
W ilkinson, whose powerful perform ance m ust still echo in the m inds of those 
who w itnessed it. It was indeed fortunate that we were able to publish The Powys 
Brothers, our double audio-tape featuring readings by Oliver, together with 
Freddie Jones and C hristopher K ent, earlier at the C onference.T his was a project 
in which Oliver took enorm ous in terest and pride and those who loved and 
adm ired him  will be grateful to have such a record o f his un ique perform ances as 
John C ow per Powys.

Inevitably, in a Society such as ours, each year will bring its losses and it would 
be wrong to suggest that we value one m em ber o f the Society m ore highly than  
another. N evertheless, when the deaths were announced  of Oliver W ilkinson on 
Septem ber 17th and of Isobel Powys M arks on D ecem ber 9th , no-one involved in 
the Society can have escaped the sensation that our losses had been grievous. 
Both had characters of m ore than  hum an size, bo th  were com m anding and 
charism atic personalities, and both  had enorm ous reserves of dignity, that 
quality so often lacking in today’s hurried  world. W ith such qualities, bo th  Oliver 
and Isobel could easily have adopted superior attitudes tow ards those around 
them , b u t no thing could have been fu rther from  the tru th . Just as they shared the 
qualities of m agnetism  which m ade them  such im pressive figures, so they also 
shared a zest for life, a genuine in terest in those around them , particularly  young 
people, a pride in the achievem ents of others and a deep humility. Each was, in my 
experience, entirely w ithout malice. Both Isobel Powys M arks and Oliver M arlow
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W ilkinson em bodied those qualities which we have come to regard as truly 
Powysian -  and the only com pensation for their passing is the rich fund of 
m em ories they have left b eh in d .T h e  literary world, it seems, is som etim es one in 
which it is im portan t to presen t yourself as being m ore im portan t, wiser and m ore 
deserving of the atten tion  o f others than those who surround you. Both Oliver 
and Isobel had that magical gift (so abundant in John Cowper Powys) of m aking 
others feel m ore interesting and m ore im portan t than  themselves.

We recall too M artin  Rivers Pollock, the husband  of Janet Pollock and an 
em inent scientist upon w hom  Llewelyn Powys had a great influence when he was 
a young m an. M artin  was eloquently rem em bered by Aubrey M anning in 
Newsletter 39.

In  term s of publications, the Society is producing the usual three issues of the 
Newsletter and a special ten th  edition of The Powys Journal.

T he Society and its publications have also received som e welcome publicity in 
the M ay 2000 issue of Country Living  m agazine, with the publication o f ‘A literary 
dynasty in D o rse t’, a four-page article abou t the Powys family based largely on 
The DorsetYear. D etails of the Society and its publications were given at the end of 
the article and have created a significant level of interest.

T he Society’s web site, which is currently  being re-designed, also offers huge 
opportunities for the developm ent of the Society’s work.

I am deeply grateful to my fellow Officers, the m em bers of the C om m ittee and 
those m em bers of the Society at large who have m ade my period as C hairm an so 
exciting. It has, over the last q uarte r of a century, been a great privilege to be 
actively involved in the developm ent of the Society and its work. M uch has been 
achieved by the hard  work, good will and dedication of those who genuinely 
adm ire the Powys family and wish to prom ote the aims of the Society. Now, with 
our m em bership at its highest ever level, we can look forward with confidence to 
another successful and productive year.

P a u l R o b e r ts

All who knew him  will be sad to hear that D e re k  L a n g r id g e  died recently. An 
appreciation will be published in the Novem ber Newsletter. .

Hon. Treasurer's Report for 1999

T he accounts for 1999 are set ou t on the next two pages; they have been approved 
by the Society’s H on. A uditor, Stephen Allen. Once again I am m ost grateful to 
him  for his advice and his work. (C om parison figures for 1998 are shown in 
parentheses after 1999 figures.)
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O ur paid-up m em bership was 307, which is a record. 181 subscrip tions were 
paid by standing order, also a record, and 58 were u n d er covenant, allowing us to 
reclaim  £248 tax (£205 shown in the accounts was an estim ate before m aking the 
claim in 2000). T he to tal subscription incom e, including tax refunds due, 
am ounted to £4,653 (1998: £4,431); this represents 60% of our to tal incom e of 
£7,752. N et incom e from our own publications was £1,998 (£2,116); however, 
out of this incom e we paid honoraria of alm ost £6 0 0  to the editors and designers 
of The DorsetYear. D onations (£460) were m uch lower than last year’s figure 
(£2,176) as this had included the proceeds of the Powys books which M rs Averil 
Sykes, a form er m em ber, had given the Society. In  previous years we have 
transferred  some of the donations to the W ilson K night benefacto rs’ fund , bu t 
this year we have not done so as m ore was spent on the C ollection (£1,102) than  
was received in donations.T his year we m ade m oderate profits on the C onference 
and on an East Anglian to u r in M ay (£358 in all).

As in previous years the largest p art of our expenditure has gone on our regular 
publications, The Powys Journal and three issues o f the Newsletter, the net cost 
of p roducing these, including d istribu tion  b u t excluding copies of the Journal 
taken into stock, was £4,077 (£4,078). T his represents 89.9% of our subscrip tion  
incom e, just under our target of 90%. O ur to tal gross expenditure on publication 
work, com prising The Powys Journal, the Newsletter, and p art of the preparation  
work on the Talking Book project and the whole o f its p roduction  costs, was 
£5,537 (£9j570)- A new general leaflet, essential for publicity, cost £96.

We had an excess of incom e over expenditure o f £1,046 (£1,218), b u t as in 
previous years the value of stock pre-dating the year has been w ritten  down by 
£662 (£508); the resulting excess of incom e less w riting down, £384 (£710), has 
been added  to our G eneral F und. O ur net w orth at the end of the year was 
£10,388 (£10,004) of which £3,495 (£3,310) was represen ted  by the value of 
stock. T here  has therefore been a small increase in our net w orth of £384 (£709) 
with a slightly larger increase in our cash resources o f £4 6 9  (£59 decrease).T hus 
the Society’s finances were, once m ore, in very good health  at the end o f 195)9, bu t 
I need to po int out once again that the Society holds funds only in order to carry 
out its charitable purposes: accum ulation of itself is no t one of these. We are in a 
good position, therefore, to continue with the conservation o f the collection and 
other appropriate activities.

S te p h e n  P ow ys M a rk s

A u d ito r ’s  R e p o r t to  th e  M e m b e rs  o f  The P o w y s  S o c ie ty
I have audited the financial statements in accordance with approved Auditing Standards. 
In my opinion the financial statements give a true and fair view of the charity’s affairs at 
31st December 1999 and of the surplus for the year then ended and comply with the 
Companies Act 1985.

J. S. Allen, Chartered Accountant, 12th June 2000
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INCOM E AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEM BER 1999

Income 1 £ £ 1998
subscriptions for 1999 (307) 2 4,373.07

tax refund due on covenants, 1999 205.00
for 1998 paid in 1999 (5) 15M 4,653.07 4,431

donations 3 Conference book sale (donated books) 406.05
other S3J6 460.01 2,176

publication sales stock publications4 2,304.30
(excluding /e.t.v cost of publications sold 909.23 1,395.07
postage) Talking Book 1,068.04

less fees (£251.68). cost (£359.55) 611.23 456.81
commission on other publishers’ books 146.26

net income 1.998.14 1,998.14 2,116
The Dorset Year, advance receipts - 3,760

East Anglia fees received (£953) less expenses (£906.45)
meeting surplus (5.1%) 46.55 -

Conference fees received (£4,293.50) less expenses (£3,982.33)
surplus (7.8%; 1998: deficit, 4.7%) 311.17 -203

grant from British Library for conservation work 561
fee for use of collection 67.60 100
interest on bank accounts (paid gross) 215.16 511

£ 7,751.70 £ 13,452

Expenditure 1 £ £ 1998
The Powys Journal IX (1999),5 cost of members’ (317),

complimentary and copyright copies 6 1,680.36
cost of distribution 352.18 2,032.54 2,135

The Powys Journal VIII, cost of supplying to late subscribers 7.60 -
Newsletters (3), including cost of distribution (£442.42) 6 2,044.27 1,943
Powys Checklist, complimentary copies to new members 5.00 7
The Dorset Year, cost of advance and complimentary copies - 3,788
The Dorset Year, honoraria to editors and designers 598.28 311
Talking Book, Phase 17 189.00 437
Powys Collection 1,102.12 2,847
Powys Reference, expenses 26.70 -
stationery and leaflets (including new general leaflet, £95.85) 197.66 150
bank charges - 1
officers’ expenses (£236.52) and committee travel (£265.90)3 502.42 615

1998 6,709.59 12,234
excess of income over expenditure 1,218 1,046.11 1.046.11 1.218

less writing down of stock8 -508 -661.90 £ 7,751.70 £ 13,452
excess of income less writing down of stock 710 384.21

carried to Statement of Funds

T he A udito r’s R eport is p rin ted  on page 5.
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STATEMENT OF FUNDS

I General fu n d  9 £ £ 1998
funds at January 1st 1999 5,108.25 5,177
excess of income over expenditure less writing down of stock 384.21 710

less part of donations transferred to Wilson Knight benefactors’ fund 101 000.00 -779
funds at December 31 st 1999 £ 5.492.46 5,108

represented by:
stock The Powys Journal, The Powys Review,

and books at cost at January 1st 1999 
add cost of new stock publications, including

3,309.52 2,542

The Powys Journal IX surplus to distribution 11 
less cost of publications sold 1,268.78

2,121.25 2,708

complimentary Checklist to new members 5.00
writing down of stock8 661.90 -1.935.68 -1.940

value of stock at December 31st 1999 3,495.09 3,309
cash at bank at December 31st 1999 12 3,238.36 2,039
sums due to the Society 13 842.61 410

7,575.06 5,758
less subscriptions received in advance -424.50 -650

(for 2000: 25, £379.17; for 2001: 3, £45.33) 
creditors (mainly DY honoraria, TB fees, Powys Collection) -1.659.10 000

£ 5.492.46 £ 5,108

II The Wilson Knight benefactors’fu n d  (WK) 9J4 £ 1,998
funds at January 1st 1999 4,896.18 4,118
transfer from General fund 10 000.00 778
funds at December 31st 1999 £ 4,896.18 £ 4.896

NOTES
1 Cash turnover: total receipts, £14,451.32; total payments, £13,330.18, of which £2,121.25, relating to the cost of 

publications (see note 11), is carried forward in the General fund. Other adjustments, relating to cost of publications sold 
etc., subscriptions paid in advance, and sums owing to or owed by the Society, give excess of Income over Expenditure for 
the year (before writing down of stock) of £1,046.11 (1998: £1,218), all as shown in the accounts.

2 This figure comprises 267 (181 by standing order) paid in 1999 (£3,771.57) and 40 paid in advance in 1998 (£601.50).
3 In addition, committee travel costs of £151.80 were not claimed; regarded as donations + £460.01 shown = £611.81.
4 This includes The Dorset Year (74 ordinaries, 2 specials) £ 1,467.61.
5 The Powys Journal IX: gross cost £2,230.36, less cost of copies taken into stock at run:on cost £550 = £1,680.36.
6 Total net cost of producing and distributing The Powys Journal IX (£2,032.54) & 3 Newletters (£2,044.27): £4,076.81 = 

89.9% of 1999 subscriptions, including tax refund due for 1999 (1998: 92%).
7 Talking Book. Phase I (preparation and recording) treated as educational expendiure (1998: £436.62; 1999: £189; = 

£625.62). Phase II (production), £1,526.22, added to stock value. Total cost: £2,151.84. Fees to copyright holder (6%) 
and 3 readers (5% each) payable on sales.

8 This is arrived at by writing down the value of stock at January 1st 1999 by 20%; new stock in 1999 is not affected.
9 General fund £5,492.46 + WK £4,896.18 = Society’s net worth at December 31st 1999, £10,388.64 (1998: £10,004).
10 No transfer has been made in 1999 as work to the Collection (£618.35) exceeded donations and unclaimed expenses 

(£611.81- see note 3).
11 Undistributed copies of The Powys Journal IX, £550; Talking Book, £1,526.22 (see note 7); A Glastonbury Romance, 

remaindered copies, £16.98; Newsletters copied, £28.05.
12 Current account £152.69 + deposit account £7,981.85 = £8,134.54, less WK £4,896.18 = £3,238.36.
13 Sums due to the Society: tax refunds due for 1997, £204.61; for 1998, £205; for 1999: £205 = £614.61; Hengrave Hall 

advance fee, £50; cheques in hand £178. Total £842.61.
14 All interest has been retained in the General fund.

Stephen Powys Marks, Treasurer



The 29th Annual Conference of the Powys Society 
K ingston  M aurw ard  C ollege, D o rch este r 

S a tu rday  19th to  T uesday 22 th  A ugust 2000

As announced  in the N ovem ber Newsletter, the C onference rem ains at K ingston 
M aurw ard for a fu rther year, although once again we are avoiding the Bank 
H oliday w eekend to m inim ise travelling difficulties. Regrettably the C onference 
price will probably need to be raised slightly to around  £165.00 for those fully 
residential for the whole C onference, with the usual pro-rata  arrangem ents for 
p art-a tten d an ce  and day v isitors.T his is the first price rise since 1996. T here  are 
still places available, m em bers wishing to a ttend  contact C hris G ostick.

VI S I O N S  OF W E S S E X
P rogram m e

S a tu rd a y
12.00 - 4.00 C om m ittee M eeting

4.00 Arrivals and Tea
6.00 D inner

Bus to D orse t C ounty  M useum  
L ecture by R o g e r  P e e rs  on Maiden Castle, followed by R e c e p tio n

S u n d a y
9.00 R o b  T im lin  “Jim m y Plays Hop-Scotch ”: The Role o f Redfern

in Wolf Solent 
Coffee

1X.00 G re g  B o n d  Patience unto Eternity: T. F. Powys 
Lunch

2.00 P a t r ic k  C o u c h  A G lastonbury R om ance and Absolute Subjectivity: A
Phenomenological Consideration 

Tea
4.00 I a n  H u g h e s  The Collapse o f the Philosophical Romance: Male Posturings

and Female Subversion in M aiden Castle 
D inner

7.00 A n n u a l G e n e ra l M ee tin g  

M o n d ay
9.30 Jo h n  W illia m s  The Poetry of Francis Powys: “Fear, is the ruler of 

these paths.”
Coffee

11.00 P ro fe s s o r  C o n s ta n c e  H a rs h  (Colgate University) John Cowper
Powys’s American Lectures during the FirstWorldWar 

L unch
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2.00 H e n n in g  A h re n s  Light and Darkness in W olf Solent
4.00 A visit to M a id e n  C a s tle , followed by supper in D orchester

T u esd ay
Breakfast and D eparture Book Sale See page 47.

The Annual General Meeting of The Powys Society 
will be held at Kingston Maurward College of Agriculture, Dorchester 

at 7.00 pm on Sunday, 20th August 2000

AGENDA
1 M inutes o f the last AG M  (22nd A ugust 1999)

published in the November 1999 Newsletter
2 Any m atters arising from  the M inutes
3 T h e  H on. Secretary’s R eport
4 T h e  H on. T reasu rer’s R eport and the A udited  A ccounts

published in the July 2000 Newsletter
5 T h e  C hairm an’s R eport

published in the July 2000 Newsletter
6 To note the election of H onorary  Officers and C om m ittee M em bers for

2000/2001
7 To note that M orine K rissdo ttir has been  co-opted to the C om m ittee as

H on. C urato r of the Powys C ollection for a fu rther year.
8 A ppoin tm ent of H on. A uditor (S tephen Allen)
9 D ate and location of the 2001 C onference 

10 Any O ther Business
Chris G ostick, H on. Secretary 17 June 2000

Hon. Officers and Committee Members for 2000I2001
Notice o f Election

A full slate of nom inations for H on. Officers and C om m ittee M em bers for 2000/ 
2001 was published in the April Newsletter as requ ired  by the Society’s C o n stitu 
tion, together with an invitation to the m em bership  to make additional nom ina
tions. A num ber o f such additional nom inations have been received by the H on. 
N om inations Secretary appointed by the C om m ittee, w ithin the tim e-scale laid 
down and an election is therefore required .

I f  your subscrip tion to the Society for 2000 was received by the H o n .T reasu rer 
before the dispatch of this Newsletter, or you are an H onorary  m em ber of the 
Society, you will find attached to the Newsletter an Official Ballot Paper and
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particu lars of all the candidates standing for election. T his is the first tim e that 
these procedures have been used since the adoption of the revised C onstitu tion  in 
1996. Please ensure tha t you use your vote.

All m em bers are requested  to com plete and re tu rn  ballot papers as soon as 
possible, and  to be valid they m u s t  b e  re c e iv e d  byT U E SD A Y  15th A U G U ST  
2000, as required  by Rule 4.6(e) of the C onstitu tion . C om pleted  ballo t papers 
should be clearly m arked B a llo t  P a p e r  on the outside of the envelope and 
re tu rn ed  to Bruce M adge, H on. N om inations S ecretary ,T he Powys Society, 20 
L inden Avenue, T h o rn to n  H eath , Surrey, C R7 7D U .

T h e outcom e o f the E lection and a full list o f H on. Officers and C om m ittee 
M em bers for 2000/2001 will be reported  to the A nnual G eneral M eeting on 
Sunday 20 A ugust, and will appear in the N ovem ber Newsletter.

Chris G ostick 20 June 2000

Reclaiming Tax 
Gift Aid Declarations instead of Covenants

T he G overnm ent has b rough t in a new regim e for charities claim ing back the tax 
you have paid. Covenants have been abolished -  although existing covenants can 
continue until they expire (but see below).

Now, you can sign a G ift A id  D e c la ra tio n  th a t a donation you make to a 
registered charity, including subscriptions (subject to lim itations relating to the 
value o f the benefit given to m em bers), should be regarded as a G ift Aid donation. 
T his D eclaration can apply to a single paym ent, whatever the size, or to all 
subsequen t donations you m ake; it can apply to donations already m ade (after 
April 6 th  2000) as well as to fu ture ones.T he old rule tha t a covenant m ust last for 
at least four years has gone, as has the rule tha t the covenant m ust be signed 
before the  donation; there is no need for the signature to be witnessed.

Paym ent of either incom e tax or capital gains tax enables you to sign a Gift 
Aid D eclaration. A D eclaration can be cancelled at any tim e, so there is no 
com m itm ent to several years’ paym ent, and therefore you need no t hesitate to 
sign a D eclaration. However, because the D eclaration can only be effective when 
you have paid enough tax to cover w hat the charity will reclaim , you m ust cancel 
it if you cease to pay tax.

T h e  new system is sim pler all round. For you, the D eclaration is quick to 
com plete, while for us the procedures are also m uch simplified, so I shall be 
asking existing covenanters to sign a new G ift Aid D eclaration to supersede their 
p resen t covenants. I shall also ask all the o ther U K  m em bers who haven’t had 
covenants to help us with a G ift Aid D eclaration. Each subscription paid under a 
D eclaration would bring in nearly £ 4 , so there is the potential for reclaim ing
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alm ost £9 0 0  in a single year instead of an average o f £230  in each o f the last four 
years u nder the existing covenants.

To take advantage of the new system , I will send ou t w ith the N ovem ber 
Newsletter new D eclaration form s w ith subscrip tion rem inders for 2001 , and in 
fu ture, m em bership application form s will include a G ift Aid D eclaration.

S te p h e n  P ow ys M a rk s

John Cowper Powys Sallskapet
(The Swedish John Cowper Powys Society)

We are pleased to announce the foundation of the Swedish John C ow per Powys 
Society. T h e  objects of the Society are twofold; firstly, to  work for recognition of 
John C ow per Powys and for the publication and dissem ination of his writings and 
secondly, to encourage this recognition through  m eetings with lectures and 
discussion.

T hough it confines its scope to John Cowper, the Society is the  th ird  Powys 
society to be form ed and it is the first one in a non-E nglish-speaking country. It 
follows in the footsteps of the B ritish and A m erican societies, founded  in 1967 
and 1983 respectively.

T he idea for the Society’s creation came in N ovem ber 1999 when H akan 
Stockhaus and G unnar L undin , m em bers of a literary  society dedicated  to  the 
Swedish w riter V ictor Rydberg, were in conversation w ith their fellow m em ber 
Sven E rikT ackm ark  regarding ano ther of his passions -  his long tim e in terest in 
John C ow per Powys. Sven E rik  is, of course, known as JC P ’s co rresponden t ‘Eric 
the R ed’.

O n the 26th o f February  2000 fourteen people gathered at Sven Erik 
T ackm ark’s apartm ent in S tockholm  for the Society’s inaugural m eeting and the 
election of its first com m ittee. T h e  Society’s officials include L ars G u staf 
A ndersson (of the D epartm en t of C om parative L itera tu re , L und  U niversity) as 
C hairm an, Patrick Couch as V ice-C hairm an, H akan Stockhaus as H onorary  
Secretary, with Sven E rikT ackm ark  as H onorary  P resid en t.T h e  Society expects 
to have a m em bership of a round  35 w ithin the next few m onths and  will apply for 
charitable status in Sweden in the near future.

One of the first tasks the Society has set itself is to m ake publicly available Sven 
E rik’s translation  o f Autobiography th a t he m ade in the  late 1970s w hich has as yet 
never been published.

John C ow per Powys’s w ritings were first transla ted  in to  Swedish in 1935 when 
N atu r & K ultu r published ‘M odern  sjalskultur’ ( The M eaning o f Culture) in a 
translation by A lf Ahlberg, followed by ‘Lyckans vasen’ ( The A r t o f Happiness). 
S tud iekam raten’s Publishing H ouse republished the form er in 1994 u n d er its
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original title ‘K ulturens m ening’. In  1975 and 1977 the publisher Rene 
C oeckelbergs presented the novels ‘Wolf S olent’ and ‘D ararnas d an s’ (Ducdame) 
in Sven E rik ’s translation. In  recent years, w riters such as Ingem ar Algulin, 
G oran  Borge, H arold  W. Faw kner, Carl Erik af G eijerstam  and Eva Strom  have 
cham pioned Powys to the Swedish public. John C ow per’s writings have also been 
the subject of a num ber o f doctoral dissertations and theses by students at several 
Swedish universities. H is b ro th e rs’ writings are, however, alm ost unknow n in 
Sweden.

I f  anyone w ould like to  join the Society or w ould like fu rther inform ation, 
please contact:

JO H N  CO W PER  PO W Y S SALLSKAPET 

c/o Lars G ustaf A ndersson, Platslagarevagen 8, 227 30 L und, Sweden 
(e-mail: lars_gustaf.andersson@ litt.lu .se) 

or Sven E rikT ackm ark , Asogatan 82,118 29 Stockholm , Sweden.

R o la n d  H o r to n  on behalf of j o h n  c o w p e r  p o w y s  s a l l s k a p e t

Letters to Theodore from his Mother

T h e Powys C ollection contains 21 letters from  M ary C. Powys to T heodore 
w ritten  betw een July 1902 and July 7 1914 -  th ree weeks before her death. T hey 
are o f in terest for the light they throw  on the dom estic happenings at M ontacute 
Vicarage and they also cover a period when John, Will and B ertie were em barking 
on new careers while Llewelyn was struggling with illness and T heodore was 
m aking a false start, G ertru d e  spent some tim e in Paris and M arian  worked in 
Newquay.

M ontacute Vicarage 
July 25 1902

My D ear T heodore,
I am  very m uch pleased tha t you will be able to take up John’s work in his 

school next w inter. I send you my very best wishes and I think it was very brave of 
you to try  it, & I believe w ith though t & care you will get on & I will ask that you 
may have Heavenly Blessing on your new undertak ing . Bertie has got a camera 
and is beginning to photograph , I think it will im prove in time. D ear G ertrude is 
ready to stand  to be photographed  at any tim e in any weather.

We had our S School T reat on W ednesday, and fortunately  it was a fine day 
betw een two wet ones. T h e  clouds were dark and threatening at the tim e of the 
Teas, b u t the rain did no t come dow n.T heT eachers and friends have tea after the 
children and after them  the servants and helpers.

I hope you will lecture clearly and simply so th a t young m inds can take it in &
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learn  for their good. Your le tter pleased and in terested  us very m uch. W ith  ever 
dear love,

I am Yr. Affectionate M other
M ary C. Powys.

M ontacu te  Vicarage 
Sept. 17 1902

My D earT heodore ,
I thank  you very m uch for your letter. I am  very glad to have it for we d id  no t 

know your address. I am so glad tha t the people you are w ith are kind and  look 
after your meals as well. Should like to know w hat the hym n book is th a t they use 
at the church near you for I should like to send you one.

W hen I read the account o f Charles Lam b in the 19th C en tury  L itera tu re  
Saintsbury [??] I liked it very m uch indeed. I w onder if you have tha t valuable 
book to help you. T he kind patien t care he took o f his sister, who was so afflicted 
at tim es is very touching. H e was fo rtunate to have sufficient regular em ploym ent 
and get tim e for reading and w riting his unequalled  essays, of w hich the lightness 
of touch , & hum our & originality of thought & expression is quite unsurpassed . 
Your sisters and Llewelyn have gone today to B ru ton , & I hope L ittle to n  will 
com e to see me on Friday. Llewelyn goes with W illie to Sherborne on Tuesday.

I travelled hom e com fortably onT hursday  last week it was a very wet day b u t I 
had no difficulties, and I had  a very loving welcome hom e.

I often th ink  o f you and we shall all be glad to hear how you prosper. M ay G od 
Bless you in your new work, dearT heodore . F rom Y r. A ffectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M ontacu te  Vicarage 
Sunday afternoon M arch  21 1909

My D earT heodore ,
We are very thankful to  read in your telegram  to G ertru d e  th a t you have 

another little son, and we congratulate you bo th , and  we are m ost thankful tha t 
the child is born , I tru st th a t all will go on well w ith V iolet and the baby.

I hope tha t M iss Ford will com e to you as soon as possible, and tha t you will be 
relieved of the anxiety in seeing Violet well nursed . Please give my love to V io le t-  
little Dickey will be pleased to have a little b rother.

W ith m uch love to you and  K atie, I am 
Yr. Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M ontacu te  V icarage 
M arch  23 1909

My D earT heodore ,
I thank you for your card w ritten  on Sunday telling m e of the b irth  o f your little 

son Francis. I like the nam e very m uch and so does yr. F ather and also yr. Sisters.
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Your F ather was given the nam e Francis after his A unt Fanny (M iss Frances 
Powys) and we gave it to you. We are pleased th a t you call your new little son 
Francis.

I hope tha t you are able to rest at night and are easy aboutV iolet who I hope will 
go on well u n d er the care of her nurse.

I have heard  from  Willy this m orning, he is very pleased w ith the news. He 
helps with the m ilking & they begin  at 6o’c. in the m orning, he says the birds are 
all singing now.

W ith m uch love to you all, and my especial sym pathy and congratulations to 
Violet.

I amYr. Affectionate M other
M ary C. Powys

M ontacute Vicarage 
Jan. 27 1910

M y D ear T heodore,
I thank  you very m uch for your letter and kind invitation to K atie for 19 M arch, 

if all is well she will accept it, and she thanks you and Violet for asking her. She 
hopes to w rite to you on Sunday, she will be ra ther busy today and tomorrow.

D orothy and Isobel leave tom orrow  m orning. B ertie thanks you for sending 
his shoes which he received safely last evening -  he sends his love to you and he 
knows you will be glad to hear that he has had  a kind offer from  the Society for 
‘P ro tection  of O ld B uildings’ to work at the repairs and m easurem ent of a 
G entlem an’s old house in K ent, which is a good appo in tm ent if M r. Weir agrees to 
it. B ertie will talk it over with M r. Weir.

We are glad that the R eading Room  has begun so well, & we wish it good 
success, it was a m ost kind plan of yours, & a real help to the village

I saw in the S tandard  last Saturday the arrival o f John’s ship in New York on the 
30th Dec. so I hope to hear from  him  soon. Also th a t L. W ilkinson’s ship ‘U m bria’ 
arrived safely on 2nd Jan.

Bertie will vote for M r. John B urns, I am  glad of that, for he is a good m an. 
Living at B attersea it is good th a t B ertie should vote for him.

G oodbye dear T heodore w ith our love to you all.
I amYr. Very Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M ontacute Vicarage 
Feb. 23 1910

W hen K atie w ent away from  hom e she asked m e to have these scissors sharpened 
& sent to you in case they are the ones you m issed. So here they are, and I hope 
they will be your lost ones. It is a beautiful day after the rain and wind, for about 
a week the storm s lasted, & last Sunday it was trem endous, the wind & rain as 
we w ent to church was m ore than  I have experienced for years. You m ust have felt
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the storm  being near the sea, we hope no h u rt has com e to your house etc.
I am sorry  little Francis cries out at night it is often so when little  ones are 

cutting  m ore teeth . I thank  you for your letter. I had a nice le tter from  Llewelyn, 
he is allowed to walk ou t now. Your b ro ther John has sent m e a very good 
photograph  of him self with his fur coat & cap on. H e seems to be getting  on fairly 
well and is better.

W ith love to you and Violet and the little boys 
Yr. Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M o n tacu te  V icarage 
O ct. 6th  1910

My D ear T heodore,
I thank  you for your le tter, we are always glad to  hear from y ou . It was very nice 

of you & Violet to send a photograph  to N urse F ord  and it is nice th a t your docto r 
was pleased to have one -  F. P ippard  did his best I am  sure & was quite  anxious 
about the success o f them .

T here  certainly ought to be railings or a barricade by tha t p a r t o f the river in 
D orchester to prevent such sad accidents. I rem em ber the p a rt below  the prison 
where the dangerous path  is.

M rs. H ussey and her eldest daughter are staying a few days at M . H ouse & 
G ertrude  is gone for a walk w ith Miss Hussey th is m orning to H am  H ill. She is a 
tall girl and she has a particu larly  quiet nice m anner, she is ra ther like her b ro th er 
V ictor -  he is now in E ngland until next spring when he re tu rns to  India.

I have had a nice P. C ard  from  Llewelyn he really is be tte r & stronger and  can 
stand up & do his toilet. H e w rites m ore cheerfully, he is able to read  his books 
w ithout fatigue & he has m uch liked reading D on Q uixote all th rough , he says he 
finished the book yesterday, which as Pepys w ould say, ‘troubled  m e.’ B ut perhaps 
you would like to read his card, so I will enclose it and you can re tu rn  it at your 
leisure.

G ertru d e  wishes m e to say tha t she will w rite to you soon b u t today and 
tom orrow  are ra ther full days for her. M ay is qu ite  well and finds the sea air at 
Newquay does her good, & she is in terested  in her em ploym ent. L ucy is com ing 
here today for d inner and  the afternoon to help eat som e nice fish and  cream , a 
b irthday  trea t for G ertru d e . G ertrude  will send som e books w ith p leasure & will 
send som e titles. W ith love to Violet 

Yr. Affectionate M other
M ary C. Powys

M o n tacu te  Vicarage 
June 27 1913

My D ear T heodore,
Your F ather thanks you for your letter, he was pleased to receive it. T h e
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children who have measles are going on well so far.
We are very glad to have G ertru d e  hom e again, she enjoyed her tim e in Paris 

very m uch, her friend M iss D um as was m ost kind and helpful.
John is now at hom e at B urpham , I dare say he will come here before long. 

W hen the m easles are over we shall hope to see y ou . I will let you know how things 
go on. W illie is carrying his hay now and I expect he will cut m ore fields as the 
weather continues so fine and dry.

T h e  new farm er at the Abbey is nam ed M r. D are, they have a large family. T hey 
have just cu t the hay in Lawsall field -  a very good crop.

We all send our love to you and to Violet and the boys. I am 
Yr. Very affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M ontacute Vicarage 
M arch 27th 1914

M y D ear T heodore,
I thank  you very m uch for your letter and was very in terested  in your 

quotations from  Wesley’s journal -W h a t a storm ?

Powys fam ily group on the Terrace Walk at Montacute Vicarage, c. 1913 
standing: Llewelyn, Miss Dumas ( see line 3 above), Lucy seated: Marian, Gertrude
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We are rejoicing in a beautiful day. Today your F a th er is going to Yeovil by train  
& will walk hom e.

We shall be delighted to see you the week after next, the 6th  or 7th o f April. 
John hopes to arrive on the 13th Ap. And will com e via B ristol here for one night. 
I tru st all will go well w ith him  & his hom e voyage -  he hopes to  com e by the 
‘M au ritan ia’, b u t he has a lecture in New Jersey near the tim e she sails so he is just 
a little afraid he may no t catch it -  bu t hopes to.

A unt D ora has gone to Sherborne for one night and then  to Lucy for Sunday 
and then  hom e. I am glad Francis likes the P. book.

W ith our love to you all.Yr. Ever affectionate M other
M ary C. Powys

M ontacu te  Vicarage 
June 9 th  1914

My D ear T heodore,
I t  ra ined a great deal last n ight b u t it did n o t com e th ro ’ L u lu ’s ten t. We have 

had an in teresting letter from  W illie, he has shot 2 wild boars and a small deer, & 
he likes going riding by the lake on the ‘h ippo’ paths w hich w ander abou t in the 
jungle, he hears them  snorting  like engines and splashing in the water. Two 
natives w ent with him  the day he shot the deer. H is native boy cooks m ilk 
puddings well &Willie likes them . H e is going to interview  a governm ent official 
about som e plan. H e sees very large owls in the trees.

M arion L in ton  is staying here this week. We like her so m uch, she lives m ostly 
at A bingdon now with her Aunts.

We are going to Seaton next Tuesday the 16th, our address will be c/o M r. 
Scott, 7 West Cliff, Seaton. John hopes to take room s for him  and M argaret while 
we are there , which will be pleasant. I am  sorry to say he has no t been  so well lately 
-  having been troubled with his old com plaint. I have nice letters from  May, she is 
w ell.T his week K atie is having a few days w ith M rs. S tracy at E astbourne.

G ertrude  and I were very pleased with V iolet’s kind letter, please thank her for
it.

W ith our love to every one. I am 
Yr. Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

C/o M r. Scott, 
7 West Cliff, 

Seaton. 
June 18th 1914

T hank  you very m uch for your letter. We are very com fortable in these lodgings. 
T he windows look on to the sea & there is a p leasan t field in fron t, in a co rner of 
which Llewelyn has placed his ten t quite near to the house. We are having 
beautiful w eather and the sea is very calm. Llewelyn is taking F ather this evening
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for a walk towards Beer w here there are som e caves and very ancient quarries. 
John is here, he is be tte r b u t he soon gets tired, & has to  be very careful abou t his 
food. H e is going to Sherborne tom orrow  where M argaret will join him  for the 
C om m em oration Day on Saturday, and they will bo th  come back here for a week 
on M onday.

I hope the rain on Sunday refreshed your dry  ground , we had a very heavy 
th u n d er storm  at M ontacu te , it was all round and w ent on for som e hours. I have 
never read m uch of B ernard  Shaw. I have no doub t his rebukes to parents are 
often deserved. I hopeV iolet’s sister Betty will be happy, I send her my best wishes 
as she is going to begin m arried  life. I hope the young m an will be steady and good 
to her. I t is helpful for you to have a clock you can hear to d irect you as to the time.

W illie has agreed to work on a governm ent farm  at a good salary. H e goes there 
in a m o n th ’s tim e -  about 20 miles from M r. B arry ’s.

W ith love from  us all to you and Violet. I am 
Yr. Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys

M ontacu te Vicarage 
July 7th 1914

M y D earT heodore ,
We came hom e last Friday after a very pleasant holiday at Seaton. We have had 

a great deal of rain this last few days and fine w eather is w anted now for getting in 
the hay, there is a good deal about. Llewelyn is b e tte r b u t he is keeping quiet and 
not walking m uch. We hear from  M argaret tha t John is better, he was no t very well 
at Seaton. I think that F ather told you thatW illie’s address is now c/o East African 
Syndicate L td ., G ilgil, B ritish E ast Africa. Llewelyn heard  from  him  this week, he 
has been deepening a well, n o t an agreeable em ploym ent, in m ud and w ater deep 
down a well. H e says a m an came to buy cows, & he told W illie, on his way riding 
on a m ule he was followed by 2 lions, and with great difficulty and speed got away 
from them , at last they were tired  of the p u rsu it and tu rned  off. How many 
dangers there are in that country  -  Willie says it is the lam bing season & the ba
aing of the sheep & lam bs make him  think he is on the Abbey Farm  when he wakes 
up in the m orning, bu t the howling of an hyena soon tells him  where he is.

Perhaps you have been told tha t M r. Parker of C hilthorne R ectory died 
suddenly. Your Father took the funeral last M onday and the service there on 
Sunday m orning.

W ith our best love to you & Violet & Dicky and Francis. I am 
Yr. Affectionate M other

M ary C. Powys
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An Old Dorset Ditty

In  the m id 1930s the A ustralian poet and novelist K enneth  M ackenzie (1913-55) 
showed the com poser H orace Keats (1895-1945),1 ‘an old D orse t verse w hich he 
had w ritten from  m em ory’.T h is  is in fact the sam e ‘old D orse t d itty  th a t [Wolf 
Solent] had  read som ew here’ and which prior to  his first love m aking w ith G erda, 
in an em pty cow barn , ‘suddenly  floated into [his] m ind’. K enneth  M ackenzie 
appears to have taken Wolf Solent literally, as, according to H orace K eats, he 
‘could n o t rem em ber the origin of the poem  b u t adjudged it to  be an  old D orse t 
verse, its au thorsh ip  lost in an tiqu ity ’.

I t was the floor o f the barn , th a t was ‘thickly strew n with a clean d ry  bed  of last 
au tu m n ’s yellow bracken’ th a t triggered a m em ory in W olf’s m ind , and as he held 
G erda ‘tightly  against his beating heart, it was no t h er words b u t the w ords o f that 
old song which hum m ed through  his brain:

T h e re ’ll be yellow bracken beneath  your head;
T h e re ’ll be yellow bracken about your feet,
For the lass Long T hom as lays in ’s bed 
Will have no blanket, will have no sheet.

M y m other has sheets o f linen white,
M y fa ther has blankets o f purp le  dye.
But to my true-love have I com e to-night 
And in yellow bracken I ’ll surely lie:

In  the yellow bracken he laid her down,
W hile the wind blew shrill and the river ran;
And never again she saw Shaftesbury tow n.
W hom  Long T hom as had taken for his lem an!’ (148-9) 2

H orace K eats added a m elody to Powys’s poem , on July 20th  1935, and called 
it ‘Yellow B racken’. Eventually H orace K eats read  Wolf Solent, and  cam e across 
the source o f the poem . T his led to an exchange o f letters, w hen K eats w rote to 
Powys in 1938 seeking copyright perm ission for his setting. O n 29th  June 1938 
Powys replied as follows:

D ear M r. K eats,
W hat a funny thing to be able to w rite ‘dear M r. K eats’! Are you any 

connection w ith or of our greatest poet?3
Yes o f course you have my full perm ission as far as I can give for I d o n ’t 

know enough of publishing law to know technically  [if] I ought to ask my 
publishers or not. But it seem s to m e tha t an au tho r can give such a righ t 
... So go ahead: as far as I can say so! I am  delighted and p ro u d  tha t you 
should have p u t my song to words. Yes I invented tha t d itty  m yself and 
called it D orset.
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I hope you get this all right for I am no t qu ite  sure of the nam e of your 
town or city w hether it has an ‘r ’ or an ‘s’ in the m iddle of the word and is 
M osm an or M orm an. B ut I ’ll chance it by m aking that le tter look like 
anything or no th ing .4

K eats then  sent a copy of his song, because there was ano ther letter from 
Powys, on io th  O ctober [1938]:

D ear M r. K eats,
Aye! — how indescribably rom antic and weird it still is to m e & natural, 

to y ou!! To write those words at the head of a le tter!! I am very grateful for 
this beautifu l song for such I know it is.

T h is is the first tim e in my life I ’ve had a piece o f m usic copied out for 
me! How w onderfully you’ve copied it! To see m usic copied has one quiet 
in terest for m e of a literary  nature for by copying music Jean Jacques 
R ousseau earned one of the few honest livelihoods that w riters have 
earned!

B ut neither my lady nor myself nor anyone here in 8 little houses of this 
new w orking-people’s suburb  of Corwen have a piano, or can read music!
So alas we will have to wait till we get out, abou t 9 miles by bus along the 
great H olyhead highway to the house o f our friends M r. & M rs. James 
H anley — (the sea writer, if (I wonder) you know him?) who are very 
m usical and have a piano: & if they come to see us ere we can get out to 
them  I expect they would be able to sing us this song of yours, Sir, by 
reading it w ithout a piano.

C ertain ly  I confess I never realised how I had  caught the spirit of a real 
old ballad till I saw it betw een your m usic. I am  very p roud  o f it and know 
I shall be th rilled  by it when I hear it th o ’ alas no t m usical enough to do it 
real justice. B ut if I were able to do it justice I couldn’t feel m ore 
gratitude!

K eat’s song was sung by several Australian singers in 1936 and 1937, b u t he was 
unable to get it published, despite a num ber o f attem pts. Eventually it was 
published by W irripang in 1995. According to H orace K eats’ son B rennan, ‘this 
song is still very popular, in fact it is about to be perform ed at th ree recitals next 
F ebruary  and will be recorded by ABC Classic E nterprises later on this year, for 
a CD  of K eats’ m usic for the Federation Year o f 2001'.

T h e  m elody has also been transcribed for various instrum ental arrangem ents, 
including an oboe arrangem ent by Charles M ackerras (now Sir C harles), and in 
a le tter to B rennan  Keats he com m ented on its intriguing changes of tim e and its 
alm ost ‘blue last chord’. B rennan Keats has advised m e tha t he is ‘currently 
producing the string q u arte t arrangem ent my father m ade o f ‘Yellow B racken’, so 
ensuring tha t the poem  and m usic will reach an even wider audience’. H e also 
no ted  tha t ‘each of the scores for these transcrip tions has a copy of the poem  
included as a perm anen t m em ento of the m usic’s origins ... In so doing I continue
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my fa ther’s trad ition  of attaching equal im portance to bo th  poet and com poser’.
As far as I am aware K eats’ song has never been sung in D orset, and  unless the 

H anleys did  indeed prem iere it, never in the U K. Perhaps som e m usical m em bers 
of the Powys Society can rem edy this at a fu ture conference?

R o b in  W ood
NOTES

Horace Keats’ son Brennan Keats very kindly gave permission for the use of material from 
his web page, and from his biography of Horace Keats. The main source for this piece , 
including the transcription of the two letters, was the Brennan Keats’ web page {see end of 
this note), which quotes from the biography of his father: J. Brennan Keats, A  Poet’s 
Composer: The Biography of Horace Keats 1895-1945, published by Publications W irripang, 
PO Box 50, Culburra Beach, NSW  2540, Australia; Phone: +61 2 4447 2366. Postage 
outside Australia $10.00 Bankcard, Visa, M aster Card welcome. The sheet music for 
‘Yellow Bracken’ is also published by Publications W irripang. You can see the first page of 
the song on the web site under the heading ‘Catalogue of Songs’: 

<http://www.wirripang.com.au/home.htm>
1 Horace Keats was an accompanist and composer, born inTooting, London. He went to 
Australia on a tour in 1915, accompanying a singer and stayed. He was then engaged by the 
baritone Peter Dawson to tour Australia in 1915. He fostered the cause of Australian poets 
and was involved in radio broadcasting, as well as writing music for radio, plays and ballet.
2 John Cowper Powys, Wolf Solent (1929) (London: M acdonald, 1961).
3 According to his son’s biography, Horace Keats was in fact related to a Captain Keats 
who sailed with Drake.
4 The original letters from John Cowper Powys are now in the New South Wales State 
Library, as part of the Keats Collection.

Reviews
M ary Shelley. A  Literary Life, by John  W illiam s
London: M acm illan, 2000. £ 1 2 .9 9 .ISBN 0 333 69831 2.

SUBVERSIVE STRANDS IN  ID O LA TRY  

John W illiams is well known in T h e  Powys Society as the form er ed ito r o f the 
Journal, a valued m em ber of the executive C om m ittee, and  a learned  and 
en tertain ing  speaker onT . F. Powys. Perhaps less well-known is his expertise in 
the R om antic period of literature and biography in  general.

T his finely crafted book is W illiam ’s second one (the first was on W illiam 
W ordsworth) in the M acm illan ‘L iterary  Lives’ series which em phasises the 
professional, publishing and social contexts w hich shaped  the w ritings of E ng
lish-language authors. It is an in teresting and -  in the case o f Shelley in particu lar 
-  a very relevant approach. A lthough this new biography explores her m any o ther 
writings -  7 novels, short stories, essays, b iographies, travel-w riting, letters, her 
journal as well as her editorial work on Percy Shelley’s poetry  and prose -  M ary 
Shelley is probably best known as ‘the au thor o f F ran k en ste in ’.

In  an unpublished letter to his b ro ther L ittle to n  Powys, som e incident
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prom pted  John C ow per to rem em ber reading F rankenstein  to their G rand
m o th er’s cook when he took her ou t rowing in W eym outh Bay. H e does no t say 
w hat he or the cook though t of the novel, or how they got back safely to  shore, 
given this double act o f reading and rowing.

As W illiams points ou t, ‘M ary Shelley’s life was inescapably literary.’ It was 
also inevitably m elodram atic. H er m other was M ary W ollstonecraft, the political 
w riter and fem inist; her fatherW illiam  Godw in, the au tho r and philosopher with 
anarchical views which captivated the R om antic poets. M ary’s m other died in 
ch ildb irth , G odw in rem arried , and she grew up very unhappily  in a d isfunctional 
family o f half-brothers and sisters. She m et Percy Bysshe Shelley, the poet, who 
was a great adm irer o f her fa th e r’s theories abou t the com prehensive reform  of 
society. A lthough he was already m arried, M ary eloped with Shelley when she 
was i6 .T h e y  w ent off to Sw itzerland, taking her half-sister Jane, to found (they 
hoped) a radical com m unity o f friends. I t was no t successful, and pursued  by 
debt-collectors they soon re tu rn ed  to L ondon. T h ere  Shelley’s first wife H arriet 
becam e pregnan t again, as did Mary. Jane (now calling herself C laire) becam e 
pregnan t by the fellow-poet, B yron.T hey w ent back to  Switzerland, and this stay 
lasted for three m onths. I t was during  this second experim ent in com m unal living 
that M ary Shelley began w riting  Frankenstein, over which she worked in the next 
few years. Back again in L ondon , another half-sister, Fanny, com m its suicide as 
does Shelley’s wife H arrie t. M ary becam e Shelley’s second wife in D ecem ber, 
1816. C laire has a daughter, Allegra, and M ary gives b irth  to her th ird  ehild.

In  January, 1818, Frankenstein is published and , by February, Percy is anxious 
to be on the road  again, so off they sail -  Shelley, wife M ary, ‘sister’ C laire, 3 
children, 2 nurses and the accom panying paraphernalia  of a nom adic life -  ‘in the 
teeth  o f a M arch gale’.

Back in Italy M ary Shelley began work on ano ther novel, w rote various short 
stories, did all the transcrip tion  work for her husband . She was by now 22, 
p regnan t with her fourth  child (the first had  died  prem aturely, the second of 
m alaria, the th ird  of a fever), she was estranged from  her beloved father G odwin, 
who nonetheless continued  to dem and m oney from  them  that they seldom  had, 
the nurse had had a child by Shelley and M ary ’s relationship with Percy had 
becom e understandably  som ew hat strained. She w rote in her Journal o f A ugust, 
1819 a characteristically am biguous ‘We have lived five years together & if all the 
events of the five years were b lo tted  out I m ight be happy.’

At the po in t of alm ost com plete breakdow n, she wrote her second novel, 
M athilda, and then  a th ird  novel, Valperga, thus establishing a life-long pa tte rn  of 
coping w ith bereavem ent and pain by tu rn ing  life situations into a world of 
fiction. As W illiams says, ‘T hese were all literary  lives, forever exploring paths 
which led from  actual existence into fiction, fable and dream , and out again.’ (13)

And so it w ent on -  in trigues bo th  sexual and political, constan t nightm arish 
travel, unceasing hack w riting in an attem pt to stave off total poverty. In  May,
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1822, C laire’s daughter Allegra died, M ary herself alm ost died of the m iscarriage 
of a fifth child. On July i of that year Shelley and a friend were drow ned in a 
storm .

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s death  was what W illiam s calls ‘a key m om ent for the 
developm ent of [M ary Shelley’s] literary life. F rom  this po int on she was driven 
to w rite and rewrite in fictional form  different versions o f the narrative o f her life 
w ith Percy.’ (92) T he first ‘version’ begins w ith a long letter to her friend  M aria 
G isborne in August, 1822:

M ary’s letter is no t the work of a wom an whose spirit is broken. It is a 
strong, dram atic narrative where the au th o r sets abou t dealing w ith the 
traum a through the use of literary form. ... Just as the device of fiction in 
M athilda  and Valperga had carried M ary o u t o f her depression before and 
during  her tim e at Pisa, so here it enabled h er to cope with the next, even 
m ore dem anding crisis. T he letter casts the terrib le  reality in to  fictional 
form , and in th a t way it can be confronted, w ritten  and read through  to its 
devastating conclusion. (90-91)

T h e  rest of her life M ary Shelley spent try ing to m ake a living by w riting  -  for 
herself, her only surviving child and her ever-needful fa ther — battling  poor health  
and, above all, determ ined  to rehabilitate the po et to a public either hostile  or 
indifferent to his work and reputation. T his task  was accom plished w ith the 
publication of the four-volum e edition of The PoeticalWorks o f Percy Bysshe Shelley 
in 1839. She used her Preface and the editorial m achinery  of extensive notes to 
p roduce ‘a vindication o f his character and a critique of his work th a t would 
display him  as one of the greatest poets and th inkers of his age.’ (171) I t  was an 
im m ense task of editorship, particularly, as John W illiam s points ou t in one o f his 
m any delightfully sly asides, ‘when it comes to reconstructing  a v irtuous Percy 
Shelley’.

T h e  question that arises ou t of this book is why did  M ary Shelley devote her 
life to this reconstruction  to the detrim ent and  finally the underm in ing  of her 
own ability as a writer? A wom an friend w rote her angrily:

G ood God! To think a person of your genius ... should th ink  it a task 
befitting its powers to gild and em bellish and  pass off as beautifu l w hat 
was the m erest com pound of vanity, folly, and every m iserable weakness 
tha t ever m et together in one hum an being! ... You could w rite on 
m etaphysics, politics, ju risprudence, astronom y, m athem atics -  all those 
highest subjects which they tau n t us w ith being  incapable o f trea ting , and 
surpass them  . . . .  (168)

Inevitably for Powysians, the same question  arises. W hy did Alyse G regory 
leave an intellectually prestigious job in N ew  York to live in a D orse t cottage and 
devote herself to caring for a sick w riter-husband? W hy does any accom plished 
professional wom an im m olate herself on the a ltar o f h er m an ’s ‘genius’? A nd why, 
in the process, does she feel the necessity o f m aking th a t com panion g reater than
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and m ore v irtuous than  he was? I have been reading Jacqueline Peltier’s sensitive 
m onograph on G regory and re-reading Alyse’s Journals (a photocopy now in the 
Powys C ollection, thanks to the generous gift o f Jud ith  Stinton) and am forced 
once again to ponder on this aspect of the hum an -  no t only or even necessarily 
the fem inine -  psyche.

JohnW illiam s does no t tackle this question head  on, bu t he is obviously aware 
of it and is com passionate and thoughtful in his final analysis of M ary Shelley as 
a writer:

Everything she w rote ... reflects the fractured, com plex world she was 
forced to inhabit all her life. H er novels are a com m entary  on the way she 
was constantly  being challenged to th ink and act by different people who 
had  their own m em ories of her past, and whose voices were for ever 
jostling for dom inance over her ow n.T he narratives she produced  in these 
circum stances are forced continually  to tu rn  back and look again at 
situations from  which there can be no clearly discernable way forward.

T here  is of course a shadow side to this, or w hat John Cowper once called ‘our 
F rankenste in  echo’. H er idolatry is constantly  counterpoin ted  w ith subversive 
strands in her fiction. W illiams points ou t tha t the only way she could confront 
Shelley, the m an she rem em bered, as opposed to  the poet she eulogized, was 
through h er fiction. For example, in January, 1824 she published the article 
‘Recollections of Italy’ where Percy appears in the persona o f ‘a sensitive 
saccharine poet of n a tu re ’. T h ree  m onths later she publishes a malicious, 
gloriously satirical story told at the po et’s expense. In  her novel, The Last M an, the 
central character is Adrian/Shelley ‘showing courage and com passion as the 
coun try  (and the world) slides into anarchy.Yet w hat M ary writes is in the end an 
uncom prom ising denial of the Shelleyan dream .’ A drian, the leader, dream s of a 
com m unity  of ‘enlightened individuals, elim inating injustice, fam ine and dis
ease’ b u t all he does in reality is lead his followers to oblivion.

W illiam s astutely ends his book on this note o f vast ambiguity:
In  his play, Bloody Poetry, H ow ard B renton has Byron playfully challeng
ing M ary to a duel; they have to choose their weapons. Byron suggests 
rhym ing couplets, M ary opts for ‘H om e tru th s ’, to which Byron replies, ‘I 
-  am  dead .’ M ary Shelley had played an influential p a rt in establishing a 
m ythology of R om anticism  centred  on the personalities of Byron and 
Shelley, b u t as B renton seems to suggest, her literary life (no t just her 
published work) was equally about destabilising tha t mythology, and we 
have yet to appreciate to the full her contribu tion  of her ‘hom e tru th s ’ in 
th a t respect.

T h is is a well-crafted and crafty biography, w ritten  in  John W illiam s’ charac
teristic style of lightly-worn erudition , and will be a valuable source book for 
those in terested  in the rom antic legacy in Powysian writings

M o rin e  K r is s d o t t i r
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John Cozvper Powys in Germany Today
A n Additional Note (June 2000)

I p resen ted  som e press reactions to G erm an editions o f A  Glastonbury Romance 
and Weymouth Sands in the April 2000 Newsletter, and  now the editor o f the 
Newsletter has drawn my a tten tion  to further m aterial. T h is  is significant in th a t it 
appeared in Die Zeit, probably  G erm any’s m ost respected  weekly paper, and 
certainly the weightiest (literally so), with considerable influence in cu ltural 
affairs. Die Zeit devoted a whole page to A  Glastonbury Romance w hen it cam e out 
in 1995 {Die Zeit, 8. 3. 1996), by one of G erm any’s best-know n critics, F ritz  J. 
Raddatz. N ow  a full page on Weymouth Sands has followed (4. 5. 2000). T his 
article does no t say m uch abou t Powys’s novel, n o r abou t Powys him self, and 
even if this is disappointing, it paradoxically m eans th a t Powys is now an au tho r 
G erm ans are expected to know.

T h e  whole po in t is familiarity. T he reviewer, RolfVollm ann, referred  to Powys 
in an earlier full-page article in Die Zeit this year (5. 1. 2000), en titled  ‘W hat was 
in the beginning?’ H ere Vollmann discussed the first lines o f novels by au thors 
such as Italo  Svevo,Thom as M ann ,T hom as H ardy, Balzac, H ans H enny Jahnn, 
P roust, George E lio t,T heodor F ontane -  and John C ow per Powys. T h e  com pany 
an au tho r is seen to keep is often the best advertisem ent for his work, as long as 
this rem ains largely unknow n and unread. A nd the first sentence of A  Glastonbury 
Romance has retained its repu ta tion  in G erm any for being the w orst opening to 
any novel in the whole h istory  o f lite ra tu re .T h is is superb  advertising, if the novel 
is seen to  be w orth the effort it takes to read it anyway.

R olf V ollm ann’s review o f Weymouth Sands is en titled  ‘As if it were always a 
m atter of going for the w hole’, and begins w ith a w onderful anecdote from  
n ineteen th -cen tu ry  A ustria. F riedrich  H ebbel reviewed A dalbert S tifter’s long 
and undram atic  novel Indian Summer and offered the crown o f Poland to anyone 
who could get through it. Vollm ann’s review goes on to  com pare John C ow per 
Powys’s works to those o f H ans H enny Jahnn (1894-1959), the one G erm an  
au thor who has often been  seen in literary kinship w ith Powys. T h e  po in t of 
com parison is no t m uch m ore substantial than  the fact that the crow n o f Poland 
is still up for grabs. Vollmann wants that crown because he has m anaged to read 
Jahnn, and he read Jahnn only because he w anted to  know w hat the link to Powys 
was. R eading all of these very long novels is an ath letic feat, as well as an aesthetic 
pleasure. T h is  is a challenge th a t a reader ofV ollm ann’s review may well take up, 
particularly  as S tifter’s Indian Summer is a kind o f paradigm , now an und ispu ted  
classic of anti-m aterialist, individualistic, artistic  self-assertion in the face of 
n ineteen th -cen tu ry  industrialisation. T hrough  the rest of the review nam es are 
dropped like hairpins: PaulV alery,Thom as H ardy, K lopstock, A ndre G ide, Rilke: 
what counts is the com pany you keep.

Vollmann goes on to discuss Wolf Solent, A  Glastonbury Romance and Weymouth
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Sands, praising Powys’s vision o f an alternative world and his gift for creating a 
p lethora o f living characters, full of em otion and soul, and also the au th o r’s gentle 
w it.T he significance of the size o f the breasts o f a girl to the m ale heroes of novels 
is discussed, and Jahnn and Powys are seen to  differ on this po int. T h e  two differ 
also in that Jahnn’s characters are only pale shadows of the au th o r’s own self, 
whereas Powys’s characters may be created from  a p art of the ego of the au thor, 
b u t then  becom e living m odels for a world m uch m ore com plex and m uch larger 
than  our own world. V ollm ann’s review closes w ith the greatest possible praise: 
‘Powys w rote his novels at a remove from  all contem porary  trends, it has been 
rightfully said. B ut quietly startled , one day you realise tha t all the truly great 
books of the now disappearing, notorious tw entieth  century  ... were w ritten at a 
remove from  their own tim e.’

Powys Society m em bers have already com pleted  the long-distance ru n  
through the works of John C ow per Powys (although, as far as I know, no t one of 
us has the crown of Poland). G erm an reviewers, it seems, are now recom m ending 
tha t o thers pu t on their jogging shoes. T his is also rem arkable in the context of 
contem porary  G erm an literary  affairs. M ost of the m edia have been concentrat
ing on a general cult of trendy  young au thors writing on lifestyle in G erm any 
today, and representing a b reak  with the past.To rediscover an eccentric V ictorian 
is itself an eccentric endeavour.

T h e  two articles can be found at p resen t u nder http ://w w w i.zeit.de/tag/ 
kultur.h tm l (then type Powys into the search function).

A m ore substantial con tribu tion  to popularising Powys in G erm any is an 
hour-long  radio feature by Elke H einem ann. T h is was co-produced by the 
national station D eutschlandR adio  Berlin and the regional stations Bayerischer 
R undfunk  and Siidwest R undfunk. All three broadcasted  the program m e in May 
and June, and a fu rther station , N orddeu tscher R undfunk, has also shown 
in terest. H einem ann w rites in the adm irable trad ition  of the literary feature in 
G erm an radio, which in troduces an au thor th rough  a collage of excerpts from  his 
works, statem ents by the critics, and a critical com m entary from  the radio author. 
U sing this m ethod for an au th o r as prolific and hard  to pin down as John Cowper 
Powys is n o t easy, b u t H einem ann  has provided an en tertain ing , and thoroughly 
researched, in troduction  to all aspects of his life and work. H er choice of title is 
‘T h e  M ore the B etter’, and the subtitle translates roughly as ‘T he Extravagant 
W rite r’.

H einem ann begins by giving a general in troduction  to Powys’s philosophy and 
tem peram ent, and draws on Autobiography to p resent the au th o r’s view of him self 
as an obsessive individualist and magician. She then runs through the Powys 
family legend, John’s education and lecturing, and concludes with excerpts from 
and com m ents on the m ajor novels. T h e  enduring im pression is that of an 
unbelievably com plex m an with a rem arkably simple philosophy on life: ‘Enjoy!’

Some tim e ago the Powys Society Newsletter ran a series inviting m em bers to
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describe how they came to be in terested  in the works of the Powys family. In my 
case, a BBC World Service radio program m e was to blam e. A fam ous person, 
whose nam e I have forgotten, was asked to in troduce a book w hich had a lasting 
influence on his life. T he book was Wolf Solent, which I bough t and read  lying on 
my back in an English garden. F rom  then  on I was hooked, and I am  sure th a t Elke 
H einem ann’s work can have com parable effects on som e G erm an  readers.

A new publishing venture is likely to enhance John C ow per Powys’s repu ta tion  
fu rther in G erm any. T he m ail-order publisher Zw eitausendeins already has th ree 
Powys books available: these are Autobiographic, Glastonbury Romance and Wolf 
Solent, and all three are licenced editions o f o ther pub lishers’ translations at 
greatly reduced  prices. Now Zw eitausendeins is p reparing  its own series o f books 
by John C ow per Powys, and branching  into a totally new area for G erm any, and 
for contem porary  Powys publishing w orldw ide.T hree o f Powys’s philosphies and 
guides to good living are to be published by Z w eitausendeins in  the  au tum n , in 
what will be, as far as I know, their first G erm an  translations. T h ere  are no 
G erm an titles available yet for The A r t o f Happiness, In Defence o f Sensuality and 
The A r t o f Growing Old, and press m aterial is no t due o u t un til the end o f July. T h e  
Zw eitausendeins website has no details on these works at p re sen t.T h e  publishers 
tell m e, however, that the texts have been  transla ted , and also th a t negotiations 
are u nder way for a fourth  book, In Spite O /.T his certainly m akes G erm any one of 
the m ost v ibrant places around  in John C ow per Powys publishing today, as these 
books will p resen t a side to Powys’s work which is generally neglected  every
where. M ore G erm an reactions to  Powys seem  guaran teed  this year, and English 
readers can perhaps th ink them selves a little u n fo rtu n a te  th a t no publisher of 
English books is showing anything like the in terest now evident in Germ any.

T h e  crown of Poland goes on loan to  G erm an  publishers and  critics, for their 
collective efforts to in troduce John C ow per Powys to the reading public.

But only if the people o f Poland agree! G re g  B o n d

Llewelyn's Birthday 13 August
T his year the date we have traditionally  celebrated by m eeting, toasting  and 
walking falls on a Sunday and it is hoped  tha t this will enable m ore o f us to tu rn  
out. We will assemble as usual at The Sailor’s Return, E ast C haldon , at noon. After 
a b ite to eat we shall d rink  a toast to Llewelyn Powys, and then  those so m inded 
will walk to  Chydyok and on to his m em orial stone w here the trad itional w reath 
will be laid. We hope to walk on from  there and pass his earlier hom e in one of the 
coastguard cottages at W hite N o th e .T h a t will depend  upon  sufficient cars and 
willing drivers being available to m eet the party  at O sm ington M ills and  re tu rn  us 
to C haldon. If  you have been before you will probably  com e again -  if no t, why n o t 
try  it this year? F riends are welcome.
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A.R.Powys, Roger Clark and West Pennard Tithe Barn

Six hundred  yards alm ost due south from  my house and visible from  the upstairs 
windows is a small solitary fifteenth-century tithe barn. Graceful and m odest in 
its little field of half an acre next to the road between West Pennard and 
B altonsborough, it so enhances the landscape and puts to sham e the few m odern 
buildings in the vicinity tha t it questions the very notion of progress. It is always 
known as the West Pennard tithe barn  b u t in fact it is just over the boundary  in the 
parish o f West Bradley. Indeed  it is bu t a few yards from where three parish 
boundaries m eet,W est Pennard, West Bradley and Baltonsborough; m ost of these 
three parishes were w ithin the ‘twelve hides’ of G lastonbury Abbey and the barn  
would have stored the produce paid as tithes from  all three. I t was bu ilt in the 
heyday of the A bbey’s prosperity, like m ost of Som erset’s fine churches, when the 
county was growing rich on the wool trade. Two abbots o f G lastonbury  at the 
beginning of the fifteenth century  ruled for rem arkably long periods; John of 
C hinnockfrom  1374 to 1420 and N icholas o fF rom e from 1420 to  1456 and it was 
one of these tha t m ust have ordered the building of the barn.

For five centuries it survived rem arkably well b u t by 1930 had fallen into 
serious d isrepair ‘with nearly half its roof gone and with one end and p art of the 
adjacent roo f sm othered with ivy’. T he tenan t fa rm er1 ‘had already gone so far as 
to obtain an estim ate for rem oving the rem ains o f the old roof, lowering the walls 
and erecting a flat-pitched corrugated iron ro o f’.2

B ut on 29 D ecem ber 1931 Roger Clark, D irector of the successful shoe
making firm, C. and J. C lark of Street, drove by on one of his m any jaunts about 
the countryside. He was a m an of wide and cultured interests; ‘family and local

West Pennard Tithe Barn, November 1935
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history, dialect, archaeology, people and buildings, a real sense of the value of the 
past and o f him self being p art of a long heritage -  these were essential ingredients 
of his life’. On this occasion he no ted tha t ‘the old court b a rn 3 near P ennard  is a 
fine b arn  b u t falling into decay and I think I m ust see if it can be rescued for the 
N ational T rust some tim e’.4

A year later he was at Long Sutton  w here there is a C o u rt H ouse which he was 
in terested  in saving, to m eet M r M acG regor, p a rtn e r of A. R. Powys ‘who is 
making a survey of the C o u rt H ouse for the Society for the P ro tection  of A ncient 
Buildings on my account for I am thinking of buying it to repair. I t is in a sad state 
of decay’.Two weeks later he bought it for £ 6 o o 5 and on 7 January  1932 he called 
on A. R. Powys and J. M acG regor at the Society for the P ro tection  of A ncient 
Buildings (S.P.A.B.) at the Adelphi and arranged for them  to carry ou t the repair 
of the C o u rt H ouse at Long Sutton. On 9 Septem ber he went w ith M acG regor to 
look at the C o u rt H ouse and thought it had begun to look ‘very com ely’.6

T h e  very next day M acG regor, who was Technical Adviser to  S.P.A.B., 
inspected the C o u rt Barn at West Pennard. A lthough Roger C lark is said to have 
paid only £5 for it at auction funds were still wanting for its repair, and for four 
years it rem ained in the same ruinous condition. I t was no t un til the  early spring 
of 1936 th a t A. R. Powys produced the following eloquent appeal for funds for 
m em bers o f S.P.A.B.

C o u r t  B a rn ,  W est P e n n a rd ,  S o m e rs e t

T he b arn  at West Pennard , near G lastonbury is one of the sm aller o f its 
kind. It is perhaps the sm allest in England to receive from  the m en who 
built it tha t gracious b u t appropriate finish which cannot be otherw ise 
defined than  as making it a perfect work of Art. It is now here elaborated  
beyond tha t point which essentially lies w ithin the needs o f w ork-a-day 
agriculture. Its fine finish is as well related to the sim plicity o f its purpose 
as is the rich elaboration of a mediaeval cathedral to the right pride of the 
C hurch  and the glory of her services; and because of this righ t fitness it 
calls from  a sensitive m an the same glowing pleasure as is had  from  
grander buildings; for an appreciation of the aesthetic is essentially a 
recognised purpose, properly achieved. T h e  barn  roo f bu ilt w ith fine oak- 
work, shaped and joined as carefully as any tim bers in the roofs of a 
church or m anorial hall, yet there are no m ouldings or elaboration 
unsuitab le to its purpose.

Lately the roofs of the Parish C hurch  have been skilfully repaired , nor 
has the parish paid the deb t incurred  in this good work. She is doing her 
full duty  by her buildings of value. T he long and close association of 
village life with C hurch and barn  calls us to secure th a t bo th  buildings so 
typical of rural life should be m aintained w ith the same skill tha t was 
given them  when they were m ade. T hey  are contem porary; no t tha t the
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church  has no t in its walls and foundations work tha t is m uch older. From  
the m anner of its bu ild ing the barn  is known to have been com pleted in 
one operation in the first q uarte r of the fifteenth century. Every twenty- 
five years or so it was re-thatched , until abou t one hundred  years ago 
w hen it was covered with hand-m ade tiles. T h e  changing usages of 
farm ing and poor tim es through which this industry  has passed has of late 
years prevented its owners from continuing this necessary work. T he 
consequence of neglect has followed. A p a rt o f the roof has fallen in. For 
four years the Society for the P rotection of A ncient Buildings has 
a ttem pted  to in terest any person or body who m ight wish to join it in the 
preservation o f this barn . At last opportun ity  has com e which enables it to 
do m ore than  seek their interest. Definite offers have been received by it. 
T h e  N a tio n alT ru st has w ritten  tha t it will accept the barn  if it is given it, 
w hen well repaired, and w ith an incom e tha t will pay for fu ture repairs. A 
m an has offered £100  tow ard the cost of the work on condition that the 
Society finds the rest of the money. It is its wish to do this: and it now 
m akes one of those rare  appeals, which so seldom  issue from  its offices, to 
its loyal m em bers and their friends, asking them  to enable us to fulfil this 
object. N or m ust the ow ners’ goodwill to the schem e be left u n to ld .T hey  
are willing to hand  the barn  and the land im m ediately about it, to  the 
N ational T rust. F u rth er, M r. E. E. Bowden, an architect in whom  the 
Society has well-proved confidence, has undertaken  to give his experi
enced supervision w ithout charge. I t was u nder his care tha t the church 
roofs ofW est Pennard  have just been repaired.

T h e  Society therefore prays you to make such a m oney con tribu tion  to 
this work as the case and your m eans m ake p ro p e r.T h e  Society will act as 
T reasurer for the F u n d , and the m oney collected will be placed in its bank 
until the final paym ent is made.

Replies should be sen t to m e at 20 B uckingham  Street, S trand, W C2.
Signed A. R. Powys 7

T h e date of the second photograph  of the appeal shows tha t it was w ritten only 
a m onth  or so before he died, on 9 M arch 1936. Roger C lark went to the funeral 
a tW in terborneT om son  and describes it:

H e was only 54 and I gather died of cancer. I did no t even know he was ill.
It is a very great loss. H e was so wise and sensible and so thorough. I liked 
him  very m uch. H e stayed here on several occasions and I always w anted 
to see m ore of him . I can’t think how they will replace him.

T h e  tiny church was one he had rescued and repaired for the  S.P. A.B. as 
their m em orial to T hom as Hardy. I t had been rebuilt and re-furnished 
abou t 1700 and never touched since; a curious sem i-circular east end, two 
rows of horse box pews, pulpit, sounding board , screen, altar rails, a table,
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all of light oak and of charm ing simplicity; plain whitewash, p re tty  roo f 
divisions, clear glass -  all repaired and cleaned just perfectly and in a 
farm yard.

I recognised at once John C ooper [sic] Powys, a strange looking 
creature with a m ane of rough grey hair and an aquiline nose who kissed 
two other bro thers in the church and repeatedly some of the wom en 
outside.

A second parson gave a very nice and sym pathetic address on Powys’ 
life and work. It was all very nice. N o t m any there bu t those who came 
either family or m em bers of the Society. M acG regor’s wife there and 
Bowden the architect on the Pennard Barn. I was very glad to be there .’ 8

T he funeral was reported  in The Times as follows:
N either John, Roger C lark nor any 

m em ber of the Powys family appear to 
have com m ented on the presence 
am ong the m ourners of two particularly  
distinguished m en whose nam es appear 
again and again in the annals of the 
period: Sir Sydney Cockerel, the friend 
of every m an o f letters worthy of the 
nam e such as H ardy, Gosse and A. C. 
Benson, and D etm ar Blow, the hand
some and highly fashionable Arts and 
Crafts architect so popular with the

M r . A. R. P o w y s  
The funeral of Mr. A. R. Powys took place 

on Thursday at Winterbourne-Tomson, Dorset. 
The Rev. Richard Askew and the Rev. G. Davis 
officiated.

Among those present were: —
Mrs. A. R .' Powys (widow), Mr. J. C. Powys, Mr. 

L. C. Powys (brothers). Mrs. Littleton Powys, Mr. T. F. 
Powys (brother). Miss Powys (sister), Mrs. Llewellyn 
Powys (sister-in-law), Mrs. Thomas Hardy, Mr. Herbert 
Marks (son-in-law). Miss Evelyn Powys, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. McGregor;

Mr. Rivers Pollock, Mr. and Mrs. Roger Clark, Mr. 
Noel Eaton, Major H. C. C. Batten, Mr. W . H. R. 
Blacking, Mr. Lesley, Captain T. N. Robinson, Mrs. 
Scott Maxwell, Miss Rogers, Mr. William Weir, Mr. 
Norman Jewson.

Mr. G. F. Prior, Mr. G. L. Brown, Mr. Roland 
Stephenson, Mr. Seymour Schofield, Mr. J. S. Wilson, 
Mr. H. Everett, Mr. Owen Fleming, Sir Sydney Cockerell 
(Director, Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge), Mr. 
Detmar Blow, and Mr. C. W . Pike (representing the 
Wessex Society of Architects).intelligentsia such as the Souls am ong 

the aristocracy. H e too built with local m aterials and restored buildings to  their
original style.

T he fifty-ninth annual repo rt for May 1936 for the C om m ittee o f S.P.A.B.
states ofW est Pennard  Barn that:

In M arch an Appeal for funds was issued to enable this in teresting barn  to 
be repaired and handed to the N ationalT rust to be held in perpetu ity .T he 
total cost will be about £400 . T he C om m ittee knows well how tiresom e 
appeals can becom e, bu t it w ould rem ind m em bers that it seldom  issues 
an Appeal itself on behalf of a building, though often recom m ending the 
appeals of others. In this case the C om m ittee has no hesitation in asking 
for the liberal support of m em bers of the Society in carrying out the work.

For four years the Society has attem pted  to  secure the preservation of 
the barn , and its thanks are m ost surely due to  the one m em ber who has 
given it courage to undertake the work and issue the appeal by his gift of 
£100, and to the architect who has undertaken  to supervise the repairs 
w ithout charge.

T his barn  is an unusual building. It was constructed  early in the

31



fifteenth century with all the refinem ent and high finish tha t one is 
accustom ed to find in the great tithe barns of such m onasteries as 
A bbotsbury and G lastonbury; yet it is a small building perfectly adapted 
to  the needs of a village like West Pennard, and when re-conditioned it will 
again be let for use as a barn. It is also unusual in tha t it retains at the east 
end considerable rem ains of a stone built pigeon house, bounded  by a 
rectangular fish pond , making altogether a ra ther com plete establish
m ent.

T h e  one m em ber, and as it seems the only m em ber, to pu t up the funds, was 
Roger C lark .T he architect, E rnest Bowden, m ust have begun work soon after the 
publication of the appeal for when Roger C lark visited the site on 28 April 1936 he 
found the progress ‘interesting b u t slow’. It was still ‘slow’ on 9 May. O n 13 May 
C lark m et Bowden there, ‘a nice m an, perhaps lacking in push. I have thought the 
work seem s to hang very m uch the last two or three weeks. H e seems to think it 
has gone well. Anyway he seem ed to appreciate my com ing over.’ O n 4 July the 
work still seem ed ‘very slow’ b u t by 17 Septem ber progress was visible and the 
cost was rising. T he roof was on ‘b u t m uch pointing to do still -  and over £400 
spent and  n o t finished yet. I think the job has no doub t been slackly overseen -  key 
m en away elsewhere and M r. Bowden has no idea how long the work will take. I 
have p u t up £350 already and did no t m ean to pu t up m ore b u t it looks as if I may 
have to. Any way it will be a beautiful result.’ 9

O n 21 O ctober the barn  was ‘still unfinished. It seems in term inable. I think 
Bowden m ust have no idea how to estim ate tim e’, and on 7 N ovem ber it was 
‘m ostly done b u t three or four buttresses in a very unsound state. I fear m oney has 
ru n  ou t and M r. Bowden is no t there to check work done.’ However, on 17 
D ecem ber Roger Clark, a m ost generous benefactor was able to note that the 
repairs to  West Pennard tithe barn  were, now quite com pleted and looking very 
fine and  good for hundreds of years.’ 10

Roger C lark was a m ost hospitable m an and seems to have kept virtually open 
house for anyone in whose work or personality he was interested. In  every way he 
supported  the operatic productions of R utland B oughton and the L ittle Plays of 
S t F rancis of Laurence H ousm an, who becam e a friend of the family. C lark’s 
younger sister, M argaret, m arried A rthur G illett who had been a Cam bridge 
friend o f E. M. Forster. In July 1953 Forster stayed with the Clarks and Roger 
describes him  as ‘a charm ing person and quite simply friendly’. O n 9 July they 
took him  for a drive to show him  the beauties of the neighbourhood; they went to 
‘M ells, and  Orchardleigh, Beckington, From e and N unney and hom e by Pennard 
B arn and B altonsborough’ and F orster proved h im se lf‘a delightful com panion 
for such an outing’.11 H e m ust, on such an expedition, have heard talk of A. R. 
Powys as they passed Pennard Barn and he may even have m et him  as a fellow 
guest at the C larks’ house in S treet.12
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The Powys Journal Volume X
As usual at this tim e of year, a new volum e of The Powys Journal is alm ost ready to 
go to the p rin ter, so that it can be handed out to paid -up  m em bers at the 
C onference. It has been edited by Paul R oberts, and  contains alm ost entirely 
original m aterial by several m em bers of the Powys family, w ith com m entaries 
from  experts, a num ber of reviews, and an Index to Volumes I to X.

Letters to the Editor
D ear John, Like Neil Lee, I too was struck by the throw-away com m ent in 
N ew sle tte r^ , o f P. J. K avanagh tha t Llewelyn’s w ritings seem  so far rem oved from  
any reality tha t he cannot read them . T h e  fact th a t you have received no letters 
o ther than  N eil’s on this, may n o t be an indication th a t your readers accept 
K avanagh’s verdict on Llewelyn. I, for instance, d id  n o t b o th er to  respond simply 
because the com m ent of Kavanagh was so silly, so u nsubstan tia ted  and so 
dismissive, that it did no t w arrant any serious response. H e is en titled  to like or 
dislike whom soever he pleases. B ut th a t kind of ou trigh t re jection does no t invite 
others to en ter into any so rt of literary debate. T h e  fact th a t som eone may be a 
‘heavyweight’ literary critic, clearly does not preclude them  from  the odd 
‘lightw eight’ com m ent.

Best wishes from  the m ost Southerly o f all your m em bers!
Jonathan Schrire, C apeTow n.

D ear John, I have just read and enjoyed the April Newsletter. I though t the poem  
on the last page excellent, and enjoyed LP on Hardy. Just one th ing  bothers me 
about this, a very small thing it m ust be said. In  the last paragraph  on page 20 
there’s a strange person by the nam e of M asterlinck m entioned . I feel sure this 
m ust be M aeterlinck, he of The Bluebird and Pelleas and Melisande. It is just a 
hunch, and I ’ve no wish to belittle  Neil L ee’s efforts in transcrib ing  L P ’s 
handwriting!

Barry C ronin
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A  footnote to the review o f Herbert William’s novel, A Severe Case of D andruff 
(Newsletter 39).
D ear John, I take it you are the ‘ JB ’ who w rote th a t nice review o f my book in the 
Newsletter. T his is just to say how m uch I appreciate the trouble you took over it. 
I was especially pleased with the com parison you drew  betw een R alph’s sanato
rium  and Llewelyn’s at Davos and I particularly  enjoyed Peter Foss’s piece.

In  the tim e I was w riting about I think all TB  patients felt a so rt of kinship 
with each other, and I have always felt drawn to Llewelyn Powys’s work because 
he too suffered from ‘the b ug’! And strangely enough, it was ano ther ex-TB 
patien t who first told me about the Powys brothers. H e had w ritten to JC P  via his 
publishers after reading A  Glastonbury Romance, and to his great surprise, had 
received a letter in re tu rn  from  the great m an, then  living in B laenau Ffestiniog! 
T h is friend -  GeoffW atkins -  showed me the letter at half-tim e at a rugby m atch 
in C ardiff and although I can’t rem em ber the contents, I have a clear m em ory of 
tha t unm istakable handw riting. I little thought tha t one day I w ould be bold 
enough to try  w riting about JC P myself.

H erb ert W illiams

D ear John, Re Edw ard Woods m entioned in Peter Foss’s Davos article. My 
family knew him. He ended  up as Bishop of Litchfield. I am sure the Powyses 
would have known him  and  his wife through the Johnson family. Edward was 
descended from  E lizabeth Fry who was bo rn  G urney, a N orfolk family nam e and 
his wife was a Buxton, also from  Norwich.

Edw ard would have been younger than  JCP, possibly a contem porary of 
Llewelyn’s. H e was an outstanding  person with exceptional good looks and a 
saintly nature. I w onder if a foreign posting at such an early stage in his career may 
have had  som e connection with a health  problem . He was an exceptionally open 
airy so rt of person, the first Bishop who although gaitered was always hatless. 
Jim* was very im pressed by Edward Woods when he covered a service he took to 
com m em orate Bunyan at a church in Bedfordshire, during which he read large 
chunks of Pilgrim’s Progress with great gusto. Edw ard Woods was a great friend of 
Edw ard VIII who visited him  frequently. T he latter has been m uch m aligned of 
late b u t I have never heard  ill of him  from those I have known who m et him.

Patricia Dawson 
* Jim  Dawson, Patricia’s late husband, was a journalist.

D ear E ditor, Since the 70s over 3,000 extraordinary and perfectly realised crop 
circles have been ‘m ade’ mainly on the Wessex chalklands o f H am pshire, 
W iltshire and D orset. It so happens that m any of our m em bers and ‘Powysotica’ 
are exactly in these places. It is surely a subject which would have fascinated John 
C ow per and for all I know references to them  appear som ewhere in his work.

I am  a subscriber to the journal Cereologist and like m ost of its readers and co
researchers am  sure tha t we are in a d o n ’t-know situation with regard to their
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cause. A small m inority of them  are seriously regarded as hoaxes, m ade by 
hum ans. T h e  rest rem ain a genuine mystery. All are well crafted, m any are very 
large and extrem ely com plex in form. Alm ost none have been seen in the m aking 
and it is som ething of a w onder that they appear close to roads and  habitations - 
after very sho rt sum m er nights of only six hours o f darkness. T h is  w ould be long 
enough to com plete a simple shape, bu t no t long enough it w ould seem  to make 
the large, com plex and finely detailed ones.

M ay Pringle, of Petersfield, says she ‘has com e across num erous cases of 
people still living who played in crop circles as children in the 20s and  30s. Circles 
have been recorded in Russia, Japan, A m erica, C anada, A ustralia, E astern  
Europe, F rance, Spain, South Africa, Israel and other countries. T here  is 
scientific evidence with regard to huge electrical discharges, m olecular dam age 
within stem s and so o n .T he m any photographs in books, calendars, etc. testify to 
their high ‘craft skills’ and their beauty. I w ould like to know w hether any 
m em bers have had experience of these form ations, or an instinct ab o u t them , and 
w hether there are any references to them  in Powys literature.

G raham  Carey

John Sanders, is an extremely modest man and a carpenter by trade. Janet Pollock had 
drawn attention to the fact that the wooden cross marking Katie's grave was in need of 
repair and John took on the job without hesitation. However, he did hesitate when I  
approached him for permission to print extracts from his letters on the subject to Janet 
and to me, but was finally persuaded. Ed.

... T h e  cross is now solidly p lan ted  in the ground, w ith its surface sanded  and 
coated in linseed oil. I have appointed m yself guardian o f the cross and  will in 
fu ture keep K atie’s m em orial in good order. I expect you [Janet] can rem em ber 
Katie. She m ust have been a fascinating lady. Probably no t easy to get to know, 
bu t I can em pathise with her love of the C haldon  downs and her need for solitude.
... Before I went on the walk I m entioned earlier I m ade a second visit to C haldon 
churchyard. K atie’s cross was undergoing inspection from  a local cat which was 
sitting on S.T.W. and V.A.’s grave stone. I w ondered w hat T heodore  w ould have 
m ade of it and was rem inded of the conversation betw een the corpse, the candle 
and the slow-worm. I could im agine the cat asking the cross w here it (he) had 
been as she had m issed him; and the reply: ‘Oh I ’ve been a-travelling, to the 
M idlands - to be restored .’ (And tha t in a-boasting, superior voice - a F reddie 
Jones voice!)

In his letter to m e John drew my atten tion  to the en try  in The Diaries o f Sylvia  
TownsendWarner (edited by Claire H arm an) for 19 D ecem ber 1972. O n tha t day 
Sylvia and Janet m et a M r P otter (a stonem ason) and his son at C haldon  to have 
Valentine’s grave stone p u t'in  place. T h e  entry  runs: ‘T h en  M r P o tte r cum  filius 
drove up; there was the stone on a little trolley. H e & his son & Janet pushing got
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it up  the path  & to the place .T hey began cutting  the tu rf .T hen  M r H ouse arrived, 
all sextonly, and was m uch b e tte r at bedding slabs than  they. All w ooden posts, 
[he] said, apropos of leaning Katie, go at g round level, “betw een wind & w ater” . 
H e liked this phrase & used it several tim es.’

John explains that K atie’s cross is still leaning slightly, b u t this is to do with the 
concrete socket in which it stands.

W ith thanks to John Sanders and Janet Pollock

A Glastonbury Romance For The New Millennium

T his article incorporates a paper of the sam e nam e in the m agazine The Right 
Times, A pril-June 2000, Issue No. 9.T his magazine is produced byT he Friends of 
the R ollright Stones, an organisation which exists to prom ote the care of the 
R ollright Stones, and to su pport the objectives o f the R ollrigh tT rust, a registered 
charity. T h e  address for obtaining copies of the magazine is:T he E ditor, PO Box 
333, B anbury, Oxon, 0x16 8 x a , Price £2.50. I t was w ritten for an audience largely 
unfam iliar with JCP. I gave a lecture incorporating some o f this m aterial at the 
1991 Society C onference. It was no t considered suitable for publication at that 
time because of the evident difficulty of incorporating a ‘m athem atical’ paper of 
a controversial nature (do I hear the words ‘ley-line’ anywhere?) with what is after 
all a ‘lite rary ’ topic. It is hoped that a fu ture paper in this Newsletter will 
dem onstrate  tha t it w asn’t only John in the Powys family who seem ed to know 
(albeit unconsciously) som ething the rest of us aren’t aware of. Since the 
‘m athem atical’ aspects have now been published, it seems appropriate  that the 
Powysian aspects should see the light in the Newsletter.

O n G ood Friday, April 1930, John Cowper Powys started  to w rite his m asterpiece 
novel, A  Glastonbury Romance. I t was the day o f the 1930 O beram m ergau 
Pageant, and no doub t he chose this day particularly, because he wished to write 
a novel abou t a G lastonbury Pageant. T here  were however two im portan t 
differences betw een Powys’s Pageant and the O beram m ergau Passion Play. 
Firstly, Powys’s Pageant was no t just a C hristian event, it also incorporated  Celtic 
mythology, including tha t of the A rthurian  Legend. Secondly, and m ore im por
tantly  for this paper, it took place no t at Easter, bu t on M idsum m er Day.

H e had  been in troduced to the G lastonbury legends the year previously, by his 
b ro th e r’s m istress, Gam el Wolsey. It was a decade since Bligh Bond had published 
his controversial work, The Gate of Remembrance, detailing how Spirit com m uni
cation had assisted him  in his excavations of G lastonbury Abbey. T here  was 
already in G lastonbury a sense of spirituality that did no t wholly derive from 
C hristian  history.
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T he literary ou tpu t of John Cowper Powys is m onum ental. He lived from  1872 
until 1963. From  1905 to 1934 he was a travelling lecturer in the U n ited  States, 
drawing audiences of thousands in C arnegie H all, to  hear him  lecture ab o u t the 
great figures in W estern L iterature. I t could well be argued th a t the w ritings of 
JC P were one of the first fanfares ushering in the Age o f A quarius, the N ew  Age 
and Living E arth  philosophies. H e was a pantheist, a ttribu ting  feelings to rocks, 
stones, rivers as well as the p lanet itself. A lthough he disliked being called a 
M ystic, a reading of any of his six m ajor novels w ould convince you otherw ise. In 
his novels it can be said tha t alm ost everything exists only to p ro p o u n d  JC P ’s 
personal philosophy. In  a nutshell this was tha t since Science and R eligion were 
bo th  ‘D ogm atic’ and generally opposed to each o ther, the only sensible course for 
the thinking person would be to say, ‘A plague on bo th  your H ouses’, and  that 
everyone should develop their own ‘L ife-Illusion’ w ith which to face the world. 
T he only constrain ts he would apply are that you should never be cruel, and  never 
deliberately destroy another person ’s ‘L ife-Illusion’. In  his novel The Brazen 
Head, one of his characters says:

T here  was w hat he was pleased to  describe as an invisible dim ension tha t 
existed over the whole surface of land and  sea; and th a t into this 
dim ension rushed all the thoughts and feelings and passions o f everything 
that was subject to these things ... and tha t everything th a t existed had 
such feelings, no t even excluding rocks and stones and earth  m ould. H e 
fu rther held tha t this invisible dim ension was m uch m ore crow ded and 
m uch m ore active at certain  geographical points ... for no t only m ust 
there be ... feelings tha t we m ust think o f as feelings of our M other, the 
E arth , b u t there m ust also be ... sem i-conscious vibrations corresponding  
to the feelings of all the m aterial elem ents w hereof the substance o f the 
p lanet is com posed.

In the O ct-D ec  1999 issue (No. 7) of The Right Times, I described  a large 
triangle of sides very close to the whole num bers 20 ,2 4 ,3 5  {see figure, over) linking 
St M ichael’s Chapel on top of G lastonbury  Tor, W inchester C athedra l High 
A ltar, and the centre o f Avebury derived from  the scientific lite ra tu re , with 
Stonehenge located at a place inside the triangle exactly ten un its from  Avebury 
such tha t the direction of the M idsum m er Sunrise, 40 degrees 54 m inu tes in 
neolithic tim es, exactly coincided with the d irection  o f G rim es G raves, the 
largest neolithic flint m ine in Europe. T h e  line (SD) also form ed a m utual 
diagonal for a system of ‘alm ost’ Pythagorean triangles. A line draw n from 
Stonehenge to Grim es Graves in one d irection  follows the Icknield Way for m uch 
of the distance. W hen extended in the opposite d irection, south-w esterly  tow ards 
the m idw inter solstice sunset, it reaches the  sea at Chesil B each, D orse t, two 
miles from  where the ashes o f John C ow per were scattered by his family.

Such geom etrical arrangem ents, incorporating Pythagorean triangles and a 
M egalithicYard of o. 8291 m etres, have frequently  been  described in the scientific
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literature, b u t only w ithin stone circles. M y paper shows a large-scale geom etric 
construction  based on a m egalithic mile of 2.7851 kilom etres, equal to 3360 
m egalithic yards. T he significance of the num ber 3360 is that it contains m ore 
divisors than  any num ber below 5040, and is thus an ideal unit. T h e  accom pany
ing diagram  shows the ‘Facts and F igures’, and if there are any m athem aticians 
within the ranks of the Society they are invited to check them . O ther m em bers 
can of course look at the m ap references and check them  on the m ap, b u t I warn 
you tha t they are not the usual O rdnance Survey six-figure references, accurate to 
100 m etres, b u t ten-figure references accurate to 1 m etre. By the way, a scientific 
article which I wrote m any years ago, seven years before I joined the Society, was 
accepted by New Scientist magazine, bu t they had cold feet just before publica
tion, and said I had to prove tha t my figures were no t the result of chance alone. 
T his I was unable to do.

All the above in troduction  has been necessary for me to write, as I now wish to 
try  and dem onstrate the rem arkable way in which John C ow per’s life led him 
from G rim es Graves to Chesil Beach, from  Sunrise to Sunset, using som e of the 
m ost im portan t parts o f his writing to reinforce my argum ent.

A lthough born  in D erbyshire, he moved to D orchester when he was eight years 
old, and from  the tim e he was born  the sum m er holidays were spent with his 
grandparen ts at N orthw old, in Norfolk. T h e  nearest station, where they got off 
for N orthw old, was B randon.

T h e  first p a rt of A  Glastonbury Romance follows the story o f John Crow, who 
arrives at B randon S tation for a funeral, and subsequently  travels back to 
G lastonbury, calling at S tonehenge on the way. T he first paragraph o f A  Glaston
bury Romance has been described as ‘the B eecher’s Brook of English lite ra tu re’. If 
you can’t jum p it, you will fall, and never read Powys again. So hold on to your 
horse, and rem em ber tha t we are talking about the Sun Line to Grim es Graves. 

T here  occurred w ithin a causal radius o f B randon Station one of those 
infinitesim al ripples in the creative silence o f the F irst Cause. In the soul 
of the great blazing sun there were com plicated superhum an vibrations 
[connected] ... w ith the feelings o f a few intellectual sages who had 
enough im agination to  recognise the conscious personality of this fiery 
orb as it flung far and wide its life-giving m agnetic forces. Roaring, 
cresting, heaving, gathering, m ounting, advancing, receding, the enor
m ous fire-thoughts of this huge lum inary surged relentlessly to and fro, 
evoking a tu rbu len t aura of psychic activity.

B randon Station is less than  200 m etres from  the M idsum m er Sunrise line, 
and is also the station for G rim es Graves, which is less than three miles away. 
N eolithic m an was able to pick up this ‘tu rbu len t aura of psychic activity’, so that 
walking this line from Stonehenge was no m ore difficult for him  than if it had 
been m arked ou t with lum inous paint.

John C ow per’s life moves on from childhood to C am bridge University. His
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college was C orpus. A lthough not passing through his college, the line does go 
through C am bridge, passing the edge of M idsum m er C om m on(!) and through 
the Fitzwilliam  M useum . In  his Autobiography Powys describes a m om ent of 
vision that he had walking in the fields near C am bridge, which affected his whole 
life. H e said:

I rem em ber the exact spot where it took place, n o t far from T rum ping ton  
M ill, in the um brageous purlieus to the rear o f the Fitzw illiam  M useum  
... It caught me up in a kind of seventh heaven, it certainly penetra ted  
every recess of my being ... I t has a power upon  m e th a t is like the power 
of a h idden  M ass, celebrated by no hum an hands, tha t vision of ‘Living 
B read’, tha t m ysterious m eeting point of anim ate and inanim ate had  to 
do w ith some secret underlying world of rich m agic and strange rom ance. 

C ould he have walked across the M idsum m er Sunrise line?
John C row ’s journey, and John C ow per’s life, moves on to Stonehege. In  his 

1929 Diary, John Cowper describes a visit he m ade to  Stonehenge and says: ‘I 
prayed to the actual stones o f S tonehenge, to help m e w rite such a book on 
G lastonbury  as has never been w rit of any place.’

And w hat has John Crow to say in this place? W hat inspirational thoughts came 
to him  as he wandered am ongst the stones, in those happy tim es when the m ight 
of English H eritage security d id n ’t prevent you from  doing so?
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T his stone is called the H ele Stone ... H ele, can’t you see what it is? ... I t ’s 
Helios, the Sun!... H e felt too far drunken  with the m agnetism  em anating 
from  these prehistoric m onoliths ... I believe th a t this stone ... is far older 
than  the rest. I th ink stone worship is the oldest o f all religions.

We m ust continue along our line, bu t I canno t resist a quotation, fu rther on in 
the book, about his u ltim ate destination, G lastonbury.

I expect the deepest roo ted  superstition  here, if you could compel 
G lastonbury  Tor to speak, would tu rn  out to be the religion o f the people 
who lived before the ancient Britons, perhaps even before N eolithic man.

Finally we move tow ards Chesil Beach, leaving John Crow to his adventures in 
G lastonbury. O n the way we pass w ithin 400 m etres of the C erne G iant. T he 
C erne G iant, together w ith a character called John O ’ D ream s, and five com pan
ions, in the fina l chapter o f John C ow per’s /in a /b o o k ,/! //  or Nothing, published in 
i960 , describe themselves as ‘O ur little group, living so close to the Chesil 
B each’. T hey  go to see Q ueen Boadicea in the Tower o f L ondon. T he Q ueen is 
described as having been b o rn  ‘far up the IcenW ay’.T he  term  ‘IcenW ay’ occurs 
three tim es in this last small chap ter.T he IcenW ay is of course the IcknieldW ay, 
the road to the lands of the Iceni tribe. John was, w hether consciously or 
unconsciously, drawing his w riting, his life, the IcknieldW ay, and the M idsum 
m er Line to a close.

As I m entioned earlier, John C ow per’s ashes were scattered at Chesil Beach. 
A nother of John’s characters, in the novel Weymouth Sands, has this to say about 
Chesil Beach:

H e would fall into a daydream  or a vegetative trance, in which all m anner 
of scenes ... by the shallow backw ater called the F leet, or along the crest of 
Chesil Beach, seem ed to grow in im portance, until they acquired for him  
a so rt of mystical value, as if they were the casual by-paths or hidden 
postern  gates, leading into aerial landscapes o f o ther and m uch happier 
incarnations.

John C ow per Powys even had som ething to  say about C hance and maps. I 
quote from  his novel Wolf Solent:

I t was as if there were som e special aesthetic laws which C hance delighted 
to obey; and this always gave him a peculiar satisfaction to contem plate 
this bizarre rhythm . At such m om ents he felt h im self sacrificing action, 
em otion, sympathy, every hum an a ttribu te , in a so rt of ecstatic pondering 
over w hat this artistry  o f chance was accom plishing. H e felt as if he were 
in the presence of the unrolling of a so rt o f psychic map. T h e  figures on 
this m ap ... were a so rt of eddying vortex of significance upon a stream  
that was always evolving itself into mystic diagrams! C hance, in fact, was 
for ever at work fulfilling its own secret aesthetic laws, bu t every now and 
then , as at this fatal m om ent, its creation becam e especially vivid, and the 
whole ‘Psychic M ap’ upon  that flowing stream  becam e violently and
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intensely agitated.
T h is quotation  from the novel Maiden Castle concludes this paper:

T he power of the underw orld  that our old bards w orshipped ... is the 
power o f the G olden Age! Yes, i t ’s the power our race adored w hen they 
built Avebury and M aiden Castle and Stone H enge and C aer Drw yn ... 
the power that rushes through me when I go out there ... po in ting  towards 
M aiden C astle ... can never disappear out o f the hum an h eart now it has 
once appeared. I t moves from  the possible to the im possible, it abolishes 
cause and e ffec t... i t’ll b reak through, and when it breaks th rough , these 
four thousand  years wherein the world has been deceived and has left the 
way will be redeem ed, and w hat was in tended  to happen will be allowed to 
happen, and the superstition  of Science will be exploded for ever!

T h ere ’s a thought for the new M illennium .
M ich a el E verest

Members’ News and Notes

Sven E rikT ackm ark  has been working with a Swedish poet on the translation  of 
A  Philosophy o f Solitude and ‘hopes tha t some publisher will take i t’. His next 
project, regardless of poor health , would be the translation o f In Spite O f  and The 
A rt o f Growing Old, the problem  is tha t he does no t any longer have the  books. If 
anyone can make a paperback o f either available Sven will be very grateful.

★ ★★★★

M ichael Skaife d ’lngerthorpe spotted  a passing reference to JC P  m ade in ‘F ron t 
Row’ (BBC Radio 4) on 4 May. I t was in an item  on M ayors in lite ra tu re  and the 
arts (to coincide with the L ondon mayoral election) p resen ter M ike Lawson 
spoke to K im  N ew m an, referring to The Mayor of Casterbridge as being virtualy 
the only significant British reference to mayors, as opposed to their prom inence 
in A m erican literature and cinem a. In  referring back to H ardy, N ew m an re
m arked tha t there was also a M ayor of G lastonbury  in JC P ’s A  Glastonbury 
Romance and that this book dealt with the aspect of elections (and appealing to 
the public) in some m easure.

★ ★★★★

A New Collection of Essays, P o s tm o d e r n  P o w ys , by Joe B oulter, will be ou t in 
tim e for the A nnual C onference. It contains new essays on John C ow per Powys, 
including: A Postm odern R eading of Powys via G. W ilson K night, M ikhail 
Bakhtin, Jean Baudrillard and G ianni Vattimo. Wolf Solent, Parody and 
Postm odern F iction. Jacques D errida and D eauthorisation  in Powys’s A utobiog
raphy, Owen G lendow er and W alter Scott, and has bibliography and notes.

Joe Boulter is Senior Scholar at Somerville College, Oxford.
Published by Jeremy R obinson (John C ow per Powys Studies Series), PO Box
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393> M aidstone, K ent ME14 5XH. 84pp. ISBN 1 86171 047 X. £ 7 .4 9 /8 1 2 .0 0 . Special 
offer to Powys Society members, £5 .99, p o st free.

★ ★★★★

H erb ert W illiams is one of the founding editors of a new poetry  magazine, 
Roundhouse, which comes out three times a year. A lthough based in Wales, 
subm issions are welcomed from  poets living anywhere and Patricia Dawson is 
already am ong its contributors. As well as poetry  it runs prose articles on poets 
and aspects of poetry. A year’s subscription is £ 9 , m ade payable to  R oundhouse 
at P.O. Box 433, Swansea, s a i  6wx.

Global H aiku, Twenty-five Poets Worldwide, an anthology edited by George Swede 
and R andy Brooks, M osaic Press, ISBN o 88962 713 4, price $15. C ontains nine of 
Cicely H ill’s com positions.

The Tanner ‘In A Large Way’

This article is by the great-great-great-granddaughter o f the Revd John Johnson (1769- 
1833), ‘Johnny o f Norfolk’, Rector ofYaxham in Norfolk and grandfather of M ary  
Cowper Powys. I t tells the story o f his father, John Johnson of Ludham. It 
first appeared in the Q uarterly  Journal of the Parson W oodforde Society and is 
published here, together with the portrait miniature o f John Johnson the tanner, with the 
author’s consent. Ed.

On 14 April 1778 James W oodforde ‘took a r id e ’ of a few miles to take part in a 
R otation at the hom e of his friend Castres D onne, the curate of M attishall. After 
the death of his m other, widow of the Rev. Roger D onne, vicar of Catfield, 
C astres provided a hom e for his sister Anne in what W oodforde called ‘a very 
small, poor co ttage’, near M attishall church. Besides W oodforde and the two 
D onnes, those present at the R otation were G eorge Howes andT hom as Bodham , 
who had no t yet m ade up his m ind to give up his Cam bridge Fellowship and 
m arry  Anne. Two children were staying in the house, C atharine Johnson (Kitty), 
aged 11, and her b ro ther John, aged 8 and on holiday from G resham ’s School, 
H olt. W oodforde found them  ‘fine children’, and added that their father was ‘a 
T anner b u t in a large way and lives near C atfield’.T heir m other was C astres’ and 
A nne’s sister C atharine.

T h e  tanner, John Johnson of Ludham  near Catfield, was baptised in H olt on 28 
M ay 1717, the th ird  son ofW illiam Johnson and M ary Crofts. W hen or why he set 
up his tannery  in Ludham  I do no t know, bu t an earlier inhabitan t of the village, 
C astres’ grandfather Roger D onne, was described at his m arriage as a tanner, so 
the craft was presum ably already practised there. John Johnson alm ost certainly 
lived in the G reat H ouse, a property  built in 1680 and about a mile from the
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village. It is now refaced with flint and called the S tone H ouse. To the rear o f the 
house were barns and a m eadow  which stretched down to the River A nt, and there 
is a tradition  in the village that this was the site of a tannery .T he road on which the 
house stands is called Johnson Street. Over the years John Johnson acquired

considerable property  in the village 
and beyond, and was one o f the 
forem ost landowners in the district.

H is first wife was M ary Bacon: 
no thing about this m arriage is 
known except that the couple’s first 
child, John, died in 1747, and in 
1751, two years after giving b irth  to 
a daughter, Sarah, M ary herself 
died. After her death  John cast 
around for another wife, and, date 
unknow n, m arried H annah , sur
nam e unknown. She also had a son 
John, b u t he too died as an infant. 
T h eir daughter H annah  M aria 
(known as M aria), was b o rn  in 1758, 
and her b irth  was swiftly followed 
by tha t of another daughter, Anne. 
Both girls lived to m arry  and have 
children, b u t long before this their 
m other had  died, after giving b irth  
to ano ther son, who lived for only a 
few days.

Castres D o n n e’s eldest sister C atharine was 25 and still living in Catfield in 
1765 with her paren ts when she becam e John Johnson’s th ird  wife, and took on 
the job of m othering his th ree surviving children. A branch of the D onnes lived in 
H olt, where John Johnson was born , and the two families were already on friendly 
term s; this was the first o f several m arriages betw een them . In  the year o f his 
m arriage to C atharine, John Johnson gave D r W illiam D onne o f D ereham , 
C atharine and C astres’ uncle, the huge sum  of £1000, for which D r D onne 
m ortgaged his house, the George Inn, and the bowling green in D ereham . T he 
£1000 was needed to set up D r D onne’s sonTom  in L ondon as a ‘silk th row ster’, 
Tom was to re tu rn  it on receiving a legacy tha t he had been prom ised by his 
D onne grandm other.

T he year 1770 seemed to be an auspicious one. At last the tanner had a son, 
another John, bo rn  to C atharine the previous N ovem ber, and their daughter 
Kitty was a robust two-year-old. F urtherm ore , John senior had perfected a 
m ethod of im proving the tanning process, an invention sufficiently im p o rtan t for
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him  to request from the Paten t Office in L ondon a licence, th a t he ‘should and 
lawfully m ight use, extend, and vend [the process], w ithin England,W ales and the 
town o f B erw ick-on-Tw eed’.

H is m ethod o f tanning shoe leather, p rin ted  by the Paten t Office as ‘A .D .1770 
... No. 958’ b u t taken from  John Johnson’s own descrip tion reads as follows: 

In to  the scouring vatt, which will contain about six barrells, is p u t five 
barrells o f water as it com es from  the pum p or spring. Into that quantity  of 
water I p u t seven pounds of spirit of vitriol, or the same quantity  of either 
the spirit of sea salt or aqua fortis, th o ’ I m ore frequently make use of the 
vitriol only. W hen the scouring is thus m ade, the hides tha t are designed 
for sole leather are p u t into it for working, or m ore generally in an older 
scouring first, and if kept with handling and shifting, as in the com m on 
way of working of soles, will be com pleately w rought in twenty-four 
hours; a worker thus m ade [szc] will com pleately work six, sometimes 
seven, sole hides. W hen the hides are thus w rought, they are laid away with 
bark, and treated  as in the com m on way of tanning , until they come into 
the second layer of bark. T hen , before the leather is laid in the vatts that 
will hold fifteen sole hides, when barked down with about fifteen bushels 
of bark  into fourteen barrels of wooze, I pu t seven pounds, or, if 
necessary, ten pounds of spirit of v itr io l... [then] it lays still for at least ten 
or twelve weeks. After another soaking in ‘the w ooze’, for a fu rther twelve 
or fourteen weeks, ‘they are drawn out of the vatt, in order to be dryed for 
sale, com pleately tan n ed ’.

T h e  P aten t Office granted his request, and John Johnson prepared to go to 
L ondon to receive, and pay for, the official docum ent. For this he had to have a 
court dress m ade, com prising a ‘raspberry-cream  colour coat’, a woollen and silk 
w aistcoat, edged with green braid , with bu ttons of plaited m etal th read , and satin 
breeches. Years later his son John gave his half-sister A nne ‘a small piece of lace... 
that belonged to our F a th er’s W aistcoat as he had two lac’d W aistcoats made up 
when he went before the house respecting his p a ten t’.

T h en  the blow fell: on 26 July C atharine suddenly d ied .T here  is no h in t in any 
of the letters of this period as to why this happened. H er husband was devastated. 
H e m ust have felt tha t he was obliged to attend  the sum m ons to L ondon to appear 
‘before the said Lord the King in his C hancery’, on the stated date, 4th  August, 
presum ably just after C atharine’s funeral. H e b rought hom e a large parchm ent 
which stated

H e hath  with m uch application, S tudy and Expence invented and found 
ou t a new m ethod ofTanning Leather through bringing which into use in 
this K ingdom  will he conceives prove very advantageous and beneficial to 
our Subjects and will also tend  to Encrease of the Public Revenue. H e is 
the first and sole inventor of the said new m ethod of tanning by vitriol oil.

T h e  docum ent with a large red seal and in its own box is still extant in the
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family.
H e had paid over £73 for the patent; out of this the Secretary of S ta te ’s Office, 

the A ttorney G eneral, the Signet O ffice,The Privy Seal Office, the L ord  C hancel
lo r’s Office and the Crown Office had all had their cut. T h e  venture proved 
profitable for John Johnson sold it to three o ther tanners: on 8 O ctober 1772 
Benjam in M urrill of Beccles paid £115, and John H uggm an of H alsw orth  paid 
£120 ‘for leave to make use of his P a ten t’. Even his apprenticeW iliam  Edwards, 
was obliged to pay £115 before he could use spirit of vitriol, for according to John 
Johnson’s lawyer, ‘Mr. W right o f N orw ich’, the apprentice had  been  bound 
before the paten t was taken out, and therefore ‘was no t entitled  to use it any m ore 
than  a stranger’.

C atharine had been m uch younger than  her husband , who was now 53, too old 
and probably too dispirited to look for a fourth  w ife.Three m onths after her death 
Castres to ld  his sister Anne: ‘My Bro. Johnson is shrunk  alm ost all away, b u t that 
M rs. [William] D onne says proceeds from laying alone’, and he adds daringly, 
‘Do ask her, for I forgott it then . How it com es about tha t my Coz is so 
preposterously bulky.’

Sarah, the eldest daughter, struggled to bring up M aria, Anne and John, while 
the D onne grandparents at Catfield took K itty to live with them . Catfield was 
close enough to Ludham  for frequent visits to  be m ade, often in a carriage 
borrow ed from  the tanner, whenever coach repairs and lam e horses allowed. 
W hen young John was three, H arrie t Balls, ano ther of C astres’ sisters, and 
m arried  to a Catfield farm er, w rote to tell Anne D onne of M attishall tha t K itty 
‘went yesterday to see b ro ther John ... they had not the happiness o f seeing her 
P apa. M iss Johnson [Sarah] is very well, as is the sweet Boy -  he and his sister were 
very gracious to each other, and sat on one C hair.’ John Johnson seems to  avoided 
social contact after C atharine died, and Anne D onne was told in 1771, ‘we never 
see him , he is so taken up with barking affairs’.

Just down the road from the village lived the excise m an, on the alert for 
smuggling and non-paym ent of dues. O n every pound  weight o f tanned  skin a 
tanner had to pay Vid -  or so it seems from  a contem porary  docum ent from 
Iteringham , where one M ichael Towne got away w ithout paying for 10 years by 
suborning the exciseman. (H e was found to have 259 lb of skins and ‘1335 pieces 
of soles’.) T his docum ent rem inds M ichaelTow ne th a t tanners m ust ‘give or send 
notice in w riting ... when they take their hides or pieces o f hide or skins out of the 
wooze to be d ried ’. No tanner m ay take his hides away from  the yard when dry 
until he has paid the duty and the h ide has been stam ped. He m ust keep scales 
and weights, and render an account in writing every three m onths. Even if the 
excise officer was satisfied, a supervisor could appear at any m om ent to check up 
for himself.

John Johnson’s new tanning m ethod seems to have b rough t in w idespread 
custom .T he Norfolk Chronicle for 6 O ctober 1784 bears this advertisem ent:
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M any applications have been m ade to M r Johnson of L udham  for his 
leather in the Retail way, as he does no Retail Business, this is to inform  all 
country  shoem akers that they may be supplied with very fine well- 
seasoned Sole L eather m anufactured  to the greatest Perfection by the 
above M r Johnson.

In  this year his daughter Anne m arried  W illiam H eath  o f H em blington, who I 
believe was a cousin of W oodforde’s visitor of 1794, R obert H eath  M arsh 
(Woodforde Journal X X X i, 3) The Norwich Mercury of 1 May 1784 described her 
approvingly as ‘a young Lady whose m any am iable qualities cannot fain making 
happiness the certain  a ttendan t o f the connubial s ta te’. (On her death  in 1807 the 
young John wrote: ‘T he black wax is for my poor H eath  who died on 4th  O ctober, 
and leaving nine dear children to wish for her in vain.’)

Two years after A nne’s wedding her sister M aria m arried their cousin William 
C lopton  Johnson, the son of the tan n er’s b ro ther Sam uel, who was vicar of 
W iverton. Sarah who had looked after them  all so well, had died unm arried  in 
1775, aged only 26. After her two half-sisters m arried , K itty re tu rned  to Ludham  
to look after her father, until he ‘subm itted  to F a te’ on 26 July 1785. He 
bequeathed  his house and m uch o f his land, including the tannery, to  M aria, and 
so her husband  becam e a considerable landlord , benefiting from  a fu rther 88 
acres at the tim e of the Enclosure Awards in 1802.

T hom as B odham  had at last m arried  Anne D onne in 1781, and after John 
Johnson died they enlarged his house at South G reen, M attishall, to give K itty a 
hom e. C astres D onne, now vicar of Loddon, looked after John in his school 
holidays. K itty  becam e the wife of a lawyer of M attishall, T hom as Hew itt. H er 
daughter, another K itty, m arried C astres’ grandson, W illiam Bodham  D onne, 
who had  also been part o f Anne B odham ’s capacious household, in the last years 
o f her long life. John m etam orphosed as W illiam C ow per’s ‘Johnny of N orfolk’, 
bu t tha t is ano ther story.

M argaret S harm an
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Roger Donne, was the brother of Anne, mother of the poet. SPM
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The Powys Society Collection —  Hon. Curator’s Report

T h e Society now has many new m em bers, some of whom  may no t be aware of 
when or u nder what circum stances they have a C ollection of world im portance. 
T he C ollection began in 1992 when Francis and K athleen Feather, now living in 
Zim babwe, gave the Society their invaluable collection of m anuscripts and books 
specifically to be the foundation of a Powys Collection. T his was added  to 
significantly by the gift of E. E. Bissell of his own private Powys library. Since 
then , o ther benefactors continue to make this an ever-growing assem blage of 
Powysiana. Both the Feathers and M r Bissell m ade it clear that they wished it to 
be housed at the D orset C ounty  M useum  and consequently  a long-term  contract 
to tha t effect was drawn up  and approved both  by the executive C om m ittee and by 
an overwhelming vote o f the A .G.M . An Advisory C om m ittee was set up, which 
consists of representatives o fT he Powys Society and the M useum . Its function is 
to insure close liaison betw een the two bodies, to secure the well-being o f the 
collection, and to consider long-range plans for it. A lthough the C ollection itself 
rem ains the inalienable property  o fT he Powys Society, the M useum  adm inistra
tion has proved to be extrem ely supportive and helpful despite the financial 
restraints all such institu tions are presently feeling.

T he whole idea o f assem bling a Collection in the first place was to m ake its 
valuable inform ation available to all m em bers, no t just academics. However, the 
C urator works totally on a voluntary, non-paid  basis so inventorying its vastness 
and answering requests is n o t always as im m ediate as would be wished. O n the 
o ther hand , when the C urato r is contacted for an appoin tm ent by a m em ber to 
see or work in the collection, she has always arranged for it to be available. H er 
telephone and e-mail are posted in the inside fron t page of every edition o f the 
Newsletter.

A lthough the m aintenance of the Collection has always been a top priority  of 
the elected C om m ittee, there have never been the necessary funds to conserve 
and catalogue this prestigious collection, to pay for a full- or part-tim e staff, or to 
purchase hardw are and software which would create Web access to its catalogue 
as well as allowing the C urato r to scan requested  m aterial; and to digitalize 
selected m aterial for m ounting on the In ternet. In  the hope of raising funds for 
these goals a bid  was m ade to the N ational L ottery .T his application had been  pu t 
together very professionally by Bruce M adge, H ead  of the H ealth  C are Inform a
tion Service, B ritish Library, with the assistance of M orine K rissdottir. A

T here w ill be th e u sua l BO O K  SA LE at th e C on feren ce. 
PL E A SE  b ring  as m any books as you  can  give us, 

preferab ly  w ith  Pow ys co n n ectio n s or a sso c ia tio n s.
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significant am ount of voluntary time and effort was spent on the application and, 
according to the G uide for Funding L ibraries and Archives, all the criteria and 
conditions for this lo ttery  bid were fulfilled. Sadly, despite this, the bid  was 
rejected, raising grave doubts about the priorities of the N ational L ottery  funding 
-  which appears no t to be attuned  to the special needs of a literary collection.

O n a m ore positive no te, work continues on the collection, bo th  on its 
cataloguing and conserving. T his past year has seen a significant growth in the 
num ber o f e-mail requests from  all over the world for inform ation. T he requests 
range from  ‘what was JC P ’s b irth  hour’ to questions about specific details of a 
T F P  edition o f Uriah on the Hill, to requests for inform ation from  a w riter who 
has now scripted an hour-long docum entary  on Powys for Radio Berlin, to 
requests to check for accuracy on the facts p resented in an article. By the way, this 
excellent article, by D r Lawrence M illm an, will be published by the Atlantic 
M onthly in its A ugust issue. In ternet is an efficient and effective way o f using the 
archive, allowing it to be used by a m uch w ider clientele. T his has been m ade 
possible because the Powys Collection now has its own web site, ably designed 
and set up by C hris G ostick, secretary of the Society. T he web address is 

http://www .powys-archive.telinco.co.uk/powys.htm  
O f ever-increasing concern  to all m useum s, galleries and archives is the 

question of copyright, especially in the light of new legislation, forthcom ing 
E uropean directives, electronic licensing and a general tightening-up of regula
tions in the very difficult area o f ‘intellectual p roperty ’. T he C urato r has spent 
m any hours on this and has m ost recently partic ipated  in a day-long sem inar in 
L ondon sponsored by the M useum s Association.

T h e  aw ard-w inning literary gallery at the M useum  continues to arouse spin
off in terest in the C ollection, which provided m uch of the original m aterial in the 
Powys section. Judith  S tin ton is presently com pleting a guide to the Gallery. 
Publication details will be available in the next Newsletter. Alas, our failed lottery 
bid  included a request for m oney to fund a touch-screen system to be based in the 
M useum ’s L iterary  Gallery, which would have given the public and the schools 
m ore inform ation abou t the Powys Family and its C ircle, b u t some generous 
sponsor may one day make this possible.

Lastly, b u t m ost im portantly , the C urator, the M useum , the Advisory C om 
m ittee and the m any m em bers o fT he Powys Society who know them , would like 
to wish the Feathers and their family in Zim babwe ‘bonne chance’ in this very 
difficult tim e in their and their adopted coun try ’s existence. O ur thoughts are 
with you, K athleen and Francis.

M . K rissdottir
June, 2000
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