
Editorial

Cecil Woolf, that staunch supporter of the Powys Society, died on 10th June, aged 
92: his many Powys publications include diaries by JCP and LlP and over a dozen 
booklets in his “Powys Heritage” series. Appreciations by Anthony Head and Peter 
Foss are on page 2 – more to come in November.  Meanwhile, our admiration and 
above all, thanks.

The photograph on the front cover of this Newsletter, taken in June 1929, 
shows JCP in pensive mood gazing over the river Thames at Hammersmith.  He is 
FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�DQG� ORRNV�FRQ¿GHQW��GHVSLWH� WUDYHO�DQ[LHWLHV� UHFRUGHG� LQ�KLV�'LDU\����
He was on a three-month family visit to England. Wolf Solent had been published 
in USA the preceding month. Perhaps here he is thinking of his forthcoming visit to 
Glastonbury. Or ZDWFKLQJ�%HUWLH�EDWKLQJ�EHIRUH�EUHDNIDVW"���VHH�'LDU\�IRU����-XQH�
������DQG�VHH�KLV�OHWWHU�WR�3K\OOLV�LQ�1/�������$Q�H[WHQGHG�YLHZ�LV�RQ�SDJH����

The highlights of the year’s activities are in the Chairman’s annual message. 
We report on the meeting held in March at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 

to celebrate the Society’s 50th anniversary, with tributes to the Society and to our 
President.

Neil Lee-Atkin previews the annual Llewelyn Powys Birthday Walk in August.  
.HYLQ� 7D\ORU�� 'DZQ� &ROOLQV�� DQG� 3DXO� &KHVKLUH� SURYLGH� XSGDWHV� FRQFHUQLQJ� RXU�
e-book publications, social media and the web site. 

We look back to JCP’s connections with other writers and at early critical responses 
to seminal books: The Saturnian Quest�E\�*�:LOVRQ�.QLJKW��������DQG�John Cowper 
Powys:Old Earth Man�E\�+�3��&ROOLQV���������7KHVH�ERRNV�DUH�VWLOO�HVVHQWLDO�UHDGLQJ�
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for all serious students of JCP.  Collins appears again with a word-portrait of JCP 
�DQG�UHIHUHQFH�WR�7)��LQ�DQ�HVVD\�IRU�The Contemporary Review in 1962.
$�PHHWLQJ�SODQQHG�IRU�'HFHPEHU�ZLOO�EH�DW�D�QHZ�YHQXH��3XVKNLQ�+RXVH�LQ�FHQWUDO�

London, appropriately to discuss JCP’s book Dostoevsky���������7KLV�ERRN�RQ�the 
greatest of all novelists was written during the height of WWII, and contains JCP’s 
views of the crisis in world affairs as well as his hopes for the future. 
7KDQNV�WR�0DUFHOOD�+HQGHUVRQ�3HDO�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKH�H[FHOOHQW�SKRWRJUDSKV�

KK, CT

***

Cecil Woolf

20 February 1927 – 10 June 2019

Anthony Head writes:
The death of Cecil Woolf is an inestimable loss to both his family and his vast 
circle of friends and acquaintances, as well as to the wider world of literature 
and publishing. As the oldest surviving relative of Leonard and Virginia, he 
was the leading light for Bloomsbury scholars and enthusiasts everywhere. 
+H�ZDV�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DXWKRULW\�DOVR�RQ�)UHGHULFN�5ROIH��%DURQ�&RUYR���
EXW�IRU�3RZ\V�D¿FLRQDGRV�LW�LV�D�VRXUFH�RI�JRRG�IRUWXQH�WKDW�DQRWKHU�PDMRU�
publishing interest was in the Powys Brothers, particularly John Cowper 
3RZ\V��DQG�KLV�SDVVLQJ�PDUNV�WKH�HQG�RI�D�SHULRG�RI�SXEOLVKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�¿HOG�
that is unlikely ever to be equalled. 

The Powys Society owes Cecil an enormous debt of gratitude. From the time 
he began to publish volumes of JCP’s letters in the early 1980s, his interest 
in the Powyses never wavered and where large publishers would steer well 
clear of them, Cecil was willing to commit the effort and money to publishing 
letters, diaries, essays, monographs and all sorts, despite their limited popular 
DSSHDO�DQG�WKH�QHDU�FHUWDLQW\�RI�¿QDQFLDO�ORVV��1R�RWKHU�SXEOLVKHU�KDV�GRQH�
PRUH�RYHU� VXFK�D� VSDQ�RI� WLPH� WR�PDLQWDLQ� WKH�SUR¿OH�RI� WKH�3RZ\VHV�DQG�
encourage interest in them, and many of the more than two dozen Powys titles 
he published have found permanent homes in numerous university libraries 
both in the UK and North America. 

Working with Cecil over the years on the letters of JCP and on the Powys 
Heritage series of booklets was a pleasure and privilege, and the lack of 
additions to the latter in recent years had more to do with my own commitments 
and circumstances than with any waning enthusiasm on Cecil’s part. He was 
DOZD\V�FXULRXV� WR�NQRZ�P\�RZQ�YLHZV�RQ� WKLV�RU� WKDW�SURMHFW��DQG�DOZD\V�
willing to pursue new ideas. 
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There are many people who could recount the delights of their visits to 
Cecil and Jean’s Georgian town house in Mornington Place, and I am lucky 
to be one of them. I was always welcomed with great kindness and generosity 
– and with lunch and wine if the timing was right. The narrow hallway and 
VWDLUV�OLQHG�ZLWK�ER[HV�RI�ERRNV�DQG�-HDQ¶V�KDWV��WKH�DJH�ZRUQ�chaise longue 
LQ�WKH�XSVWDLUV�GUDZLQJ�URRP��DQ�ROG�IULHQG�LQ�LWVHOI���WKH�'XQFDQ�*UDQWV�DQG�
Vanessa Bells hanging here and there: all have left an indelible imprint. 

It surprises me to realize again that Cecil had reached the age of 92, and 
WKDW� KH�PXVW� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ� KLV� HDUO\� ��V�ZKHQ� ,� ¿UVW�PHW� KLP��+H� VHHPHG�
young to me then and ageless ever since. But he was prodigious in his energy, 
unperturbed in his perseverance, benign in his discreetly pointed wit. London 
will seem to me much emptier without him, but Cecil will remain an abiding 
presence in the lives of all who were touched by his civility, encouragement 
and benevolence. 

*
Peter Foss writes:
Cecil Woolf was a true scholar – his Corvo Bibliography is superb. Cecil 
published three of my books: editions of the early diaries of Llewelyn 
3RZ\V�� �2Q� UHDGLQJ�P\� ,QWURGXFWLRQ� WR� WKH�¿UVW�RI� WKHP��The Diary of a 
Sherborne Schoolboy, he told me how it had brought back memories of 
KLV�RZQ� UHVHDUFK� LQWR�)UHGHULFN�5ROIH��%DURQ�&RUYR��ZKRVH�HDUO\� VWRULHV�
DQG�SRHPV�FDPH�RXW�XQGHU�KLV�LPSULQW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VHYHQWLHV��:KDW�H[FLWHG�
KLP�PRVW�ZDV�P\�GLVFRYHU\�LQ�7H[DV�RI�ORYH�OHWWHUV�VHQW�EHWZHHQ�/OHZHO\Q�
3RZ\V�DQG�KLV�\RXQJHU�IULHQGV�DW�6KHUERUQH��,W�ZDV��DIWHU�DOO��:RROI�ZKR�¿UVW�
HGLWHG�DQG�SXEOLVKHG��LQ�D�¿QH�VFKRODUO\�HGLWLRQ��WKH�VXSSRVHGO\�µQRWRULRXV¶�
Venice Letters��������LQ�ZKLFK�&RUYR�GHWDLOHG�KLV�HURWLF�OLDLVRQV�ZLWK�WKH�
ragazzi of Venice.

***

December Meeting in London

Kate Kavanagh will lead a discussion of JCP’s book Dostoievsky on Sunday 1 
December at Pushkin House, 5A Bloomsbury Square, at 2pm. The meeting will be 
KHOG�LQ�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�OLEUDU\�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�ÀRRU�

The origin of JCP’s book can be traced back to September 1942 when he was 
FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\� WKH�DQWKRORJLVW�DQG�HGLWRU�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH� WR�FRQWULEXWH�D� ORQJ�
essay to his newly established periodical Modern Reading. The circumstances of the 
FRPPLVVLRQ�DUH�GHVFULEHG�E\�(OL]DEHWK�%HUULGJH��see S������VKH�VD\V�LW�ZDV�-DPHV�
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Hanley who provided the initial inspiration and encouragement for the essay. 
'RVWRHYVN\�IHDWXUHV� LQ�-&3¶V� OHWWHUV� WR�+DQOH\� LQ� WKH�����V��DQG� WKH\�VHHP�WR�
KDYH� KHOG� ORQJ� GLVFXVVLRQV� DERXW� 'RVWRHYVN\� ZKHQ� WKH\� ZHUH� QHLJKERXUV� LQ�
:DOHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
$OWKRXJK� WKH�RULJLQDO�'RVWRHYVN\�HVVD\�GLG�QRW�DSSHDU� LQ�Modern Reading, 

JCP did reshape the material and have this published by the Bodley Head in 
1946. The book was written at the height of the war and appeared at its end; 
-&3¶V�FRPPHQWV�DQG�LQVLJKWV�RQ�'RVWRHYVN\�UHÀHFW�KLV�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�KXPDQ�
affairs, current events, communism, and the contemporary world. 
-&3�KDG�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�'RVWRHYVN\�VLQFH�KH�¿UVW�GLVFRYHUHG�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�������

for comparison with the 1946 book see the notes taken at a lecture delivered 
LQ� ����� �WKHVH� ZLOO� EH� LQ� WKH� QH[W�Newsletter�� DQG� WKH� HVVD\V� LQ�Visions and 
Revisions �������DQG�The Pleasures of Literature���������5HDGLQJ�'RVWRHYVN\¶V�
QRYHOV�UHPDLQHG�IRU�-&3�D�VKDWWHULQJ�H[SHULHQFH��DOWKRXJK�KH�ZDV�DOVR�FRQVFLRXV�
RI�'RVWRHYVN\¶V�RFFDVLRQDO�ODSVHV�LQWR�ZKDW�KH�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�dullness. JCP called 
'RVWRHYVN\�my great Daimonic Spiritual master and a supreme psychologist 
far deeper than Freud�� +H� HVSHFLDOO\� DGPLUHG� 'RVWRHYVN\¶V� DELOLW\� WR� HYRNH�
real reality� �RU�ZKDW�'RVWRHYVN\� FDOOHG� reality in a higher sense�� LQ� KDQGOLQJ�
the ultimate problems of human life and human character: his ability to reveal 
KXPDQ�FDSDFLW\�IRU�HYLO�DQG�FUXHOW\��WKH�VXEOLPDWLRQ�RI�VDGLVWLF�LPSXOVHV�ZDV�D�
PDMRU�WKHPH�IRU�ERWK�ZULWHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�KXPDQ�FDSDFLW\�IRU�VXIIHULQJ��VSLULWXDO�
HFVWDV\��DQG�VDQFWLW\��TXDOLWLHV�ZKLFK�UHSHOOHG�DQG�HQUDJHG�'�+��/DZUHQFH��ZKR�
DOVR�RWKHUZLVH�KDG�JUHDW�DGPLUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�5XVVLDQ�ZULWHU���

In advance of the meeting members may also wish to consult helpful articles 
DERXW�-&3��5XVVLDQ�OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�'RVWRHYVN\�E\�Jacqueline Peltier in la lettre 
powysienne, No 21, Spring 2011 and No.22, Autumn 2011; Charles Lock’s 
HVVD\�µ3RO\SKRQLF�3RZ\V��'RVWRHYVN\��%DNKWLQ�DQG�A Glastonbury Romance�µ�LQ�
University of Toronto Quarterly�������������DQG�DUWLFOHV�LQ�The Powys Journal 
by David Gervais� �YROXPH�;9�������� �DQG�E\�Angelika Reichmann� �YROXPH�
;;���������
$OO� DUH� ZHOFRPH� WR� DWWHQG� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� PHHWLQJ�� 5HIUHVKPHQWV� ZLOO� EH�

available. The event is free although a voluntary contribution would be welcome. 
If you wish to attend the meeting please notify Hon. Secretary – contact details 
are in the inside front cover of the Newsletter.

        Chris Thomas
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Chairman’s Report 2018-9

$WWHQGLQJ�DW�&DPEULGJH��D�IHZ�ZHHNV�DJR��RXU�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�¿IW\�\HDUV�LQ�WKLV�
6RFLHW\¶V�H[LVWHQFH��,�KDG�D�PRPHQW�RI�UHWURVSHFWLYH�ZRQGHU��KRZ�WKDW�VSRUDGLF�
DVVHPEO\�RI�D�IHZ�VWUDQJHUV�LQ�D�+DPSVWHDG�SDUORXU��RQ�WKH�FXVS�RI�WKH�����V��
has somehow built into our present quite elaborate structure, while yet retaining 
much of the original spirit. There was an element of comedy at the heart of it 
– a “Society” made up mostly of those misaligned within society-at-large. And 
WKDW�VHHPHG�REYLRXVO\�WR�WDOO\�ZLWK�RQH�WKHPH�LQ�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V¶V�¿FWLRQ�
±�*HDUG¶V�&RPPXQH��2ZHQ¶V�5HYROW��0\UGGLQ¶V�$JH�RI�*ROG��$OO�RI� WKHP��RI�
course, Lost Causes, doomed to fail… 
2XU�RZQ�4XL[RWLF�6RFLHW\�PLJKW�OLNHZLVH�EH�VDLG�WR�KDYH�UHSHDWHGO\�VXIIHUHG�

cyclic defeats, in one of its chief hopes – to raise widespread awareness of the 
work of the Powys brothers. But new initiatives are now coming into fruition. 
.HYLQ� 7D\ORU� �ZLWK� VHYHUDO� WH[W�FKHFNLQJ� YROXQWHHUV�� KDV� QRZ� PDGH� H�ERRNV�
DYDLODEOH� IRU� -RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V¶V�PDMRU�¿FWLRQV��3DXO�&KHVKLUH� �KDQGHG� WKH�
EDWRQ� IURP� WKH� SLRQHHU�� )UDQN�.LEEOHZKLWH�� LV� UHQHZLQJ� WKH� 3RZ\V� 6RFLHW\¶V�
ZHEVLWH�� DQG�KDV� DOVR� WDNHQ� FKDUJH�RI� RXU� -6725�The Powys Journal� SURMHFW��
ZKLFK� VKRXOG� VRRQ� EH� EULQJLQJ� WKH� 6RFLHW\� UHJXODU� LQFRPH�� 'DZQ� &ROOLQV� LV�
making a success of a Powys Facebook and reading group. None of this could 
have been predicted seven years ago. 

Infusion of new blood into both Journal and Newsletter has also ignited new 
HQHUJLHV��$IWHU� PDQ\� GLI¿FXOWLHV� ZH� GLG� VXFFHVVIXOO\� SXEOLVK� &KULV� *RVWLFN¶V�
HGLWLRQ� RI� -&3¶V� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� ZLWK� -DPHV� +DQOH\�� ,� HQMR\HG� LQ� 'HFHPEHU�
a discussion of The Meaning of Culture�� OHG�E\�'DYLG�*RRGZD\��ZKLOH� DW� WKH�
HQG� RI�0DUFK� RXU� ¿IWLHWK�$QQLYHUVDU\�� KHOG� LQ� WKH� EHDXWLIXO� URRPV� RI� &RUSXV�
Christi College, was perfectly orchestrated by Hon. Secretary, Chris Thomas. 
2QH�VKDGRZ�LQ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�LOOQHVV�DIÀLFWLQJ�6WHSKHQ�3RZ\V�0DUNV��
and now the loss of his wife Tordis. On behalf of the Society I send him all our 
warmest sympathy and good wishes.  

Cecil Woolf, valiant supporter of the Society with his many publications, will 
be further celebrated in our November newsletter.   We owe him a great deal.

Timothy Hyman
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AGM 2019

The Annual General Meeting of the Powys Society will be held at the Hand Hotel, 
Bridge Street, Llangollen, at 11.00am, on Sunday 18 August 2019. All paid-up 
members of The Powys Society are welcome to attend and participate in the AGM 
whether or not they are attending the 2019 conference.

Agenda

1   Minutes of AGM 2018 as published in Newsletter 95��1RYHPEHU��������DQG�PDWWHUV�
arising

����1RPLQDWLRQ�RI�+RQRUDU\�2I¿FHUV�DQG�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�&RPPLWWHH�
for the year 2019-2020 

����+RQ��7UHDVXUHU¶V�5HSRUW�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�DQQXDO�DFFRXQWV�IRU�\HDU�HQGHG������
'HFHPEHU�����

����&ROOHFWLRQ�/LDLVRQ�0DQDJHU¶V�5HSRUW
����+RQ��6HFUHWDU\¶V�5HSRUW
6.  Powys Society and social media
����3XEOLFDWLRQ�RI�H�ERRNV
����'HYHORSPHQW�RI�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�ZHEVLWH�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�Powys Journal�RQ�-6725
����&KDLUPDQ¶V�5HSRUW�DV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter 97, July 2019
����'DWH�DQG�YHQXH�RI�FRQIHUHQFH�����
9   AOB       
      Chris Thomas, Hon Secretary

Committee Nominations 2019-2020

The following +RQRUDU\�2I¿FHUV have been nominated and have agreed to stand:

     Nomination            Proposer          Seconder

Chairman   Timothy Hyma n     Sonia Lewis        Tim Blanchard
Vice-Chairman    David Goodway       6XVDQ�+X[WDEOH�6HOO\���5D\�&R[�
Treasurer   Robin Hickey�����������$QQD�5RVLF� ���������6KHLOD�3RZ\V�+DQFR[
Secretary   Chris Thomas          Marcel Bradbury        Jerry Bird           

For the committee the following have been nominated and have agreed to stand
Nomination            Proposer       Seconder
Louise de Bruin��&RQIHUHQFH�2UJDQLVHU��������3DW�4XLJOH\�����������������'DZQ�&ROOLQV

If these nominations are approved by members at the AGM, the committee, from 
August 2019, will consist of those above as well as John Hodgson, Michael 
Kowalewski �&ROOHFWLRQ� /LDLVRQ� 2I¿FHU� and Kevin Taylor who have 1 year 
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OHIW� WR� UXQ�RI� WKHLU� WKUHH�\HDU� WHUP�RI�RI¿FH��DQG�Paul Cheshire� �Web editor and 
JSTOR manager���Kate Kavanagh��Newsletter editor��DQG�Dawn Collins �Social 
Media manager���ZKR�KDYH�WZR�\HDUV�OHIW�WR�UXQ�RI�WKHLU�WKUHH�\HDU�WHUP�RI�RI¿FH���
Jacqueline Peltier serves as an honorary committee member. Charles Lock��HGLWRU��
Powys Journal��VHUYHV�DV�H[�RI¿FLR member.    
          Chris Thomas, Hon Secretary

***
Neil Lee-Atkin

Annual Llewelyn Powys Birthday Walk

7KLV� \HDU¶V�$QQXDO�'DQGHOLRQ� )HOORZVKLS�*DWKHULQJ� DQG�/OHZHO\Q� 3RZ\V�
Birthday Walk will go ahead as usual on Tuesday August 13th.
2QFH�DJDLQ�WKH�6DLORU¶V�5HWXUQ�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DYDLODEOH��VR�,�KDYH�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�

5HG�/LRQ�DW�:LQIULWK�ZKR�KDYH�DJDLQ�DJUHHG�WR�KRVW�RXU�JURXS�DV�WKH\�GLG�ODVW�
year, so we will follow last year’s format: 

Meet at the Red Lion in Winfrith at 12 noon for lunch and the annual toast 
WR�/OHZHO\Q��FRQJUHJDWH�LQ�WKH�EHHU�JDUGHQ�DW�WKH�6DLORU¶V�5HWXUQ�DW�����SP��
which Tom Brachi has once again kindly made available for readings, and 
commence the walk up to Llewelyn’s Stone at 2pm.

I have also contacted Lulworth Estates with a request for permission to 
DOORZ�WZR�FDUV�DFFHVV�XS�WKH�QRZ�CSHGHVWULDQV�RQO\¶�&K\G\RN�5RDG�DV�IDU�DV�
the Chydyok Farm buildings to facilitate our elderly and less able members to 
access the memorial stone, and this has been granted in perpetuity.
7KLV�\HDU�ZH�ZLOO�EH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�/OHZHO\Q¶V����WK�ELUWKGD\�DQG�WKH���WK�

annual `Birthday Walk’ up to Llewelyn’s Memorial Stone high on Chaldon 
'RZQ��$OO�DUH�ZHOFRPH�

***

New Members

We are very pleased to welcome three new members to The Powys Society, who 
KDYH�MRLQHG�VLQFH�WKH�ODVW�DQQRXQFHPHQW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter�����0DUFK��������
1HZ�PHPEHUV�DUH� ORFDWHG� LQ�:HVW�/XOZRUWK� LQ�'RUVHW��6KHI¿HOG�DQG�:DUULQJWRQ���
This brings the current total membership of the Society to 258, including Honorary 
members, and allowing for other members who are deceased, or who have either 
resigned or not renewed their membership. Full details of membership trends will be 
presented in Hon. Secretary’s report at the AGM at this year’s conference.
      Chris Thomas, Hon Secretary
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The Powys Society Conference, 2019

The Hand Hotel, Bridge Street, Llangollen
Friday 16th to Sunday 18th August

‘Adventures with Ideas’
     

Programme

Friday 16th August

16.00 Arrival
������ 5HFHSWLRQ
������ 'LQQHU
20.00 Janice Gregory: ‘Alyse Gregory – Out of the Shadows’            

Saturday 17th August     
08.00 Breakfast
������ Elmar Schenkel��µ6RPH�2EVHUYDWLRQV�RQ�-�&��3RZ\V�DQG�)ULHGULFK�1LHW]VFKH¶
10.45 Coffee
11.15 Chris Campbell��µ([FDYDWLQJ�DQG�([WUDFWLQJ��7KH�DUFKDHRORJ\�DQG�

aesthetics of  historical memory in the novels of John Cowper Powys and 
poetry of Kamau Brathwaite’

������ /XQFK
� $IWHUQRRQ�IUHH�±�UHFRPPHQGHG�MRXUQH\�E\�VWHDP�UDLOZD\�IURP�/ODQJROOHQ�WR�

Corwen 
������ 'LQQHU
������ $�OHFWXUH�RQ�µ-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�DQG�0HUOLQ¶�SUHVHQWHG�E\�Richard Graves

Sunday 18th August
08.00 Breakfast
������ Goulven le Brech��µ7KH�3KLORVRSK\�RI�The Little Blue Books’
10.45 Coffee
11.00 AGM
12.00 Dr David Goodway��µ7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ�DQG�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\¶
������ /XQFK
������ 'HSDUWXUH

For details of speakers and presentations please see Newsletter 96, March 2019, 
pages 10-13       
         CT
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Treasurer’s Report
Statement of income and expenditure

for the year ending 31st December, 2018

7KHVH�DUH� WKH�¿JXUHV� IRU� WKH�\HDU�HQGLQJ�'HFHPEHU��������7KHUH�ZDV�D�GH¿FLW� LQ�
�����RI������������FRPSDUHG�WR�D�GH¿FLW�RI�����������LQ�������7KH�EDODQFHV�LQ�WKH�
WKUHH�DFFRXQWV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�'HFHPEHU�������ZHUH��
&RPPXQLW\�$FFRXQW�������������(YHU\GD\�6DYHU�$FF�������������%XVLQHVV�SUHPLXP�
$FF�������������2YHU�WKH�\HDU�WKH�6RFLHW\�KDV�QHHGHG�������������WKH�ODUJHVW�H[SHQVH�
KDYLQJ�EHHQ�WKH�(�ERRN�SURMHFW�ZKLFK�DPRXQWHG�¿QDOO\�WR������������  
                                                                                £                                       £
INCOME                                                             2018                                 2017
6XEVFULSWLRQV�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
%DQN�,QWHUHVW����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
%RRNV������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
&RQIHUHQFH��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
*LIW�$LG���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
'RQDWLRQV������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
TOTAL                                                             15,899.77                      14,492.96
EXPENDITURE
3ULQWLQJ�RI�1/V�DQG�-RXUQDO�������������������������������������������������������������������������
(�ERRN�3URMHFW���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Alliance of literaty Societies                                    15.00                            15.00
&RPPLWWHH�DQG�2I¿FHUV¶�([SHQVHV������������������������������������������������������������
&RQIHUHQFH�([SHQVHV���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
9HQXH�IRU�&DPEULGJH�0HHWLQJ����������������������������������������������������������������������
Accountants                                                           120.00                           120.00
TOTAL                                                             17,691.00                        6,403.45

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME
                                                                           1,791.23                         1,910.50

Opening Bank balances:
Community Account : 971.20
Everyday Saver: 1,755.14          
Business Saver: 10,185.06           
Closing Bank balances:
Community Account: 3,666.00
Everyday Saver: 1,248.78
Business Saver: 6,205.39

   Robin Hickey, Hon. Treasurer
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A meeting and celebration
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge

&DPEULGJH�VHHPV�D�FRKHUHQW�WRZQ��PXFK�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�2[IRUG��ZLWK�WKH�FROOHJHV�¿WWLQJ��
WRJHWKHU�OLNH�D�MLJVDZ��&RUSXV��WKH�alma mater of the Powyses, with its typical modest 
HQWUDQFH�OHDGLQJ�WR�D�PDJQL¿FHQW���WK�FHQWXU\�TXDG��DSSHDUV�SUDFWLFDOO\�XQFKDQJHG�
since JCP’s time there. The ivy, however, that once covered the walls of the Old Court, 
reputedly planted by JCP’s grandfather, as described in Autobiography, has since been 
UHPRYHG����7KH�FROOHJH�FKDQJHG�LWV�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�QDPH�IRU�D�IHZ�FHQWXULHV�WR�6W��
Benet’s College, then reverted; this is mentioned by TFP in Unclay��
2Q�6DWXUGD\����0DUFK�������D�EULJKW�VXQQ\�GD\�����PHPEHUV��KRQRXUHG�JXHVWV��

friends and partners, some coming from France and USA especially for the event, 
JDWKHUHG�LQ�&RUSXV�IRU�PRUQLQJ�FRIIHH�LQ�WKH�2OG�&RPELQDWLRQ�5RRP���7KH�SUHYLRXV�
HYHQLQJ�VRPH�PHPEHUV�KDG�PHW�IRU�GLQQHU�LQ�WKH�,Y\�UHVWDXUDQW�LQ�7ULQLW\�6WUHHW���7KH�
2OG�&RPELQDWLRQ�5RRP�ZDV�GHFRUDWHG�LQ�¿Q�GH�VLqFOH�gold and black by the architect 
+DUU\�/\RQ��EURWKHU�RI�-&3¶V�IXWXUH�ZLIH���ZKRP�ZH�ZHUH�WR�KHDU�DQG�VHH�PRUH�RI���
7KH�URRP�LV�GRPLQDWHG�E\�D�FRS\�RI�5DSKDHO¶V�SDLQWLQJ�The School of Athens, and 
IHDWXUHV�D�PDJQL¿FHQW�¿UHSODFH�DOVR�GHVLJQHG�E\�/\RQ���
:H�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�1HZ�&RPELQDWLRQ�5RRP��SUHVLGHG�E\�SRUWUDLWV�RI�SDVW�&ROOHJH�

GLJQLWDULHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�-&3¶V�RWKHU�EURWKHU�LQ�ODZ��PDUULHG�WR�DQRWKHU�VLVWHU�RI�+DUU\�
/\RQ�� (GPXQG� &RXUWHQD\� 3HDUFH� ������
������� %LVKRS� RI� 'HUE\�� DQG� 0DVWHU of 
Corpus, also mentioned in Autobiography. 
Some older portraits of college dignitaries 
looked remarkably fearsome, not to say 
XJO\����2Q�WKH�GDLV�ZHUH�7LP��&KULV��'DYLG�
Goodway, Charles Lock and John Hodgson.  
Glen, looking well, at the side in the front 
row. 

Timothy Hyman �&KDLUPDQ��ZHOFRPHG�
members and recalled his encounters 
with strong personalities in the early days 
RI� WKH� 6RFLHW\�� ,Q� ������ DW� WKH� FHQWHQDU\�
conference at Churchill College, he met 
George Steiner, Wilson Knight and a tipsy 
Colin Wilson. He remembered the euphoric 
DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�GHGLFDWHG�VSLULW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
years of our unique Society.
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Chris Thomas��6HFUHWDU\��GHVFULEHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�KLJKOLJKWV�IURP�WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�
past, saying that for many members the Powys community has played an important 
role in their own lives.   He paid tribute to all our past Chairmen, volunteers, committee 
members, authors and enthusiasts who have contributed to the remarkable archive of 
scholarly material in the pages of The Powys Review, the Journal and the Newsletter, 
FROOHFWHG�RYHU����\HDUV����7KH�361$��)UHQFK�DQG�6ZHGLVK�PDJD]LQHV�PXVW�DOVR�EH�
UHFRUGHG��� �+H� WKHQ� UHDG� WULEXWHV� WR� WKH�6RFLHW\� UHFHLYHG� IURP�-DFTXHOLQH�3HOWLHU��
)UDQN� .LEEOHZKLWH�� 6XVDQ� +X[WDEOH� 6HOO\�� -HUHP\� +RRNHU��$PDQGD� 3RZ\V�� DQG�
Jeffery Babb.

David Goodway recalled how the Society was established by Barbara Spencer, 
who was reluctant to include TFP and Llewelyn in its scope.  His early contacts 
LQFOXGHG� SHRSOH� VXFK� DV� %HQVRQ� 5REHUWV� �&KDLUPDQ�� ZKR� OHQW� KLP� ERRNV�� DQG�
PHPRUDEOH�WDONV�E\�,VREHO�0DUNV��%HOLQGD�+XPIUH\��%LOO�0DQGHU��RQ�'HUE\VKLUH���
5RVHPDU\�0DQQLQJ� �RQ�$O\VH���0DUN�(DWRQ�� -RDQ�6WHYHQV��5RG�+DUSHU��.HQQHWK�
+RSNLQV��'HUULFN�6WHSKHQV��6HFUHWDU\���$QJXV�:LOVRQ��3UHVLGHQW��RQ�-&3�DQG�(�0��
)RUVWHU��±�DQG�*OHQ�&DYDOLHUR�RQ�Wolf Solent. 

Charles Lock  read a tribute to Glen Cavaliero’s long tenure as our President 
�VHH� SDJH� ���� IURP�7RQ\�+HDG� LQ� -DSDQ�� UHFDOOLQJ� KRZ� KH� KDG� YLVLWHG� -&3¶V� ROG�
URRPV�DW�&RUSXV�ZKLOH� UHFHLYLQJ� WXWRULDOV�RQ�HDUO\�9LNLQJ�KLVWRU\�IURP�5D\�3DJH�
�������������3URIHVVRU�RI�$QJOR�6D[RQ�DQG�H[SHUW�RQ�1RUVH�UXQHV��&KDUOHV�DOVR�SDLG�
tribute to Glen, honouring his position as President and his reputation as a sensitive 
literary critic from whom he had learned much. They had met at the  Weymouth 
FRQIHUHQFH� LQ������� DQG�*OHQ�ZDV�&KDUOHV¶V� VXSHUYLVRU� IRU�KLV�GRFWRUDO� WKHVLV�RQ�
-&3���&KDUOHV�WRR�KDG�YLVLWHG�-&3¶V�ROG�URRPV��LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�3URIHVVRU�3DJH�LQ�
his capacity as College archivist -- the rooms now provide a meeting place for Life 
)HOORZV�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH��
&KDUOHV� UHFDOOHG� DQG� HVWHHPHG� *OHQ� IRU� KLV� YLHZV� RI� 1DERNRY� �ZKRVH�

DXWRELRJUDSK\�LV�ZRUWK\�RI�-&3¶V� ��IRU�UHFRPPHQGLQJ�5D\PRQG�)XUQHVV��DQG�/�7��
Mead; and on the 1991 drive through Norfolk, visiting Mary Barham Johnson with 
her relics of Cowper.  He quoted an apposite line from Glen’s poems: Only the rustle 
of a scholar’s page can stir the wing....��³5HDGLQJ�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�H[SHULHQFH�´

Glen himself then read from his diary, recording his formative visit to 1 
Waterloo in ������ � +DYLQJ� MXVW� ¿QLVKHG� Owen Glendower and “enlarging 
his psyche”,  he wrote to JCP and while walking in Wales called at Blaenau.  
��:DWHUORR�ZDV�RFFXSLHG�E\�5ROI�,WDOLDDQGHU�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�+DPEXUJ�$FDGHP\�
medal, but a whisky-fuelled evening established immediate communication:  
³7KHUH�ZDV�WZLFH�DV�PXFK�OLJKW�LQ�WKH�URRP´��*OHQ�DOVR�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�HQMR\LQJ�
the recently appeared JCP-Hanley letters edited by Chris Gostick, and read from 
a JCP letter to Hanley.
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After coffee, with the ancient portraits looking on severely, John Hodgson��ZKR�
DOVR�RZHV�3RZ\V�WR�*OHQ��GLVFXVVHG�&KDSWHU�)LYH�RI�Autobiography, that life of 
the de-classing of a bourgeois- born personality.  Introduced to both school and 
university by his father, the trauma of Sherborne marked JCP for life.   Wounded, 
he developed survival-techniques of  propitiation, pretending to be mad, reliance 
RQ�LQQHU�OLIH�DQG�KLV�DQDUFKLVWLF�YLVLRQ�RI�QRQ�FODVV�GLVWLQFWLRQ���%RWK�H[SHULHQFHV�
ended with illumination: at Sherborne he became a poet and realised his power 
RI�FDSWXULQJ�DQ�DXGLHQFH��DQG�&DPEULGJH�HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�6WRQH�:DOO� �H[SHULHQFH��
WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI�PLQLVFXOH� OLIH�� DQG� KLV� GHFLVLRQ� WR�ZULWH� QRYHOV�� �7KHVH� VWDUW�
XQHDVLO\��ERWK�FRQYHQWLRQDO�DQG�PLQLPDOLVLQJ��ZLWK�VHOI�PRFNHU\��
6RFLDOO\�� KH� LV� ³QR� WURXEOH´�� WKRXJK� DQ� XQXVXDO� DQG� HFFHQWULF�¿JXUH��ZLWK� QR�

ODVWLQJ�IULHQGVKLSV��&DPEULGJH�DV�D�XQLYHUVLW\��KH�VDLG��KDG�QR�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�KLP�
DW�DOO�� ,W�ZDV�D� WLPH�RI�ZDONLQJ��H[SHULHQFLQJ�&DPEULGJHshire – the dusty roads 
outward, swamps, brooks, haystacks, turnips,...

In the discussion that followed Chris Thomas said that he thought JCP’s 
descriptions of the people he knew at Corpus are amongst the best in the whole book, 
HVSHFLDOO\�KLV�DFFRXQW�RI�+DUU\�/\RQ�DQG�WKH�KLVWRULDQ�*�3��*RRFK��ZKR�WKRXJK�KLV�
FRQWHPSRUDU\�DW�7ULQLW\�&ROOHJH�DOVR�DFWHG�DV�KLV�SULYDWH�WXWRU��DQG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�PXFK�
more gregarious and sociable than he seems to suggest. Sonia Lewis said that JCP 
ZDV�D�PDQLSXODWRU�RI�µWUXWK¶�� WKDW� LQGLYLGXDO�SHRSOH�ZHUH�LQFLGHQWDO� WR�3RZ\V�±�LW�
ZDV�KLV�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�QDWXUH�DQG�KLV�LQQHU�VXEMHFWLYH�ZRUOG�WKDW�ZDV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
to him. Timothy said that he thought that it was the old medieval romance embodied 
in Corpus that impressed JCP. He probably consulted the medieval illuminated 
manuscripts in the Parker library. John Hodgson commented that the Corpus years 
were important for JCP’s development and future literary interests, his future study 
RI�XQRUWKRGR[�VXEMHFWV�DQG�SKLORVRSKLFDO�ZULWLQJ��EHFDXVH�WKLV�ZDV�ZKHQ�KH�UHDG�D�
ORW�RI�0DWWKHZ�$UQROG��VWXGLHG�WKHRVRSKLFDO�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�IHOO�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�
KLV�FRXVLQ�WKH�RFFXOWLVW�5DOSK�6KLUOH\��Chris Thomas said he thought JCP’s time at 
Cambridge was a period of idealism. Timothy said that JCP’s sadistic urges appeared 
to dissolve at this time. Richard Graves said that this was a very happy period in 
JCP’s life. Charles Lock referred to JCP’s important connection with G. P.Gooch – 
they met when both attended lectures on history.  Gooch’s memoir Under Six Reigns 
�������UHIHUV�WR�KLV�DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK�-&3�±�ERWK�GHVFULEH�LQ�WKHLU�DXWRELRJUDSKLHV�
preparing for entry to Cambridge University in 1891 and studying Euripides. 

The College archivist Lucy Hughes showed us interesting items connected with 
the Powyses from the Corpus archives, such as letters from Alyse Gregory and 
0DOFROP� (OZLQ�� /OHZHO\Q¶V� GHDWK�PDVN� �GRQDWHG� E\�$O\VH� *UHJRU\��� /LWWOHWRQ¶V�
SKRWRJUDSK� DOEXP�� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� GDWHG� ����� DERXW� -&3� EHWZHHQ� (ULF� &HDGHO�
�������������VHQLRU� WXWRU�DQG�)HOORZ�RI�&RUSXV�&KULVWL��DQG�+HQUL�/D]DUG�������
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������D�EHQHIDFWRU�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH��DQG�D�FRS\�RI��D�ERRN�FDOOHG�The Expansion of 
England��������E\�6LU�-RKQ�6HHOH\�������������ZKLFK�-&3�ERUURZHG�IURP�WKH�OLEUDU\�
DQG�ZKLFK�DFNQRZOHGJHV�KHOS�IURP�(GZDUG�%\OHV�&RZHOO��������������3URIHVVRU�
of Sanskrit and Oriental languages at Cambridge. Lucy said she thought Professor 
Cowell might have been one of JCP’s history tutors.  Lucy speculated whether JCP 
PLJKW�KDYH�HQFRXQWHUHG�WKH�REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�&ROOHJH¶V�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�DQFLHQW�DUWHIDFWV�
DFTXLUHG�E\�3DUNHU�OLEUDULDQ�5HY��6DPXHO�6DYDJH�/HZLV��������������Chris Thomas 
said this seemed very possible and if this is correct then JCP would have probably 
mentioned this in conversation with the antiquarian collector E.P. Warren, when he 
met him in Lewes a few years after leaving Cambridge. We asked Lucy if JCP’s 
name has survived which he says in Autobiography he inscribed on a beam in his 
rooms, but the beam has been whitewashed and can no longer be seen.   
$IWHU� OXQFK� LQ� WKH� JUDQG� FKDQGHOLHUHG� GLQLQJ� KDOO� �VHH� EDFN� FRYHU��� WKH� JURXS�

admired Corpus Old Court and the windows of JCP’s rooms, then visited several sites 
LQ�&DPEULGJH�GHVLJQHG�E\�+DUU\�/\RQ��WKH�FKDSHO�RI�6LGQH\�6XVVH[�&ROOHJH��DQG�WKH�
/DG\�&KDSHO�DW�/LWWOH�6W�0DU\¶V�FKXUFK��UHFHQWO\�YHU\�V\PSDWKHWLFDOO\�UHIXUELVKHG��
ZKHUH�WKH�SRHW�5LFKDUG�&UDVKDZ�ZDV�D�SULHVW�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��

Then – as on our previous Cambridge meeting in 2010 – on to view the high stone 
ZDOO�HUHFWHG�DURXQG������EHWZHHQ�3HWHUKRXVH�&ROOHJH�DQG�WKH�URXJK�ZDWHU\�¿HOG�
&RH�)HQ��QRZ�D�QDWXUH�UHVHUYH��coe FRZ�����+HUH�-&3�GHVFULEHV�the greatest event 
in my life at Cambridge, as he passed the wall on the way to have tea with a novelist 
of a satiric turn, DQG�IHOO� LQWR�D�YLVLRQDU\�VWDWH�RI�HFVWDV\��ZHOO�DQDO\VHG�E\�-RKQ�
+RGJVRQ�LQ�1/����

Timothy Hyman read, in situ��-&3¶V�DFFRXQW�RI�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�John Hodgson 
read a description of the same wall from Edward Conybeare’s Highways and Byways in 

Cambridge and Ely�����������7KH�ZDOO�
is now scraped clean, denuded of the 
little plants that so fascinated JCP.
2XU�H[KLODUDWLQJ�GD\�LQ�&DPEULGJH�

concluded with tea and conversation 
in the café of the Fitzwilliam 
PXVHXP��,W�LV�RIWHQ�KDUG��DV�ZLWK�DQ\�
ROG� IULHQG�� � WR� DVVRFLDWH� WKH� \RXQJ�
man who walked here with the 
walker of  Phudd Hill and the Corwen 
mountains, whom we know better 
through letters and diaries.  But this 
was a rewarding piece of time-travel.

CT, KKAn old drawing of Corpus Old Court



from Autobiography, chapter 5

The greatest event in my life at Cambridge was a very quiet event, ... It was indeed a 
VRUW�RI�9LVLRQ�RQ�WKH�5RDG�WR�'DPDVFXV������>6@RPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�XPEUDJHRXV�SXUOLHXV�
to the rear of the Fitzwilliam Museum ...  there stands an ancient wall; and as I drifted 
along ... I observed, growing upon this wall, certain patches of grass and green moss 
and yellow stone-crop. Something about the look of these small growths, secluded 
there in a place seldom passed, and more seldom noticed, seized upon me and caught 
me up into a sort of Seventh Heaven.

A few seconds ago, before touching my pen to tell you what kind of Seventh 
Heaven it was into which, leaning upon the handle of “Sacred,” I was transported, 
,�IHOW�DOO�WKDW�,�KDYH�HYHU�IHOW��RI�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�WKLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PRPHQW�������,W�LV�
impossible for me to describe it! And yet I never see the least patch of lichen, or 
moss, or grass, in the veinings of an ancient rock but something of the same feeling 
returns. ... that mysterious meeting-point of animate with inanimate, had to do with 
some secret underlying world of rich magic and strange romance. In fact I actually 
regarded it as a prophetic idea of the sort of stories that I myself might come to write; 
stories that should have as their background the indescribable peace and gentleness 
of the substance we name grass in contact with the substance we name stone.

Timothy Hyman reading by the stone wall
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Tony Head
A Tribute to Glen Cavaliero

It is a great disappointment to me not to be able to attend this gathering to mark the 
Powys Society’s 50th anniversary and to honour its President, especially as it is taking 
SODFH�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�¿WWLQJ�RI�DOO�SRVVLEOH�ORFDWLRQV��7KH�3RZ\V�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�
Corpus Christi College are well known to Society members, if not, alas, to the wider 
public, and I have some fond memories of Corpus myself – among them sitting snugly, 
if somewhat timidly, in his rooms with the former college librarian and archivist, the late 
1RUVH�VFKRODU�5D\�3DJH��IRU�P\�VXSHUYLVLRQV�RQ�HDUO\�9LNLQJ�+LVWRU\��µ7KRVH�9LNLQJV��
you know,’ I recall him saying à propos their arrival in the Orkneys from across the 
WUHDFKHURXV�QRUWKHUQ�VHDV��µPXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�EORRG\�EDUP\�¶�«�D�FKDUJH��LW�VWULNHV�PH�
now, sometimes leveled in a later age and with equal bewilderment at members of the 
family whose lives and achievements the Society was founded to celebrate. 

 I have a suspicion that Glen will feel as much embarrassment as delight at the 
tributes and accolades he receives today, but I will risk deepening the former in the 
hope of enhancing the latter with my own. 

It need hardly be said how fortunate the Society has been to have had Glen as 
3UHVLGHQW�IRU�WKH�JUHDWHU�SDUW�RI�LWV�H[LVWHQFH��7KDW�LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�WKULYH�LV�GXH�LQ�QR�
small measure to Glen’s untiring devotion to the cause, even when the waters through 
which the Good Ship Powys has had to maneouvre – like those of any other fellowship 
of kindred spirits – would sometimes have tested the hardiest of Vikings. 

Glen’s numerous achievements as a poet and critic speak for themselves. On a 
purely personal note, much of my knowledge of writers such as E.M. Forster, Charles 
Williams and Sylvia Townsend Warner, and all my knowledge of others such as 
Barbara Pym and Phyllis Paul, I owe in some way to Glen’s writings or guidance; and 
I am sure I am one of innumerable readers over the years whose engagement with the 
fantastic variety of English literary genres – the supernatural, the rural, the comedic, 
the fantastic indeed – would have remained rudimentary but for Glen’s own prodigious 
energy and commitment in sharing in his many works the fruits of his vast erudition. 
If the true measure of a critic’s worth is – as I believe - to send the reader back to the 
WH[W�ZLWK�D�QHZ�HQWKXVLDVP�RU�FXULRVLW\��WKHQ�*OHQ¶V�SODFH�LQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDQN�RI�OLWHUDU\�
interpreters is indisputable. 

It was Glen’s book on John Cowper Powys which helped me, as an undergraduate, 
WR�JHW� VRPH�VRUW�RI�KDQGOH�RQ� WKLV� DVWRQLVKLQJ�ZULWHU� DQG� WKLQNHU��¿UVW� HQFRXQWHUHG�
IRUWXLWRXVO\�LQ�D�ERRNVKRS�LQ�&DQWHUEXU\�LQ�������7R�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�,�KDG�WKH�OHDGLQJ�
DXWKRULW\�RQ�KLP�OLYLQJ�MXVW�D�WHQ�PLQXWH�ZDON�DFURVV�WRZQ�ZDV�D�IXUWKHU�VWURNH�RI�OXFN��
Both then in my undergraduate days and during all my, alas, too infrequent visits from 
Tokyo these past thirty years and more, I do not think there has been a time when I have 
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left Glen’s company without a determination to rectify some gap in my knowledge or 
seek out some work or other new to me from our conversations. 

 Among my favourite of Glen’s writings is his essay The Powys Family – Some 
Records of a Friendship in the Powys Heritage booklet series. In portraying the 
Powyses he met and knew – their generosity, their compassion, their often mischievous 
KXPRXU��WKHLU�SRZHUV�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHOOHFW�±�*OHQ�UHYHDOV�D�QDWXUDO�DI¿QLW\�ZLWK�
them, which is to say that much of what he wrote of them is true of Glen himself. 

But one passage in particular has stuck in my mind, in which Glen recounted how on 
a visit to Phyllis Playter in 1966 he had taken a walk on the Moelwyns with one of his 
fellow hotel guests – an anonymous employee of Woolworths – and on entering a cave 
KDG�PLVWDNHQ�D�ODUJH�KROH�LQ�WKH�FDYHUQ�ÀRRU�IRU�D�SRRO�RI�ZDWHU��,�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�DVVXPH�
WKDW�EXW�IRU�WKDW�DQRQ\PRXV�µ0DQ�IURP�:RROLHV¶�ZKR�SXOOHG�*OHQ�EDFN�IURP�WKH�DE\VV�
at the critical moment, today’s gathering would not be taking place.

With such serendipities are the events of our lives strangely interwoven.  In 
the year of my birth – as it so happened – a young and unknown scholar plucked 
up the courage to write a fan letter to a neglected novelist living in North Wales, 
little suspecting that in doing so he was setting in train a process – or a process of 
SURFHVVHV��DUFDQH�DQG�LQWDQJLEOH�±�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�KDYH�VXFK�DQ�LQÀXHQFH�QRW�
MXVW�LQ�P\�RZQ�OLIH�EXW�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�PDQ\�RWKHU�SHRSOH��DQG�UHVXOW�RQH�GD\�LQ�WKH�
occasion of this day. I am forever grateful to Glen that he did, and I send my fondest 
greetings and good wishes. 

***
The Powys Society

from Frank Kibblewhite
Ours is a wonderful and uniquely special literary society attracting a diverse range of 
truly amazing individuals and I’m delighted to have been a member for over thirty 
years and pleased to have played a small role in its past. 
from Jacqueline Peltier
Little did I guess when I stopped one day in 1982 at Shakespeare & Company, George 
:KLWPDQ¶V�ERRNVKRS��ZKHUH�ZKHQ�D�VWXGHQW�,�KDG�ZRUNHG�DV�D�SDUW�WLPH�DVVLVWDQW��DQG�
asked the young Englishman in attendance if he could tell me if there was a Powys 
6RFLHW\��+H�JDYH�PH�DQ�DI¿UPDWLYH�UHSO\�DQG�WKH�DGGUHVV�RI�0DUJDUHW�(DWRQ��D�GHDU�
and life-long member. Little did I guess the importance the Society would soon take 
on in my life!
,�MRLQHG�WKDW�VDPH�\HDU��UHFHLYHG�D�GHWDLOHG�OHWWHU�IURP�'HUHN�6WHSKHQV��DW�WKH�WLPH�

+RQRXUDEOH�6HFUHWDU\��DQG�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������DWWHQGHG�P\�YHU\�¿UVW�FRQIHUHQFH��
which took place ... in Weymouth, at a small college behind Brunswick Terrace. 
'HUHN�NLQGO\�LQWURGXFHG�PH�WR�VHYHUDO�PHPEHUV��,�UHPHPEHU�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�/RXLVH�GH�



��

Bruin and Michelle Tran van Khaï, but I was much too shy and impressed to dare 
speak to anybody, and contented myself with listening to all these luminaries: Glen 
Cavaliero, of course, but also G.Wilson Knight, Cedric Hentschel, Kenneth Hopkins, 
Tim Hyman and Charles Lock, and a few others. In the coming years I was to learn 
a great deal about the three Powys brothers from all the lectures which were given, 
which particularly enlightened my understanding of John Cowper’s thinking, and his 
views on and relations with Nature. 
)URP� SUHYLRXV� MRXUQH\V� LQ� %ULWDLQ�� ,� ZDV� DOUHDG\� IDPLOLDU� ZLWK�:H\PRXWK� DQG�

'RUVHW��EXW�LW�ZDV�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�JR�IURP�RQH�\HDU�WR�WKH�QH[W�WR�PDQ\�RWKHU�
places for the conferences, from Bath to Wales or from Norwich to Chichester. The 
two or three days the conference lasted always seemed far too short. I remember so 
well for instance those book  auctions which dear Francis Feather used to conduct 
with such maestria, and which provided a couple of hours of merriment and pleasure. 
The atmosphere was always congenial and friendly, and it was wonderful to be able 
to discuss Powysian matters with learned and erudite people during meals or in the 
evening at the bar. When, during a conference, Glen asked me whether I would accept 
being made representative of the Powys Society in Europe, I gladly accepted and was 
never to regret it. I tried to be worthy of the task, as helpful as possible, bringing 
information to people interested in Powys’ works, or being a link, as when I had the 
JUHDW�SULYLOHJH�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�DW�RXU�IULHQG�6YHQ�(ULN��³(ULF�WKH�
5HG´��7lFNPDUN¶V�3RZ\V�H[KLELWLRQ�LQ�8SSVDOD��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�YHU\�¿UVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�

So – long live the Powys Society!  Let us hope for a brilliant future, with its 
dedicated members, eager to maintain and improve the reputation of the Powys!

***
Kevin Taylor

More eBooks published

,Q�WKH�0DUFK������1HZVOHWWHU�,�UHSRUWHG�RQ�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YHU\�¿UVW�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�
eBooks: of Owen Glendower and Porius by John Cowper Powys; The Brothers Powys 
E\�5LFKDUG�3HUFHYDO�*UDYHV��DQG�Recollections of the Powys Brothers ed. Belinda 
+XPIUH\��,¶P�KDSS\�QRZ�WR�UHSRUW�WKDW�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�IRXU�WLWOHV�LQ�RXU�H%RRNV�SURMHFW�
have also been published and are available for purchase on the Amazon Kindle: 
Wolf Solent, A Glastonbury Romance, Weymouth Sands and Maiden Castle. While 
a handful of low-grade scans of some of these works have been found in relatively 
GXELRXV�DUHDV�RI�WKH�LQWHUQHW��RXUV�DUH�WKH�¿UVW�UHVSHFWDEO\�LPSULQWHG�GLJLWDO�HGLWLRQV�
RI�DQ\�RI�-&3¶V�JUHDW�:HVVH[�DQG�:HOVK�QRYHOV��SURIHVVLRQDOO\�VFDQQHG�DQG�FKHFNHG�
to a high level of accuracy and formally licensed by the Powys Estate.
<RX� VKRXOG� EH� DEOH� WR� ¿QG� WKHVH� HGLWLRQV� E\� VHDUFKLQJ� RQ�$PD]RQ�FR�XN� RU�

Amazon.com or any other Amazon site worldwide, available to purchase at the very 
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UHDVRQDEOH�SULFHV�RI��������8.�����������86��DQG�
in various other local currencies. If you cannot 
locate them easily that way, Paul Cheshire’s 
wonderful re-design of the Powys Society 
ZHEVLWH� KWWS���ZZZ�SRZ\V�VRFLHW\�RUJ� IHDWXUHV�
D� SURPLQHQW� µ3XEOLFDWLRQV� �6RFLHW\�¶� WDE� ZKLFK�
takes you to a set of direct links to the relevant 
Amazon web pages.

Paul Cheshire was also responsible for the 
inspired suggestion that we scan the original 
86�6LPRQ�	�6FKXVWHU�SULQWLQJ�RI�AGR with the 
complete Wookey Hole chapter, before any of 
the libel-related cuts made by the UK publisher 
which have survived into most modern printings 
�VHH�PJ XXVII for Paul’s article with the full story 

RI� WKH�FXWV���+H�DFTXLUHG�D�FOHDQ�86�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�ZKLFK�PDGH�LWV�ZD\�WR�&KHQQDL�
with the other books to be scanned by Newgen, an organisation used frequently by 
my own company Cambridge University Press and by other sizable publishers like 
Macmillan. Notwithstanding their scale, Newgen were delighted to take on a small 
SURMHFW�IRU�D�OLWHUDU\�VRFLHW\�DQG�ZHUH�H[HPSODULO\�IULHQGO\�DQG�HI¿FLHQW�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�
throughout the whole process. Any typographical or scanning errors that do remain 
in the eBooks can, if found, be reported to me via a link on the Powys Society 
website, and I will in due course be able to re-publish them in updated form.
7KH�SURMHFW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�ZLWKRXW�LWV�IUXVWUDWLRQV��DQG�$PD]RQ�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�TXLWH�

DV�HDV\�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�DV�1HZJHQ��:KLOH�WKH�.LQGOH�'LUHFW�3XEOLVKLQJ�WRROV�DUH�HDV\�
HQRXJK� WR�XVH��DQ�XQH[SODLQHG�EORFNDJH�SUHYHQWHG�PH�IURP�UHOHDVLQJ� WKHVH� ODWHVW�
titles for some weeks, and Amazon’s customer services department was not helpful 
or responsive – in fact it seemed at times the responses I was getting were from 
URERWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KXPDQV��D�SUREDELOLW\�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V�RI�$,���7KH�EORFNDJH�LV�DW�ODVW�
FOHDUHG�DQG�VDOHV�DUH�EHLQJ�PDGH��$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��HDUO\�-XQH��ZH�DSSHDU�WR�
have sold 92 copies and earned £202.49 in royalties.

At a time when the commitment of publishers to JCP’s works is at a low ebb, with 
OLWWOH�FHUWDLQW\�DURXQG�KRZ��RU�HYHQ�ZKHWKHU��KLV�PDMRU�QRYHOV�DUH�WR�EH�NHSW�LQ�SULQW��
it is comforting that we now at least have good eBook versions, to secure their future 
availability in high-quality digital formats.
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Paul Cheshire  
Towards a Secure, Mobile-friendly, Google-ranking Website

I took over editing the Society’s website in March. First, I want to pay tribute to 
Frank Kibblewhite for the work he has put in as our webmaster over the last ten 
years. He was well aware that the website needed an upgrade, but as a busy publisher 
at his Sundial Press he didn’t have the free time to do more than add new material. 
His emails to me – promptly and ever-willingly dealing with requests to add new 
material – were mostly post-midnight! Frank cherished the website, and as I have 
looked through its many pages, I recognise that I have work to do if I am to emulate 
KLV� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� NQRZOHGJH� RI� WKH� ZLGHU� 3RZ\V� FRPPXQLW\�� )UDQN� KDV� EHHQ�
characteristically generous with his time over this handover, and I’m very glad that 
it has been done with his blessing.
,�ZRXOG� DOVR� OLNH� WR� WKDQN�'DYLG�*UDYHV� DQG�5LFKDUG� 3HUFHYDO�*UDYHV�ZKRVH�

company GWS Media has maintained the domain registration over that time.
7KH�ZHEVLWH� KDV� QRZ� EHHQ� XSGDWHG� WR� FRQ¿UP�ZLWK� FXUUHQW� FRGLQJ� VWDQGDUGV��

it is formatted centrally from a style sheet, which gives it a consistent appearance 
and layout. The content has been lightly edited in places. The online shop selling 
our publications is up and running, the entire contents of The Powys Journal are 
OLVWHG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�OLQNV�WR�WKHLU�RQOLQH�VRXUFHV�DW�-6725��$OO�1HZVOHWWHUV�IURP����
RQZDUGV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DV�3')V�
'HYHORSPHQWV�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�SURJUHVV�LQFOXGH�
$FTXLULQJ� VHFXUH� VLWH� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ: web browsers have started encouraging 

WKLV�E\�ODEHOOLQJ�VLWHV�µQRW�VHFXUH¶�LI�WKH\�ODFN�WKLV�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ���7KH�VLWH¶V�DGGUHVV�
ZLOO��RU�should��KDYH�FKDQJHG�IURP�KWWS���ZZZ�SRZ\V�VRFLHW\�RUJ�WR�KWWSV���ZZZ�
powys-society.org by the time this newsletter has appeared. 

Responsive web design: the site currently scales down on small screens making 
it hard to use on smartphones and tablets, which are used by about 25% of our 
YLHZHUV��,�KRSH�WR�KDYH�WKLV�QHZ�PRELOH�IULHQGO\�GHVLJQ��ZLWK�FROODSVLEOH�GURS�GRZQ�
QDYLJDWLRQ�EDU��LQ�SODFH�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�-XQH��

Google optimisation: this all-powerful search engine uses both the above criteria 
to rank websites. It also allows the owner of a website a degree of control over the 
LQGH[LQJ�DQG�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�LWV�SDJHV��,�KDYH�WR�GDWH�UHTXHVWHG�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�RYHU�����
RXW�RI�GDWH�SDJHV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKHLU�LQGH[��$�VHDUFK�����0D\��RQ�µ3RZ\V�
6RFLHW\¶�VKRZHG�RXU�VLWH�LQ�¿UVW�SODFH�ZLWK�DQ�DUUD\�RI�VL[�RI�RXU�SDJHV��:H�ZHUH�
LQ�IRXUWK�SODFH�IRU�D�VHDUFK�RQ�µ/OHZHO\Q��3RZ\V¶��VHYHQWK�SODFH�IRU�µ7�)��3RZ\V¶��
EXW�RQO\�OLVWHG�LQ�HLJKWHHQWK�SODFH�IRU�µ-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V¶��$OO�VLWH�LPSURYHPHQWV�
will help raise the visibility of our website for a search where there is more online 
material, and thus more competition. 



Dawn Collins
Facebook and other social media

The Powys Society is now visible on three social media accounts: Twitter, Facebook 
and Instagram along with the Society’s own web page. I encourage members to 
participate and contribute to all three accounts. I strongly believe in the important 
role social media can play in the future growth and development of our Society 
helping to attract more new members. 

Social Media is not going to go away and if the Society does not have a social 
PHGLD� SUHVHQFH� LW� ZLOO� EHFRPH� LQFUHDVLQJO\� PRUH� GLI¿FXOW� WR� EH� YLDEOH� DV� D�
society. The fact of the questionable business and political practices of the tech 
EHKHPRWKV�LV��,�WKLQN��QR�UHDVRQ�IRU�QRW�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�µQRZ¶�RI�KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�
works. 

Social media can enable those within the Society and other non-members 
interested in the Powyses, to interact on a casual and regular basis, and respond for 
instance to articles in The Powys Journal and the Newsletter.  Social media does 
have its place and a very useful one.  On the Powys Society Facebook page you 
ZLOO�¿QG�H[DPSOHV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�IURP�SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�3RZ\V�
6RFLHW\�EXW� UHDG�-&3�� LQ�SDUWLFXODU��DYLGO\�DQG�HQMR\� WKH�SRVWV��7KH�HQJDJHPHQW�
with the Facebook page is currently reactive rather than proactive and I tend to 
take a back seat in the hope that members and others will contribute posts.  That 
does happen but not often enough.  

On the Facebook page I particularly welcome all visitor articles, comments 
links or photos.  The Instagram account is not open for everyone to post on. But if 
members would like to have any images or comments included could you please 
send to my email address and I will paste to the Instagram account if you do not 
have your own account.  
7KH�3RZ\V�5HDGLQJ�*URXS�LV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�)DFHERRN�SDJH����7KH�

JURXS� KDV� EHHQ�PDNLQJ� D� FKURQRORJLFDO� UHDGLQJ� RI� WKH� QRYHOV� �PDLQO\�� RI� -&3���
There are 28 people who regularly view the group and live on-line discussions 
ZKLFK� WDNH� SODFH� DW� UHJXODU� LQWHUYDOV�� 2XU� QH[W� UHDGLQJ� ZLOO� EH�Autobiography 
ZKLFK�DOWKRXJK�QRW�VWULFWO\�D�QRYHO�LV�D�PDMRU�ZRUN�DQG�JLYHV�YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKW�WR�
JCP’s novels.
'R�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�PH�LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WR�FRQWULEXWH�

to our social media accounts.
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News and Notes

It is with sadness we report that Tordis (Mrs Stephen) Marks died in June.
The Society sends all sympathy to Stephen and to Dorothy and Edward.

*
From Kevin Taylor:
The Cambridge History of Welsh Literature
The Cambridge History of Welsh Literature��HGLWHG�E\�*HUDLQW�(YDQV�	�+HOHQ�)XOWRQ��
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�$SULO������WR�JUHDW�DFFODLP��5RJHU�/HZLV�LQ�WKH�Daily Telegraph called 
LW�µthe best book ever published about my homeland’���GHYRWHV�D�SDJH��LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI�DQ�H[WHQGHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�'DYLG�-RQHV�� WR�-&3��ZKR�µuses Welsh locations and 
characters to explore a magical exoticism which owes more to Matthew Arnold than 
to Jones’s idea of the Welsh as the inheritors of Brythonic Romanity.’ It goes on 
to note that in AGR� µWKH� ¿JXUH� RI�$UWKXU� RSHUDWHV� DV� DQ� DVVLPLODWHG� UHPQDQW� RI�
Welshness in an English town’�DQG�WR�¿QG�Porius ‘characteristic of all of his work in 
being mainly concerned with the psychology of myth and the dynamics of personal 
relationship. This makes his work quite different to that of most Welsh writers of the 
period, writers for whom the personal has become inescapably political.’
Peter Mayer
$�WULEXWH�WR�3HWHU�0D\HU��������������IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�2YHUORRN�3UHVV�DQG�SXEOLVKHU�RI�
-&3¶V�PDMRU�QRYHOV��DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�Bookseller�����0D\������

From Ray Cox:
Spotted in the editorial of Country Life magazine for May 29, 2019, where there 
LV� D� UHIHUHQFH� WR� -&3� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� ODQGVFDSH� LQÀXHQFLQJ� OLWHUDU\� SHRSOH��$IWHU�
PHQWLRQLQJ�&ROHULGJH��+DUG\��5�'��%ODFNPRUH�DQG�:LOOLDP�%DUQHV��WKH�DUWLFOH�VD\V�WKH�
epic novels of JCP LQÀXHQFHG�E\�:HVVH[�DQG�1RUWK�:DOHV��DUH�OHVV�IDPLOLDU�QRZ��EXW�
just as steeped in sense of place.KH�HGLWRULDO�LQ�&RXQWU\�/LIH�PDJD]LQH��0D\���WK����������D3�

From Dawn Collins:
6WHSKHQ�5RJHUV�UHFHQWO\�FRQWDFWHG�PH�WKURXJK�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�)DFHERRN�SDJH��
ZKLFK�KH�µOLNHG¶��DQG�WROG�PH�KH�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�DQ�DUWLFOH�DERXW�-&3¶V�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�
)RUG�0DGR[�)RUG��������������QRYHOLVW�� OLWHUDU\�FULWLF�DQG�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�English 
Review��6WHSKHQ�SURYLGHV�D�GDWH�IRU�WKH�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�)RUG�0DGR[�)RUG�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�
which is described by JCP in Autobiography��0DFGRQDOG��������S�������6WHSKHQ¶V�
article is entitled A Royal Personage in Disguise and appeared in Ford Madox 
Ford’s Literary Contacts��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�)RUG�0DGR[�)RUG�6WXGLHV��9ROXPH����������
SS���������DQG�FDQ�DOVR�EH�IRXQG�RQ�OLQH�DW��KWWSV���WKHHYHQLQJUHGQHVVLQWKHZHVW�
ZRUGSUHVV�FRP�FDWHJRU\�MRKQ�FRZSHU�SRZ\V���
6WHSKHQ�DOVR�WROG�PH�WKDW�KH�ZDV�D�IULHQG�RI�%ULWLVK�QRYHOLVW�5REHUW�1\H��������������
who was a great admirer of JCP’s work.
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CT DGGV�� 6WHSKHQ�5RJHUV� LV� D� IRUPHU� UHVHDUFK� IHOORZ�RI� WKH�PRGHUQLVW�PDJD]LQHV�
SURMHFW� DQG� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� DUWLFOHV� DERXW� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\� OLWHUDU\� SHULRGLFDOV�� ,Q�
KLV�DUWLFOH�6WHSKHQ�5RJHUV�DOVR�TXRWHV�IURP�RQH�RI�-&3¶V� OHWWHUV� WR�.DWLH�3RZ\V����
)HEUXDU\�������LQ�ZKLFK�KH�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�)RUG��)RUG¶V�UHPLQLVFHQFHV�RI�
his friendships with his contemporaries especially Henry James, Joseph Conrad and 
Stephen Crane are described in his memoir Return to Yesterday: Reminiscences, 1894-
1914���������7KHUH�LV�DQ�RELWXDU\�QRWLFH�IRU�5REHUW�1\H�LQ�1/�����-XO\�������:H�DOVR�
SXEOLVKHG�D�PHPRLU�E\�5REHUW�1\H�DERXW�KLV�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�-&3�LQ�1/�����-XO\�������
The editors would like to know if readers can supply more information about JCP and 
)RUG�0DGR[�)RUG�
From Susan Rands:
In his memoirs, Old Friends and Modern Instances���������WKH�%ULWLVK�GLSORPDW�6LU�
Nicholas Henderson describes his lifelong friendship with the economist Howard 
'DYLHV� �SDVW�'HSXW\�*RYHUQRU�RI� WKH�%DQN�RI�(QJODQG� DQG� FXUUHQWO\�&KDLUPDQ�RI�
WKH�5R\DO�%DQN�RI�6FRWODQG����+RZDUG�'DYLHV�ZDV�6LU�1LFKRODV�+HQGHUVRQ¶V�3ULYDWH�
6HFUHWDU\�ZKHQ� KH�ZDV�$PEDVVDGRU� WR� )UDQFH� LQ� 3DULV� IURP� ����� WR� ������ ,Q� KLV�
PHPRLUV� KH� PHQWLRQV� WKDW� 'DYLHV¶V favourite authors are Balzac, John Cowper 
Powys and Wyndham Lewis. Newsletter 29, November 1996, has a note referring to 
an article in the Financial Times Weekend Review�����$SULO�������E\�+RZDUG�'DYLHV��
UHFROOHFWLQJ�KLV�¿UVW�UHDGLQJ�RI�A Glastonbury Romance�µ25 years ago, the masterpiece 
of an author whose world view remains challenging and life- enhancing.’   
CT adds: Sir Nicholas Henderson’s memoir contains an illustration of his bookplate 
composed of an image of an ancient Greek tetradrachm silver coin showing the image 
of an owl sacred to Athene.  JCP also owned two Greek tetradrachms. People who 
visited JCP in Blaenau Ffestiniog in the late 1950s and early 1960s, all record that JCP 
NHSW�EHVLGH�KLV�FRXFK��RQ�D�WUD\��VHYHUDO�WDOLVPDQLF�REMHFWV��LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�*UHHN�FRLQV�
with the head of Athene in high relief on one side and on the other an owl. JCP used 
to encourage his visitors to hold the coins as he believed they would bring good luck.
From Catherine Bayliss:
The Jonathan Bayliss Society was recently formed to promote awareness of the 20th-
century American writer Jonathan Bayliss, who, like JCP, wrote huge unconventional 
novels. For more information, see www.JonathanBayliss.org or email Powys member 
Catherine Bayliss at SUHVLGHQW#MRQDWKDQED\OLVV�RUJ. Powys Society programs have 
EHHQ�D�PDMRU�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�-%6¶V�SODQV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�
From Jacqueline Peltier: 
I had the pleasant surprise a few days ago to receive the latest edition of Cahiers 
Flaubert Maupassant �VLPLODU� WR�RXU�Powys Journal���SXEOLVKHG�E\�L’association 
des Amis de Flaubert et de Maupassant, from a French friend and former subscriber 
of la lettre powysienne, in which the French translation, from Jugements Réservés, 
of the long chapter JCP devoted to Maupassant in Suspended Judgments had been 
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published in full, preceded by a short but most precise presentation of JCP by my 
friend Gilles Cléroux. Gilles is a keen admirer of JCP and has read many of his 
books, but like us he can’t help being puzzled by the lack of interest manifested 
among his literary acquaintances for Powys. I much appreciated his passionate 
interest in “our” writer.
From Charles Lock:
James Purdy
2Q����0DUFK�������H[DFWO\����\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�-DPHV�3XUG\�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����
I travelled to the graveyard of St Mary’s Church in Weedon Lois, Northamptonshire, 
ZKHUH�KLV�DVKHV�ZHUH�LQWHUUHG�QH[W�WR�WKH�JUDYH�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�SRHW�(GLWK�6LWZHOO��LQ�
DFFRUG�ZLWK�3XUG\¶V�¿QDO�UHTXHVW��7KH�LGHD�ZDV�DSSHDOLQJ�LQ�LWV�VKHHU�RGGQHVV��,�GRQ¶W�
think there’s another American writer of such importance buried in Britain. TS Eliot, of 
FRXUVH��EXW�KH¶G�ORQJ�EHHQ�D�%ULWLVK�VXEMHFW� At the symposium held later that afternoon 
at the University of Northampton I observed that it would have been much less trouble 
WR�KDYH�KRQRXUHG�3XUG\¶V�ZLVKHV�KDG�KH�FKRVHQ�WR�EH�EXULHG�QH[W�WR�-&3��:H�FRXOG�
have scattered the ashes off Chesil Beach – and I knew the spot, as that is where 
Louise and Tim and I had scattered Gerard Casey’s ashes in 2001. What a gravestone 
3XUG\�QRZ�KDV��DQG�D�ORFDO�KDELWDWLRQ�WR�KLV�QDPH��DQG�D�SUR[LPLW\�WR�'DPH�(GLWK�WKDW�
constitutes its own moment and force in literary history. 
CT adds: An article about James Purdy with a brief reference to JCP, a description of 
some of his books, the current revival of interest in Purdy’s work, a reproduction of 
the inscription on his gravestone and a note on how Charles acquired Purdy’s ashes 
was published in the Books Section of the Guardian�RQ����0DUFK�������$�VKRUW�¿OP�
recording the burial ceremony of Purdy’s ashes has been posted on YouTube and a video 
DFFRPSDQLHG�ZLWK�D�VHWWLQJ�RI�ZRUGV�E\�3XUG\�PD\�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWSV���VRQJRIDPHULFD�
QHW�VRQJ�FRPH�UHDG\�DQG�VHH�PH�
From John Sanders:
JCP and Robinson Jeffers
$PHULFDQ�SRHW�5RELQVRQ� -HIIHUV� DQG�KLV�ZLIH�8QD�ZHUH�NHHQ�DGPLUHUV�RI� -&3�DQG�
/OHZHO\Q��5RELQVRQ�-HIIHUV�DOVR�FRUUHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�.DWLH�3RZ\V� LQ������DQG������
about her book Driftwood. A small collection of Powys books can be found in the 
Jeffers personal library at their home, Tor House, in Carmel in California and includes 
interesting interpolations made by Una Jeffers such as various marginalia, annotations, 
and underlining as well as other material such as photos, reviews, letters and newspaper 
clippings. The library includes copies of American editions of JCP’s A Philosophy 
of Solitude, Autobiography, and Essays on De Maupassant, Anatole France and 
William Blake, and Llewelyn’s Earth Memories and Love and Death. The books by 
the Powyses with all the additional material have been catalogued and included in The 
Last Word, A Record of the “Auxiliary” library at Tor House, compiled by Maureen 
*LUDUG��5RELQVRQ�-HIIHUV�7RU�+RXVH�)RXQGDWLRQ�������� 
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Chris Thomas
John Cowper Powys at Hammersmith

Earlier this year Amanda Powys sent me the photograph of JCP which we have 
reproduced on the front cover of this Newsletter. A wider view of the whole 
photograph is illustrated here. I felt sure I had seen this image somewhere before 
but I couldn’t think where. A link to another copy of the photograph, at the Powys 
Society Instagram account, can be found on the home page of the Powys Society 
ZHEVLWH��/XFNLO\�WKH�UHYHUVH�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�SKRWRJUDSK�KDV�D�GDWH�LQVFULEHG�µ���-XQH�
1929’ which helps to identify more precisely the location of the photo,since we know 
-&3�ZDV�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�KLV�EURWKHU�$�5��3RZ\V�LQ�+DPPHUVPLWK�LQ�/RQGRQ�RQ�WKLV�
date. JCP’s 1929 diary suggests it might have been taken on 20th June while he 
ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�$53�EDWKH�LQ�WKH�ULYHU��EHIRUH�EUHDNIDVW�� Amanda said she believed 
WKH�ZRPDQ�JD]LQJ�DW�-&3�LV�,VREHO�3RZ\V��������������GDXJKWHU�RI�$53��EXW�VKH�
FRXOGQ¶W� LGHQWLI\� WKH� RWKHU� SHUVRQ� ORRNLQJ� VWUDLJKW� LQWR� WKH� FDPHUD� �ZKR� EHDUV� D�
VWULNLQJ�UHVHPEODQFH�WR�6\OYLD�7RZQVHQG�:DUQHU���

6WHSKHQ�3RZ\V�0DUNV�FRQ¿UPHG� WKH� LGHQWLW\�RI�KLV�PRWKHU�� ,VREHO�� DQG� WROG�PH�
WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�LV�µ7RSV\¶�ZKR�ZDV�D�IULHQG�RI�,VREHO��7KH\�ZHUH�
both pupils of the architect Clough Williams-Ellis, who was in the 1920s developing 
SODQV�IRU�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�3RUWPHLULRQ�LQ�:DOHV��DQG�LQ������KDG�MXVW�PRYHG�KLV�SUDFWLFH�
to an address in Hampstead. Stephen said that the photograph was taken in the garden 
RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�ULYHU�7KDPHV�DW�$�5��3RZ\V¶V�KRXVH��1R�����+DPPHUVPLWK�7HUUDFH��
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ZKLFK�$53�KDG�RFFXSLHG�VLQFH�������+DPPHUVPLWK�7HUUDFH�LV�D�URZ�RI����*HRUJLDQ�
houses whose back gardens lead down to the river; in the photograph JCP is seen 
leaning against the parapet of the shared terrace wall that encloses the garden of each 
KRXVH���7KH�ORFDWLRQ�LV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�DQ�HQWU\�LQ�-&3¶V�GLDU\�IRU����-XQH�������ZKHUH�
KH�GHVFULEHV�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�$53�LQ�+DPPHUVPLWK�XQWLO���VW�-XQH�

*
Hammersmith Terrace has famous associations: other occupants include May Morris, 
daughter of William Morris; arts and crafts printers T.J.Cobden-Sanderson and Emery 
:DONHU�� IRXQGHUV� RI� WKH�'RYHV�3UHVV�� WKH� HLJKWHHQWK� FHQWXU\� SDLQWHU�� RFFXOWLVW�� DQG�
alchemist, Philip de Loutherbourg; and the novelist, humourist, lyricist and contributor 
to Punch��$�3��+HUEHUW��ZKR�OLYHG�QH[W�GRRU�WR�$53�DW�1R�����1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ��ZKR�
FRUUHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�/OHZHO\Q� �VHH�1/����� OLYHG� D� VKRUW� GLVWDQFH� DZD\� DW�5LYHUVLGH�
House, and occasionally invited A.P. Herbert to her social gatherings. Kevin Taylor 
ZRQGHUV�LI�WKH�FRPLF�¿FWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�FDOOHG�7RSV\�LQYHQWHG�E\�$�3��+HUEHUW�PLJKW�
KDYH�EHHQ�QDPHG�DIWHU�,VREHO¶V�IULHQG��RU�SHUKDSV�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�ZRUNHG�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\"�
Topsy appears in Herbert’s Punch columns of the 1920s and in later novels, The Trials 
of Topsy���������Topsy MP ��������DQG�Topsy Turvy �������

A.P. Herbert was deeply passionate about boating and life on the river Thames. 
+H�RZQHG�KLV�RZQ�ERDW��QDPHG�µ7KH�:DWHU�*LSV\¶��6WHSKHQ�WROG�PH�WKDW�,VREHO�DOVR�
owned a sailing skiff, “Newt”; he has photographs of her with her boat moored at the 
bottom of their garden. Stephen’s private collection of family memorabilia includes 
RWKHU�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ�DQG�ULYHUVLGH�HQWUDQFH�RI����+DPPHUVPLWK�7HUUDFH��
A.P. Herbert wrote lovingly about the river scenes at Hammersmith in a novel The 
House by the River��������ZKLFK�ZDV�PDGH�LQWR�D�¿OP�E\�)ULW]�/DQJ�LQ�������a short 
KDOI�PLOH�RI�ROG�DQG�GLJQL¿HG�KRXVHV�FOXVWHUHG«DORQJ�WKH�VXQQ\�VLGH�RI�WKH�7KDPHV��
ZLWK�ODUJH�WUHHV�DQG�OLWWOH�JDUGHQV�IULQJLQJ�WKH�EDQN�DFURVV�WKH�URDG«LW�KDG�D�XQLTXH��
LQFRPSDUDEOH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�LWV�RZQ«LW�KDG�VRPHWKLQJ��SHUKDSV��RI�DQ�ROG�YLOODJH«
DQG�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�WKH�VHD«LQ�WKH�OLWWOH�JDUGHQV«E\�WKH�ULYHU�ZDOO�WKH�SHRSOH«WRRN�
WKHLU�WHDV�DQG�WKHLU�VXSSHUV«

In his diary entry for 19 June 1929, JCP describes the same view of the Thames 
which he observed when he was photographed with Isobel and Topsy: every night 
LWV�PRRQOLJKW�RQ�WKH�ULYHU�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ«,�VHH�DW�QLJKW�WKH�OLJKWV�RI�
barges & tugs & in the morning with a hazy dim glowing misty sun atmosphere, like 
D�&ODXGH��,�VHH�WKH�ERDWV��ORQJ�	�WKLQ«6ZDQV��KHURQV��GXFNV��VHDJXOOV�DUH�VHHQ�DW�
intervals. The tide rises. The tide falls. 

The Diary of John Cowper Powys for 1929��HG��$QWKRQ\�+HDG��&HFLO�:RROI�������
For tributes to Isobel see The Powys Society Newsletter ����$SULO�������SS������DQG�
OHDÀHW�,Q�+RQRXU�RI�,VREHO��$�5HDGLQJ�RI�)DPLO\�/HWWHUV�������

2Q�WKH�OLIH�RI�$�5��3RZ\V�VHH�The Powys Review No.10, Spring 1982, pp.49-66
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Elizabeth Berridge
Notes from the Boilerhouse

Elizabeth Berridge� ������������ QRYHOLVW� DQG� VKRUW� VWRU\� ZULWHU� ZDV� PDUULHG�
to Reginald Moore� �������������one of the most active editors of world War II 
>�@, sports writer, founder of the Sportsman Book Club, and editor of Sports and 
Recreation,  the Hourglass Library��LQ�ZKLFK�KH�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�FROOHFWHG�VWRULHV�RI�
-DPHV�+DQOH\���Modern Reading� �������������Selected Writing� �������������The 
Windmill��������������Bugle Blast��������������Stories of the Forties��������DQG�
other literary anthologies, miscellanies and collections of short stories by writers of 
WKH���V�DQG���V��LQFOXGLQJ�KLV�RZQ�ZRUN���:RRGURZ�:\DWW��WKH�DXWKRU��DQG�/DERXU�
03��VDLG��LQ�DQ�RELWXDU\�QRWLFH�RI�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH�LQ�WKH�Times, 2 March 1990, that 
he was immensely kind and helpful to new writers and that he was a whole and 
rounded man without a trace of malice or envy.
7KLV�H[WUDFW� IURP�DQ�DUWLFOH�E\�(OL]DEHWK�%HUULGJH�DERXW�KHU�KXVEDQG¶V� OLWHUDU\�

legacy, his friendship with James Hanley� DQG� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK� -&3� >�@�ZDV�
published in the London Magazine�'HFHPEHU������-DQXDU\���������

CT  
               *
…We were living by this time in the cottage James Hanley had found for us in 

/ODQVDQWIIUDLG�>�@.�:H�KDG�PHW�KLP�LQ������LQ�/RQGRQ��DQG�KH�DQG�5HJLQDOG�KLW�LW�RII�
DW�RQFH��+H�ZDV�RQ�D�VL[�PRQWK�VWLQW�ZLWK�WKH�%%&�DQG�KDWLQJ�LW�EXW�ZDV�XVLQJ�WKLV�
time to learn the cello.
5HJLQDOG�ZDV��OLNH�-DPHV��VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�VROLWDU\��1HLWKHU�PDQ�EHORQJHG�WR�OLWHUDU\�

clubs or cliques. We talked about James’s great friend John Cowper Powys, whom 
KH�KDG�SHUVXDGHG�WR�UHWXUQ�IURP�$PHULFD�DQG�OLYH�LQ�:DOHV��-DPHV�FDOOHG�KLP�µthe 
giant of the family, and every one a genius¶��$W�WKLV�WLPH�5HJLQDOG�ZDV�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�
the launch of a Modern Reading library with a view to encouraging the neglected 
art of the novella and the long essay. Out of their discussion came the idea that 
3RZ\V�VKRXOG�EH�DVNHG�WR�ZULWH�D��������ZRUG�HVVD\�RQ�'RVWRHYVN\��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�
WKLV� SURMHFW� IRXQGHUHG� DIWHU� RQO\� ¿YH� QXPEHUV� RZLQJ� WR� SDSHU� TXRWD� GLI¿FXOWLHV��
and two years later the essay was returned to Powys. In 1946 it was published by 
Bodley Head and later reprinted by Village Publications. It was dedicated to James 
+DQOH\��+RZHYHU��5HJLQDOG�FRPPLVVLRQHG�D������ZRUG�HVVD\�IRU�Modern Reading 
on Joyce’s Finnegans Wake�>�@.
-DPHV� WRRN� HQRUPRXV� WURXEOH� WR� KHOS� KLV� IULHQGV� DQG� ZDV� DQ[LRXV� IRU� XV� WR�

PRYH�WR�:DOHV��VR�ZH�ZHUH�QRW�VXUSULVHG�RQH�VSULQJ�PRUQLQJ�LQ������WR�UHFHLYH�D�
WHOHJUDP��µEureka. Found cottage. Nine fruit trees. Come immediately.’ So James 
was instrumental in changing our lives as he had changed the lives of Powys and his 
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companion, Phyllis Playter. As Powys wrote, we both owe so much to him and Tim 
>James’s wife@� for without them our destiny would not have been half such a nice 
one. It was the beginning of a life-long friendship.
«5HJLQDOG�ZRXOG�GLVDSSHDU�LQWR�WKH�ERLOHUKRXVH�DQG�,�ZRXOG�KHDU�WKH�UDSLG�WDS�RI�

KLV�W\SHZULWHU�NH\V�DV�KH�VWDUWHG�RQ�KLV�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH���7R�+HQU\�0LOOHU�KH�ZURWH��µI 
do nearly all my work here as it keeps me out of the literary stewpot.’
0LOOHU� ZDV� RQH� RI� VHYHUDO� ZULWHUV� ZLWK�ZKRP�5HJLQDOG� KDG� D� VSHFLDO� DI¿QLW\��

John Cowper Powys was another. He corresponded with them and published their 
work for some years. Both were older than he: Miller in his forties, Powys in his 
VHYHQWLHV��7KHVH�WZR�KDG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�LQ�FRPPRQ��ERWK��UDNHG�HQMR\DEO\�RYHU�KHDSV�
of metaphysical compost and their books broke the bounds of conformity, ideas and 
LPDJHV�ÀRRGLQJ�XQLPSHGHG�RYHU�WKH�SDJHV��SUROL¿F�\HW�GD]]OLQJ�

To the devil with Art, Powys had written in his Autobiography;  my writing 
novels and all are simply so much propaganda, as effective as I can make it, for my 
philosophy of life. 

It could be Miller speaking.
$Q�RGG�DVLGH�PLJKW�EH�SLFNHG�XS�KHUH��RQ�*RRG�)ULGD\�������3RZ\V�ZURWH� WR�

5HJLQDOG��«the Lord forgive me but I am absolutely ignorant of this Henry Miller – 
I know not what sort of bird he is.  Nine years later he slips into a letter:  My friend 
KDV�EHHQ�ZULWLQJ�WR�+HQU\�0LOOHU�ZKRVH�QDPH�ZDV�¿UVW�LQWURGXFHG�WR�PH�E\�\RXUVHOI�
in 0RGHUQ�5HDGLQJ ��though it now turns out that we knew each other in New York 
when he was a boy��
1RW�H[DFWO\�NQHZ�HDFK�RWKHU��0LOOHU�KDG�DWWHQGHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�EULOOLDQW� OHFWXUHV�

3RZ\V� JDYH� LQ�$PHULFD� ZKHQ�0LOOHU� ZDV� WZHQW\�¿YH� DQG� 3RZ\V� LQ� KLV� IRUWLHV��
7KH\�ZHUH�WR�PHHW�LQ������ZKHQ�0LOOHU�SDLG�D�EULHI�YLVLW�WR�(QJODQG�DQG�ZURWH�WR�
/DZUHQFH�'XUUHOO�WKDW�KH�IRXQG�WKLV�FRXQWU\�UHDOO\�ZHLUG«\RX�FDQ¶W�KDWH�RU�GHVSLVH�
the English. I had a glimpse of Wales, much better. Saw old John Cowper Powys at 
Corwen. What a joyous old codger! A lively mage. Old Friar John, he confessed, had 
EHHQ�RQH�RI�KLV�¿UVW�OLYLQJ�LGROV«�7KH�¿UVW�PDQ�,�EHKHOG�ZKR�ZDV�SRVVHVVHG�E\�KLV�
daemon. Talk such as I have never heard again in my life. Inspired talk. And now at 
HLJKW\�KH�LV�VWLOO�LQVSLUHG��VWLOO�ZULWLQJ�PDVWHUSLHFHV��VWLOO�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�MRLH�GH�YLYUH��
the elan vital.

Powys gave Miller a walking stick from his collection. He had one for each day 
of the month; some from Africa, curiously carved, others sturdy as tree trunks, with 
a strange bardic air, and one had reputedly belonged to an American president. The 
choice of stick set the mood for his daily walk.

Powys was an endearing character; his letters are revealing. Unlike Miller, he 
welcomed suggestions for essays and went so far as to write: I leave the title to 
you for I always feel that Editors are much better than their authors at good titles. 
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:KHUHDV��ZKHQ�5HJLQDOG� WLWOHG� DQ� H[WUDFW� IURP�The Airconditioned Nightmare or 
Modern Reading Miller’s reaction was swift: I hate having changes made in anything 
I do, even if it is bad: although who’s to say as to that, eh? Unlike Miller, too, Powys 
DVNHG�QR�IDYRXUV��+H�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�SDLG�IRU�ZRUN�GRQH��WKDW�ZDV�DOO��
$W�WKH�VWDUW�RI�KLV�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK�3RZ\V�����OHWWHUV��5HJLQDOG�ZDV�DZDUH�RI�

his circumstances in that little house in Corwen and thoughtfully enclosed a stamped 
addressed envelope in each of his own letters, a gesture Powys greeted with entire 
commendation. Both before and after we moved to Wales, urgent little notes would 
arrive from James: Do what you can for dear old John C.P. He’ll never admit to 
needing cash, but things are tight with him just now. This may have sparked off 
5HJLQDOG¶V�OHWWHU�RI�2FWREHU���WK�������DVNLQJ�KRZ�KH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�SDLG�IRU�WKH�
LOO�IDWHG�'RVWRHYVN\�SLHFH��+LV�UHSO\�UHYHDOV�D�GHHS�GLVTXLHW�DERXW�PRQH\�

I want it in a lump sum the moment they receive my MSS safe and sound! I don’t 
want it in fragments. I want all >XQGHUOLQHG�VL[�WLPHV@ the advance royalty Mr 
Pollinger gets for me in one lump on receipt of the 40,000 words in type! ‘All 
in one lump sum’ as far as advance royalty goes is the word! I can get on OK 
XQWLO�WKHQ��,W�LV�PXFK�EHWWHU�IRU�3K\OOLV¶V«YHU\�VHFUHW�SULYDWH�HFRQRPLFV�WR�JHW�
a lump sum.
Laurence Pollinger, our agent as well as his, acted as a necessary shield in 

¿QDQFLDO�PDWWHUV��)RU�3RZ\V�KDWHG�GLVFXVVLQJ�PRQH\��DOWKRXJK�KH�ZDV�MXELODQW�ZKHQ�
a surprise royalty windfall from his Owen Glendower temporarily delivered him 
from pot-boilers.
,� UHWXUQ� WR� ZRUNLQJ� �HYHU\� RWKHU� GD\� ZLWK� 5DEHODLV�� RQ� P\� ORQJ� 'DUN� $JH�
romance. ‘Introducing Rabelais’ for Bodley Head entails work with a big 
)UHQFK�GLFWLRQDU\�IRU�,�KDYH�WR�WUDQVODWH�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO��������ZRUGV«LW�¿OOV�
a SCANDALOUS gap in our British Public Educational Curriculum!...but I 
UHDOO\�RZH�WR�\RX�WKLV�5DEHODLV�MRE�DQG�,�DP�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�JUDWHIXO«EHFDXVH�
you started me with Joyce and that led to Dostoevsky and that led to Rabelais.
When he had accepted the challenge to write on Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake he 

remarked that Timmy is the only woman I ever met who thoroughly enjoyed and 
understood Ulysses – she beats me there, for I never got on very well with it although 
I got a lot out of  Finnegan.  That book he regarded as mythological burlesque and his 
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�RUWKRGR[�)UHXGLDQ�DSSURDFK��WKDW�RI�VOHHS�DQG�
dreams and the unconscious. The essay bears rereading today despite its rambling 
nature, although it was the target of some sarcastic comment.
,Q������5HJLQDOG�ZURWH�WR�3RZ\V��One of the most amusing things about reading 

reviews for 0RGHUQ�5HDGLQJ�>�@ is that John Cowper Powys was on one hand praised 
for contributing an eminently sane and balanced interpretation of Joyce, and on the 
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other treated as a mild lunatic! The enclosed may tickle your sense of fun. ‘Inform 
3RZ\V«¶��ZHOO��,¶P�GRLQJ�LW��EXW�,�DGYLVH�\RX�QRW�WR�UHSO\�RU�VKH�ZLOO�EH�DIWHU�\RX�
with a broomstick.

To which Powys replied:
Goodness but what a terrifying Druidess of Mon! this is indeed a treasure. I 
shall keep it (but NOT as you advise reply to it��
I am not sure of the identity of this woman with a broomstick, but it may well 

KDYH�EHHQ�(WKHO�0DQQLQ��ZKR�DW�WKDW�WLPH�ZDV�¿ULQJ�RII�SRVWFDUGV�LQ�HYHU\�GLUHFWLRQ��
3RZ\V�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�>Finnegan’s@�GLI¿FXOW\�OD\�LQ�LWV�erudite allusion plus such 

a reservoir of colloquialisms and slang as has never before been tapped, plus a 
ZKROHVDOH� DQDJUDPPDWL]DWLRQ� RI� RXU� ODQJXDJH«D� FRPSOHWHO\� QHZ� V\VWHP� RI�
imaginative and symbolic punning.�,W�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�VXPPHG�XS�DV�D�JURVV�H[SORVLRQ�
of unbridled mirth at the absurdities and tragicomedies of mankind.
$OWKRXJK�KH�KDG�HQMR\HG�ZULWLQJ�ZKDW�ZDV�WR�KLP�D�µSRW�ERLOHU¶��KH�EDXONHG�DW�

DQRWKHU�VXJJHVWLRQ�RI�5HJLQDOG¶V�WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�DWWHPSW�D�3RVWVFULSW�WR�KLV�QRYHOV��
His alarmed reply ran to twelve pages.

All his letters were written in a clear, slanting hand on blue copy paper folded 
in half and, mercifully, numbered. He used a bright blue ink and nibs of varying 
WKLFNQHVV� DQG� KLV� VHQWHQFHV�� KHDYLO\� XQGHUOLQHG�� ZLWK� GDVKHV� DQG� H[FODPDWLRQ�
marks, ran across the pages and around the margins like a choppy sea. It is is as if 
he is conversing on paper: ideas igniting one another, a deluge of non-sequiturs. He 
admitted that reading them must be like decoding the Rosetta Stone. Afterthoughts 
were scrawled on the back of envelopes.
+LV����SDJH�OHWWHU�LV�WRR�ORQJ�WR�TXRWH�LQ�LWV�HQWLUHW\��EXW�H[WUDFWV�ZLOO�JLYH�DQ�LGHD�

of his deep unease.
,�DP�D�WUHPHQGRXV�HJRLVW�DQG�D�WHUUL¿F�VHQVDWLRQ�PRQJHU��EXW�,¶YH�JRW�±�\RX�
PLJKW�VD\�,¶P�DIÀLFWHG�±�IRU�LW¶V�D�UHDO�QHXURVLV�±�ZLWK�D�WDERR�RU�LQKLELWLRQ���
,�P\VHOI�KDYH�FKULVWHQHG�LW�E\�WKH�WHUP�µDQWL�QDUFLVVLVP¶��DJDLQVW� WXUQLQJ�P\�
thoughts or attention on myself as a personality. Now this mania is so strong 
that I never open any printed book of mine! Once ‘out’ of print – and I feel 
WRZDUGV�LW�DV�,�GR�WR�ROG�OHWWHUV�RI�PLQH�±�D�NLQG�RI�QHUYRXV�DYHUVLRQ«RQ�WKH�
RWKHU�KDQG�,�DGRUH��DOPRVW�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�H[KLELWLRQLVP��GHVFULELQJ�LQ�GHWDLO�
particular sensations whether sexual, aesthetic, religious, neurotic, normal or 
DEQRUPDO�WKDW�KDYH�WKULOOHG�PH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�WRGD\�WRR«
:KDW�,�DP�SDUWLFXODUO\�µIRUELGGHQ¶�WR�GZHOO�XSRQ�LV�P\�ZRUN«�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�
sort of thing? What did you intend in this?....What was this a symbol of?�µ
+H�VXJJHVWV�ZULWLQJ�D�SLHFH�DERXW�KLV�LGHDO�QRYHO��WRQJXH�LQ�FKHHN��RI�FRXUVH��IRU�

WKLV�QHYHU�PDWHULDOLVHG��
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I would like to indicate where in my view, 'RQ� 4XL[RWH, Rabelais, Sterne, 
Balzac, Dostoevsky, Scott, Dickens, Jane Austen and Emily Bronte deplorably 
fail -- where in fact there are dreadful blotches, blots, spillings, and blurs, upon 
the orbs of these luminaries!

*
Powys believed that every work of art is a purgation of the artist from something 
poisonous in himself: the really great things in writers of genius, he wrote, that will 
LQÀXHQFH� SRVWHULW\� DUH� QRW� WKRVH�ZKLFK� DUH� SUHPHGLWDWHG� DQG� LQWHQGHG�� EXW� WKRVH�
which rise up from the depths of the writer’s unique soul and are suffused throughout 
his work. This quality he found in James Hanley. In a Preface to Men in Darkness, an 
HDUO\�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�¿YH�ORQJ�VWRULHV��3RZ\V�ZURWH, He has gone down to the sea-banks 
of submerged humanity, has raked remorselessly and emerged with his salvage.
,W� LV� VRPHKRZ�VLJQL¿FDQW� WKDW�3RZ\V�DQG�+DQOH\�ZHUH�ERWK�DGPLWWHG�DV�%DUGV�

to the Welsh Gorsedd�>�@, a  high honour, at the same time. Each delighted in the 
JURWHVTXH�� PLVFKLHYRXVO\� GLVWRUWLQJ� HYHU\GD\� LQFLGHQWV�� LQÀDWLQJ� DQHFGRWHV� LQWR�
something gnomic. For instance, James took enormous pleasure in writing What 
Farrar Saw±�D�IDQWDV\�RI�D�QRYHO� LQVSLUHG�E\� WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�HQGOHVV� WUDI¿F� MDPV�
when everyone dug out his car again as petrol became more plentiful after the war. It 
was a holiday for him after the intensity of No Directions, followed by Sailor’s Song 
ZKLFK�WHOOV�LQ�D�SURVH�WKDW�VR�RIWHQ�DSSUR[LPDWHV�WR�SRHWU\�D�VDLORU¶V�ORQJ�VWUXJJOH�WR�
FRPH�WR�WHUPV�ZLWK�WKH�VHD��ZLWK�ZRPDQ��ZLWK�KLV�IHDU�RI�GHDWK���,�ZDV�WR�DGDSW�WKLV�
IRU�UDGLR�LQ�������
,�FDQ�VHH�-DPHV�QRZ��WKDW�VPDOO��QHDW��VROLG�¿JXUH�LQ�JUHHQ�VKLUW��VSRUWV�MDFNHW�DQG�

corduroys. The curiously youthful head with curly brown hair framing over his brow, 
sea blue eyes humorous and enquiring and those nervously strong hands which could 
GHDO�FDSDEO\�ZLWK�DQ\�MRE�DERXW�WKH�KRXVH��SOD\�D�&KRSLQ�HWXGH�RU�W\SH�WKH�ODVW�GUDIW�
RI�D�QRYHO��The only thing that matters, he would say, is the one you’re writing��«�

His love of simple games was shared by Powys, who in one letter refers to playing 
GXFNV�DQG�GUDNHV�ZLWK�KLP�E\�WKH�ULYHU�'HH�RQ�RQH�RI�-DPHV¶V�UDUH�YLVLWV�WR�&RUZHQ��
James won as he usually did.

Shuv-ha’penny was our chosen game. Not a weekend passed without a Hanley-
Moore battle at either their cottage or ours. We played on a genuine slate board, kept 
polished to a high degree of slipperiness with talc. Scores were meticulously kept, 
even when a mouse ran up James’s trouser leg one evening. He killed it with a swift 
hand chop and threw it outside, then carried on with the game.
5HJLQDOG�� ZKR� QHHGHG� H[HUFLVH� WR� GHIHDW� KLV� UHFXUULQJ� QHUYRXV� G\VSHSVLD� �D�

FRQGLWLRQ� KH� VKDUHG� WR� D� OHVVHU� H[WHQW� ZLWK� 3RZ\V�� VWDUWHG� D� YLOODJH� VSRUWV� FOXE�
SHUVXDGLQJ�-DPHV�WR�DFW�DV�WUHDVXUHU��ZKLOH�KH�WRRN�RQ�WKH�MRE�RI�+RQ��6HF��DV�ZHOO�DV�
opener for the cricket team… 



��

*
John Cowper Powys was rescued from writing pot-boilers again in 1944 when Cape 
published The Art of Growing Old��DQG�WKH�5R\DO�/LWHUDU\�)XQG�DZDUGHG�KLP�WZR�
JUDQWV��HQDEOLQJ�KLP�WR�¿QLVK�Rabelais�DQG�JHW�RQ�ZLWK�KLV�'DUN�$JH�URPDQFH��Porius.

But in 1945 he suggested a piece for Modern Reading which was also translated 
into Welsh for Y Cymro.

It will be entirely about the Present World Situation treated astrologically 
occultly metaphysically and historically! & the resemblance between the 
Present World Crisis or Turning Point of History and the world crisis in the 
Dark Ages nearly 2000 years ago! Yes, you can count on this article coming to 
you and will be entitled 3DLU�'DGHQL or ‘The Cauldron of Rebirth’.
This however was never published by Modern Reading as it was included in his 

FROOHFWLRQ� RI� HVVD\V� RQ�:HOVK�PDWWHUV� �.HLGU\FK� 5K\V¶V� 'UXLG� 3UHVV�� >�@� EHIRUH�
Modern Reading even went to press. That autumn Powys was taken ill with his 
old trouble, an ulcer that led to haemorrhaging and he spent a month in hospital 
LQ�:UH[KDP��:KHQ� KH� FDPH�RXW� KH� KDG� WR� OLYH� RQ� UDZ� HJJV� DQG� VSHQG� KLV� GD\V�
resting. What cured him, apparently, was drinking pure olive oil, for by the following 
summer he was taking his daily walks and working on Porius, despite the cataract 
on his right eye…
%\������ZH�KDG�PRYHG�WR�*ODQEURJDQ�+DOO��D�ODUJH�EXW�QHJOHFWHG�����\HDU�ROG�

KRXVH�DPRQJ�¿HOGV��,W�KDG�EHDXWLIXO�RDN�ÀRRUV��¿YH�DWWLFV�DQG�WKH�JKRVW�RI�D�KRXQG�
whose name, Luath, was engraved on his tombstone under a walnut tree. We were 
JODG�RI�WKH�H[WUD�VSDFH�DQG�UXQQLQJ�ZDWHU��EXW�VWLOO�KDG�WR�UHO\�RQ�RLO�ODPSV«
$SDUW�IURP�VRPH�OLYHO\�H[FKDQJHV�RQ�WKH�VKRUW�VWRU\��WKHUH�DUH�QRZ�IHZHU�OHWWHUV�

IURP�3RZ\V��5HJLQDOG� DUJXHG� WKDW� WKHUH�ZDV� URRP� IRU� WKH� ÀDVK� RI� OLJKWQLQJ� WKDW�
a good short story should be, as well as the spread-eagle novel. To which Powys 
replied:

As for me, unluckily the grand defect of my best quality is my queer mania for 
long works and real authentic incapacity to concentrate what wits I have on 
articles, sketches or short stories. It’s queer but there it is and it’s something to 
have discovered – if we’ve got to wait till our eightieth year to do it! To keep 
within our natural limitation aye! How few writers learn that, but how they 
double their pleasure in their work those who do!
The last three letters written in 1952 when he was eighty, are penned in a larger hand 

than usual, with a thicker nib, because his eyesight was failing. There is none of the 
H[FLWDELOLW\�RI�HDUOLHU�\HDUV��WKH�¿UH�LV�G\LQJ�GRZQ�±�DOWKRXJK�KH�ZLOO�JR�RQ�ZULWLQJ�IRU�
another ten. What comes across clear and strong in this correspondence is the mental 
energy of both men and Powys’s prodigious capacity and relish for work….
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7KLV� FRXUWHRXV� H[FKDQJH�RI� OHWWHUV�� WKH� VWLPXODWLQJ� UDSSRUW� EHWZHHQ�SHUFHSWLYH�
HGLWRU�DQG�HUXGLWH��FRRSHUDWLYH�ZULWHU�VHHPV�WR�PH�WR�UHÀHFW�D�JHQWOHU�DJH��RGG�DV�WKDW�
may sound.

 
Notes
1. British Literary Periodicals of World War II and aftermath, a critical history A.T. 
7ROOH\������

����$OWKRXJK�VRPH�RI�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH¶V�OHWWHUV�WR�-&3�DUH�PLVVLQJ�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�ERWK�
VLGHV�RI�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH�DQG�-&3�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHUYHG��
The original letters have been deposited in the Archives and Manuscripts collection 
RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�/LEUDU\��-&3¶V�OHWWHUV�DUH�RI�FRXUVH�DOO�KDQGZULWWHQ��5HJLQDOG�0RRUH¶V�
letters are typewritten. The correspondence begins on September 15 1942 with 
a letter from JCP accepting Moore’s commission to write an essay on Joyce, 
continues on 20 September 1942 when JCP accepts another invitation to also write 
D�ORQJ�HVVD\�RQ�'RVWRHYVN\��DQG�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�WKUHH�OHWWHUV�LQ�������7KHUH�DUH�
���OHWWHUV�IURP�-&3�WR�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH��6RPH�RI�-&3¶V�OHWWHUV�DUH�LOOXVWUDWHG�ZLWK�
his sketches and drawings.

�� %HWZHHQ������DQG������(OL]DEHWK�%HUULGJH�DQG�5HJLQDOG�0RRUH�OLYHG�DW�*HOOL�
FRWWDJH��/ODQVDQWIIUDLG±\P�0HFKDLQ�LQ�0RQWJRPHU\VKLUH��QRZ�LQ�3RZ\V��FORVH�
to the border with Shropshire and not far from Oswestry and Welshpool. In 1946 
WKH\�PRYHG�WR�*ODQEURJDQ�+DOO��WKH�ROGHVW�SDUWV�RI�ZKLFK�GDWH�EDFN�WR�F�������
in Llanfechain in Mongomeryshire. Woodrow Wyatt recalled visiting their large, 
rambling, ghost- ridden house�LQ�:DOHV�LQ�WKH�����V��Times����0DUFK�������

4. In Modern Reading��1R����������DQG�LQ�Obstinate Cymric��SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�'UXLG�
3UHVV������

5. Modern Reading� 1R���ZDV� UHYLHZHG� E\�5�'��&KDUTXHV� LQ� WKH�Times Literary 
Supplement���$XJXVW�������There is a very long and less than completely intelligible 
article, by John Cowper Powys, on Finnegans Wake.

���-&3�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�&RUZHQ�*RUVHGG�RQ����0D\������DQG�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�DV�D�
EDUG�DW� WKH�&RUZHQ�(LVWHGIRGG�RQ����$XJXVW�������,Q�D� OHWWHU�GDWHG����$XJXVW�
�����-&3�UHIHUUHG�WR�KLPVHOI�DQG�+DQOH\�DV�µIHOORZ�EDUGV¶�

�� Obstinate Cymric.
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Grace Banyard
Nature and the Novel:

a  review of John Cowper Powys: Old Earth Man by H.P. Collins (Barrie & 
Rockcliffe, 1966).  First published in The Contemporary Review, May 1966.

If a blend of Powys brothers could have been hammered and pressed like malleable 
PHWDO�� ZKDW� VWUHQJWK� DQG� EHDXW\� WKH� ¿QDO� VKDSH� PLJKW� KDYH� DFKLHYHG�� %HUWLH¶V�
plodding arrivals at unalterable opinions, gentle Littleton’s equally divided passion 
IRU�DWKOHWLFV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�DQG�QDWXUDO�KLVWRU\��/OHZHO\Q¶V�MR\�LQ�OLYLQJ�DQG�KLV�PDVWHU\�
RI� WKH� HVVD\� IRUP�� LURQLF�7KHRGRUH¶V�SHVVLPLVP�DQG�KLV�¿GHOLW\�QHYHUWKHOHVV� WR� D�
poetic conception of the world, Willie’s coming to terms with his countryman’s 
inheritance on a sheep farm in Africa, and John’s tortured fancies and inspired 
ÀLJKWV� LQ�KLV�³HOHPHQWDO´�QRYHOV�� WKHVH�ZRXOG�RQO\�EH�VRPH�RI� WKH� IDFWRUV� LQ� WKDW�
overpowering whole.
$V�LW�LV��VHSDUDWH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�ZULWHUV�DPRQJ�WKHP����ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�/LWWOHWRQ�

DQG� KLV� VHUHQH� YROXPHV� RI� DXWRELRJUDSK\� ±� FDQ� EH� H[DVSHUDWLQJ� DQG� H[KDXVWLQJ�
as well as rewarding. For Llewelyn, Theodore and the later starter, John, wrote 
FRPSXOVLYHO\�� DQG� VXUHO\� WRR�PXFK��$QG� KHUH� DQRWKHU� µLI¶� LQWUXGHV�� WKH� LQKHULWHG�
ZHDOWK� RI� WKH�5HY�� &KDUOHV� 3RZ\V� LVRODWHG� KLV� HOHYHQ� FKLOGUHQ� IURP� WKH� UHDOLWLHV�
of their Somerset village even more strongly than was usual in the nineteenth 
FHQWXU\��7KH�VRQV�IRXQG�LW�KDUG�WR�PL[�DQG�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK�D�VHW�RI�QRWLRQV�RI�ZKDW�
µWKH�RWKHU�KDOI¶�DQG��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�ORZHU�RUGHUV��ZHUH�OLNH��7KH\�DOVR�VSHQW�WRR�PXFK�
of themselves casting off their father’s evangelical puritanism, and their constant 
repudiation of what they loved left in them a want of real spirituality. If the mundane 
spur of poverty had been applied, who knows what removals of the archaic, the 
other-worldly, the verbose, and the downright tedious would have been made, to 
reveal the underlying sensitivity to evil and suffering, and to reassure their readers.

In the Life of Llewelyn Powys��0DOFROP�(OZLQ�TXRWHV�KLV�VXEMHFW��VD\LQJ�³-RKQ�
has genius, I and Theodore originality”. How far the claim for the eldest brother 
PD\�EH�DOORZHG�LV�H[SORUHG�E\�+�3��&ROOLQV��ZKR�JUDVSV�WKH�QHWWOH�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�SDJH�
of his opening chapter: “His genius for being John Cowper has always been more 
evident than his genius for any kind of writing. It is considering the oddness of 
the writings without relating it fully to the oddness of the man that has defeated 
his less sympathetic critics”. It is an admonition which will repay the reader who 
keeps it in grateful mind. The book’s subtitle, “Old Earth Man”, gives a clue to 
LWV�WUHDWPHQW��PRUH�WKDQ�D�ELRJUDSK\��YDOXDEOH�DV�WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�LW�LV�WR�¿OO�LQ�WKH�
background of a remarkable family, it supplements John’s own guide to his inner 
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OLIH�DQG�KHOSV�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�PDVRFKLVWLF�HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ORXGO\�SURFODLPHG�³IRUZDUG�
WR�1DWXUH´��SKLORVRSK\�WKDW�ZDV�PL[HG�XS�ZLWK�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI�VHOI�GHFHSWLRQ��+LV�
LQDELOLW\� WR�RZQ� WKDW� UXUDO�(QJODQG� LV�GHDG� IRU�H[DPSOH��KDV�SODJXHG�KLV�ERRNV��
and is one with his often willful interpretation of other men’s thoughts. Thus, he 
delightedly recorded that G.P. Gooch summed him up as, “lacking in all moral 
scruple”, whereas the historian now vividly remembering long congenial walks 
ZLWK� 3RZ\V� LQ� WKH� &DPEULGJH� FRXQWU\VLGH� RI� ��� \HDUV� DJR��$QG� LQFDSDEOH� RI�
scolding to this day, tells only with humorous affection how Powys, also a history 
student, incessantly and unaffectedly talked all the while of his enthusiasm for 
English literature.
1RW� WLOO������GLG� WKH� WRR� UHDG\�ÀRZ�RI�ZRUGV�FKDQQHO� LQWR� WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�KLV�

¿UVW�QRYHO��Wood and Stone, “full of ideas” and “in style the least involved” of 
his stories. Mr Collins admirably relates criticism of this book and of the massive 
works that followed to the temperament and circumstances of their begetter, to 
WKH� VDGLVWLF� VHOI�KDXQWLQJV� QR� OHVV� WKDQ� KLV� GHEW� WR� +DUG\� DQG� KLV� DI¿QLW\�ZLWK�
'�+��/DZUHQFH�� WR�KLV�XOFHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�VHQWLPHQWDO�EUDQG�RI�SROLWLFV�� WR� WKH�
destructive in him along with the creative, and to his yearnings both for anarchic 
FRPPXQLVP� DQG� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLFLVP�� 7RQH�GHDI� WR� RUGLQDU\� WDON�� KH� FRXOG� QRW�
bring his characters to life as they described themselves, and, too much like their 
author, they did not convince. Yet Mr Collins maintains persuasively that out of 
John’s communion with mother earth he must eventually emerge as “one of the 
PRVW�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�IRUPLGDEOH�¿JXUHV�RI�RXU�DJH´��QRW�DV�WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�D�VFKRRO�
but as a fertilizer of the future, so long as novels are written and read. To contain 
KLP�WLGLO\�ZDV�PDQLIHVWO\�D�GLI¿FXOW�WDVN��KRZ�IDU�LW�LV�VXFFHVVIXO�PD\�EH�JDXJHG�
by the reaction of one reader at least who is resolved to try again.                      

Chris Thomas adds:
A few days after the meeting held in Cambridge in March celebrating our 50th 
anniversary one of our members who had also attended the meeting e-mailed me 
FRSLHV�RI�DQ�H[FKDQJH�RI�OHWWHUV�EHWZHHQ�*UDFH�%DQ\DUG�DQG�+�3��&ROOLQV��7KHVH�
letters had been found tucked into a second-hand copy of Old Earth Man acquired 
IURP�D�ORFDO�ERRNVKRS��:KDW�D�OXFN\�¿QG��)RU�WKHVH�OHWWHUV�EURXJKW�EDFN�LQWR�IRFXV�
JCP’s relationship with his contemporary at Cambridge, the historian G.P. Gooch 
������������ZKRVH�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�-&3�ZH�GLVFXVVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�
the Cambridge chapter of the Autobiography.

 Grace Banyard was Gooch’s assistant at The Contemporary Review which he 
edited between 1911 and 1960. Banyard also reviewed books for The Contemporary 
Review and contributed to The Fortnightly, The Countryman, John O’London’s 
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Weekly and The Fortnightly Review. Frank Eyck consulted Banyard on her 
memories of working with Gooch at the Contemporary Review for his biography 
of Gooch published in 1982.
7KH� OHWWHU� IURP�+�3�� &ROOLQV� WR� *UDFH� %DQ\DUG� LV� GDWHG� ��� 'HFHPEHU� ������

He thanks Banyard for the sensitiveness and understanding of her review of his 
book and shares with her a sense of loss after the death of Gooch. Collins has 
interesting things to say about re-reading JCP’s books – he declares that it is easier 
to appreciate him than read him��*UDFH�%DQ\DUG� UHSOLHG� WR�&ROOLQV�RQ���0DUFK�
����� DQG� UHYHDOV� WKDW� *RRFK� ZDV� PXFK� PRUH� GHHSO\� LQÀXHQFHG� E\� -&3� ZKHQ�
they were at Cambridge than JCP says in Autobiography – I have never known 
what Gooch really thought of me…,�KDYH�D�QRWLRQ�WKDW�*RRFK�UHJDUGHG�PH«DV�
something between a fraud and a fool. As Banyard reveals,JCP was wrong about 
WKLV��6KH�VD\V�WKDW�MXVW�EHIRUH�KLV�GHDWK�*RRFK�UHFDOOHG�KLV�long walks with JCP 
>DW�&DPEULGJH@�talking all the time on every subject and particularly on the books 
Powys was going to write. 

Chris Thomas
A note on H.P. Collins

+DUROG�3RXOWRQ�&ROOLQV�������������LV�SUREDEO\�PRVW�IDPLOLDU�WR�UHDGHUV�RI�-&3�
as the author of an early complete survey of John Cowper Powys’s life and work – 
JCP: Old Earth Man��¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�8.�LQ������DQG�LQ�WKH�86$�LQ�������,W�
is still well worth reading today. A review of the book by Grace Banyard, published 
in the Contemporary Review in 1966 is reprinted above. Belinda Humfrey, editor 
of The Powys Review, was personally acquainted with H.P. Collins and secured 
several contributions from him for the Review�� LQ�1R����� ���������� �D� UHYLHZ�
RI�'DQ�)DUVRQ¶V�ERRN�DERXW�+HQU\�:LOOLDPVRQ��Henry: An Appreciation���DQG�LQ�
1R����������������D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�OHWWHUV�RI�-RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ�0XUU\�WR�.DWKHULQH�
0DQV¿HOG���DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�Essays on John Cowper Powys��������DQG�
Recollections of the Powys Brothers� �������� +LV� HVVD\� LQ�Recollections covers 
PHPRULHV�RI�KRZ�KH�¿UVW�PHW�/OHZHO\Q�LQ������DW�WKH�KRXVH�RI�/RXLV�:LONLQVRQ��,W�
was unfortunate that ill health prevented H.P. Collins from presenting a talk at the 
3RZ\V�&HQWHQDU\�FRQIHUHQFH�DW�&KXUFKLOO�FROOHJH��&DPEULGJH�� LQ�������%HOLQGD�
Humfrey composed the obituary for H.P. Collins which was published in The 
Powys Review No.18, 1986.
+�3�� &ROOLQV� DFKLHYHG� FHOHEULW\� LQ� WKH� ����V� DQG� ����V� DV� D� WUDQVODWRU� �The 

Pensées and Letters of Joseph Joubert��������DQG�DV�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�ERRN�UHYLHZHU�



��

and accomplished literary editor. In the 1950s he was a regular reviewer for The 
Contemporary Review. He was the literary editor of Middleton Murry’s Adelphi 
PDJD]LQH� �ZKLFK� SXEOLVKHG� -&3¶V� HVVD\� RQ� 'RURWK\� 5LFKDUGVRQ�� -XQH� ������
and contributed many articles and reviews to T.S. Eliot’s Criterion��VXFK�DV�DQ�
article on The Classical Principle in Poetry and a review of Virginia Woolf’s The 
Common Reader� LQ��������+�3��&ROOLQV�ZDV�DOVR� WKH�DXWKRU�RI�Modern Poetry 
�������ZKLFK�ZDV�PXFK�SUDLVHG�IRU�LWV�VXUYH\�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WUHQGV��$�UHYLHZ�
of this book in Poetry declared that Mr Collins is a brave and fastidious critic; 
EXW� VRPH� FULWLFV� ODPHQWHG� KLV� IDLOXUH� WR� H[DPLQH� WKH�ZRUN� RI� 6DFKHYHUHOO� DQG�
(GLWK�6LWZHOO��7�6��(OLRW�DQG�5REHUW�*UDYHV���,Q�LWV�FRQVSHFWXV�RI�FXUUHQW�WUHQGV�
in literature and the role of literary criticism the book was an advance over 
+DUROG�0RQUR¶V�HDUOLHU�VXUYH\�RI�WKH�¿HOG�LQ�Some Contemporary Poets���������
Modern Poetry still holds an important place among Middleton Murry’s Aspects 
of Literature��������DQG�(OLRW¶V�The Sacred Wood���������A Survey of Modernist 
Poetry�E\�/DXUD�5LGLQJ�DQG�5REHUW�*UDYHV��������DQG�New Bearings in English 
Poetry�E\�)�5��/HDYLV���������
,Q������+�3��&ROOLQV�UHYLHZHG�WKH�VHFRQG�YROXPH�RI�(GJHOO�5LFNZRUG¶V�DQWKRORJ\�

of criticism, Scrutinies�±�D�YROXPH�ZLWK�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�/HDYLV¶V�SHULRGLFDO�
Scrutiny� ZKLFK� ZDV� ¿UVW� SXEOLVKHG� LQ� ������ 5LFNZRUG¶V� Scrutinies reprinted 
articles from his other publication The Calendar of Modern Letters��WR�ZKLFK�7)3�
FRQWULEXWHG�VKRUW�VWRULHV�� >�@�/DWHU��LQ�2FWREHU�������+��3��&ROOLQV�ZRXOG�SXEOLVK�D�
UHYLHZ�RI�+DUU\�&RRPEHV¶�ERRN�RQ�7)3��������LQ�Essays in Criticism, saying that 
Mr Coombes is a critic extremely sensitive to the humour and of Theodore Powys 
and concluding Modern in awareness, Theodore is scarcely modern in culture. JCP 
read the review, which he liked and said he thought the writing of H.P. Collins had 
power and quality.

T.S. Eliot had a high opinion of Collins as a critic, praised his essay on the 
criticism of Coleridge which appeared in the Criterion�LQ�-DQXDU\�������DQG�ZURWH�
a review of Modern Poetry for the Adelphi although this was not published. Eliot 
also produced at least two testimonials for H.P Collins recommending him for a 
teaching post or as an editor. 

On 6 September 1946 Eliot wrote: I have always regarded him as a very sound 
and reliable reviewer and critic with a wide knowledge of English literature and 
YDULHG�LQWHUHVWV«SDUW�RI�WKH�YDOXH�RI�0U�&ROOLQV¶V�OLWHUDU\�FULWLFLVP�ZDV�GHULYHG�
from his interest in and knowledge of political and social history�>�@��DQG�RQ����
-DQXDU\� ������Mr H.P. Collins was for some years a valued contributor to the 
&ULWHULRQ«>KH@�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�KHOSIXO�LQ�UHYLHZLQJ�ERRNV��,�DOZD\V�KDG�WKH�PRVW�
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VDWLVIDFWRU\�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�KLP«,�WKLQN�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�HI¿FLHQW�DOVR�LQ�RWKHU�
kinds of editorial assistance�>�@��

Notes
���)�5��/HDYLV�FDOOHG�WKH�&DOHQGDU�that uniquely intelligent review which, from 1925-
������ZDV«WKH�FULWLFDO�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�\RXQJHU�DGXOW�JHQHUDWLRQV.

Leavis seriously engaged with TFP’s writing during this period which he 
greatly admired, referring to his work in New Bearings in English Poetry and 
The Great Tradition. He hoped to review Unclay for the Criterion but Eliot failed 
to commission anything. Leavis did however write about Kindness in a Corner 
for the Cambridge Review����0D\��������/HDYLV�DOVR�UHYLHZHG�5�+��:DUG¶V�The 
Powys Brothers in Scrutiny��'HFHPEHU��������

���)RRWQRWH� WR�D� OHWWHU�GDWHG����-DQXDU\�������TXRWHG�LQ�The Letters of T.S. Eliot, 
9RO���������������HGLWHG�E\�9DOHULH�(OLRW�DQG�-RKQ�+DIIHQGHQ�������

���)RRWQRWH�WR�D�OHWWHU�GDWHG����$SULO�������TXRWHG�LQ�The Letters of T.S. Eliot, Vol.5, 
�����������HGLWHG�E\�0DWWKHZ�+ROOLV������

H.P. Collins
The Largeness of Powys

First published in 7KH�&RQWHPSRUDU\�5HYLHZ, October 1962

Among his mountain fortresses in his adopted land of Wales the oldest of the 
strange brood of Powys is celebrating his 90th birthday. The University of Wales is 
complimenting him – none too soon – with an honorary degree. The sculptor Jonah 
Jones has given a word picture of him in old age: 

John, now full of years, rests his long limbs on a sofa across the upper window of 
his tiny quarryman’s cottage. His head lies back on the cushion, the silver locks 
still curling in Powysian splendour over the vast cranium. The brow is socratic, 
deeply furrowed, but untroubled. The eyes, deep set are piercing and benign. It 
is with the nose, hawk like, the nostrils, wide-winged, that the Powysian spirit 
begins. Then comes the great upper lip, cruel, ready to boom. This is John. The 
mouth is built for rhetoric, his greatest love. The whole effect of the head is of 
the falcon , of Horus, the hawk god, belying the underlying tenderness of the 
John who prays daily, for the delivery of animals from the agony of vivisection.
If this is dramatic, it is no more so than John Cowper himself, whose whim has 

ever been to display himself to the world as an actor; often in a semi-tragic role, 
sometimes as an avowed buffoon.
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There is of course a long-established Powys legend. Very well as long as it is 
the right sort of legend, but we must beware of what, in a recent Spectator, Mr 
Bernard Bergonzi good-humouredly called “powysology”; for the word has dubious 
implications. There is a clan quality about the Powys which makes them far more 
unlike the rest of the world than they are unlike one another. None the less they 
are very dissimilar – the two outstanding brothers as sharply as any. Theodore’s 
devotees are rarely the enthusiasts for JCP.  Broadly, we might say, John Cowper is 
Homeric where TF is biblical. John was once hailed near his home by some vinous 
soldiers as “the Old Man of the Mountains”. In a real sense he is; while Theodore 
is of the lowland valleys. Such a metaphor is needed to distinguish the Quietest, 
VFHSWLFDO�� OLIH�UHMHFWLQJ� DUW� RI�Mr Weston’s Good Wine from the positive, upward 
VWULYLQJ� DI¿UPDWLRQ� RI� KLV� LQDUWLVWLF� EURWKHU�� WKH� 3DXOLQH� DQDUFKLVW�� WKH� HORTXHQW��
HUXGLWH�VHQVDWLRQLVW�ZLWK�KLV�HDUWK\�SKLORVRSK\�RI�³HQMR\�GHI\�IRUJHW´��

Both are essential countrymen; both defy their own era and are generally 
timeless. It is easy to see why they are our last rural novelists. The last countrymen 
of original genius, they matured in the latter years of Hardy, to whom they both 
owe much. Our rural novel, so vital in its centrality, its clear outlines, directness, 
its truth to Nature, was by the 1920s almost swamped by urban values and town-
FHQWUHG�LQWHOOHFWXDOLW\��-&�DQG�7KHRGRUH�3RZ\V��ERWK�HFFHQWULFV��OHQW�LW�QHZ�YLWDOLW\��
Theodore by the strange integrity of his religion à rebours, JC through hi saturation 
with the spirit of empirical psychology. Yet even more than any of his forerunners 
LV�-&�D�PDQ�RI�WKH�HDUWK��+H�LV�DQ�H[LOH��EDQLVKHG�E\�KLV�RZQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOLW\�DQG�
the morbid intensity of his questing conscience, from the soil. He who calls 
Hardy a townsman! He has achieved depths hitherto unplumbed because he is 
WKH�¿UVW�LPSHQLWHQW�FRXQWU\PDQ�WR�GHOYH�SV\FKRORJLFDOO\�LQWR�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�PLQGV�
�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�KLPVHOI���DQG�WKH�RQH�LQWXLWLYH�SV\FKRORJLVW�FUHDWLYHO\�DZDUH�RI�
the elemental, the animist, the occult forces that his autobiography is, that elude a 
merely social culture.

Because his rapt earnestness has always overriden art, his massive novels are 
suspect for their formlessness; and it is not surprising that his autobiography is 
KLV� RQH� XQTXHVWLRQHG� PDVWHUSLHFH�� ,QVLVWHQWO\� UHFDOOLQJ� 5RXVVHDX�� LW� KDV� IHZ�� LI�
any, superiors in English. Alas, its very candour and thoroughness seem to have 
IULJKWHQHG�RII�UHDGHUV��+H�WRXFKHV�1HZPDQ¶V�$SRORJ\�DW�RQH�H[WUHPH�DQG�3HS\V¶V�
'LDU\�DW� WKH�RWKHU��%HQHDWK� WKH� ORYDEOH�DQG�DOPRVW�GH¿DQWO\� FKLOGOLNH�SHUVRQDOLW\�
there is a resolve to accept and proclaim nothing that is not proved upon the pulses; 
QRWKLQJ�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�ULQJ�WUXH�WR�D�ZHOO�VHDVRQHG�LQWHOOHFW�DQG�DQ�DOPRVW�'LFNHQVLDQ�
alertness for the absurd.
-RKQ� &RZSHU� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� 'HUE\VKLUH�� EXW� KLV� IDWKHU�� WKH� ZHOO� WR� GR� VLPSOH�

clergyman, soon migrated to Montacute in Somerset, via Weymouth the scene of 
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some of his best natural descriptions and the true hero of Jobber Skald. His mother 
was one “in love with that side of the moon which turns itself away from the earth” 
and the proud robust humility he inherited from his father is tempered by another 
kind of humility that is not far removed from a sense of oppression. His temperament 
is genial yet introversive. From his conscious oddities and his sense of guilt he 
suffered much in early life; and in his teens, the wisest fool of Sherborne School was 
EXOOLHG��:LWK�D�3DUWKLDQ�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�KLV�WRUPHQWRUV��KH�ÀHG�IURP�VFKRRO�DQG�GXO\�
entered the family college, Corpus Christi, Cambridge, where in his rooms thirteen 
years later his more Pagan brother Llewelyn found, rudely carved on a beam, the 
words “Pray for the soul of John Cowper Powys”.

Little moved by academic Cambridge, but much by its society and its countryside 
he took a second class in history in 1894 and embarked on the literary career which 
led, very slowly, to his reluctant recognition as the most fundamental creative force 
DIWHU�'�+��/DZUHQFH�DQG�WR�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�RI�A Glastonbury Romance as, in 
Prof. Wilson Knight’s words “perhaps the greatest work of our generation”.
+H� WDXJKW� OLWHUDWXUH� HORTXHQWO\� LQ� JLUOV¶V� VFKRROV� DQG� XQWLO� WKH� ¿UVW� ZDU� ZDV�

outwardly little but a popular lecturer, a talker and a sensitively imitative writer of 
lyrics. He suffered vilely from gastric ulcers – and from his own morbid inhibitions 
– but drew delighted audiences among the shoulder chipped, the socially depressed, 
WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ�ULGGHQ�DQG� �DERYH�DOO�� WKH�-HZV�RI� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�� WR�ZKRP�KH�
H[SRXQGHG�'RVWRHYVN\�DQG�:KLWPDQ�ZLWK�WKH�SDVVLRQ�±�DQG�WKH�PDQQHULVPV�±�RI�
D� ¿HOG� SUHDFKHU�� +H� JDLQHG� OLWWOH� DFDGHPLF� UHFRJQLWLRQ�� ZDV� DPXVLQJO\� VDWLULVHG�
by his FRQIUqUH� Louis Wilkinson, made a useful income and incubated his early 
QRYHOV� RI� VRFLDOLVP� DQG� H[SORUDWRU\� SV\FKRORJ\�� ,Q� ����� DQG� ����� KH� SXEOLVKHG�
two volumes of criticism remarkable for their range and diversity and a certain 
SHUVXDVLYH�SRZHU�RI�H[SRVLWLRQ��+H�DOZD\V�KDG�ZKDW�-RXEHUW�FDOOHG�l’âme et l’esprit 
hospitaliers��7KH�KRQHVW\�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[WUHPH�ÀXLGLW\�RI�KLV�PLQG�VKRZHG�FOHDUO\�
in his earliest novels, Wood and Stone, Rodmoor and Ducdame. These found quite 
a a few discriminating champions, but novel readers in general had not yet enough 
psychology or concentration for such fare; while the avant garde were deterred by 
his grave reverence for Nature and his emerging repudiation of the twentieth century 
in its material bearings.

His genius for being John Cowper Powys is probably greater than his genius for 
writing novels. He does not so much advance the novel as refound it lower down. 
Wolf Solent�ZULWWHQ�ZKLOH�VWLOO�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH��coelum non animum mutat��ZDV�
published in England in 1929 and won, if not wide acclamation, a discriminating 
UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�LGHDOLVWLF�TXDOLW\��+LV�¿UVW�PDMRU�ZRUN��VRPH�¿QG�LW�KLV�
best novel. To call Wolf, as some have, a modern Hamlet is misleading, but one could 
envisage a modern genius with patience, sincerity and psychological awareness of 



��

GUDZLQJ�D�PDQ��DOEHLW�KLPVHOI��PRUH�GHHSO\�VHOI��NQRZLQJ�WKDQ�6KDNHVSHDUH¶V�JODVV�
and mould.

Side by side with his novels John Cowper issued a long series of gracefully 
written essays, propounding his sensationism as a modus vivendi� LQ�D�GLI¿FXOW�
ZRUOG�� 7KH\� VKRZ� D� FKHHUIXO� DGDSWDELOLW\�� D� \HDUQLQJ� IRU� VRFLDO� MXVWLFH� DQG�
tolerance and a remarkable understanding of feminine character. Penetrating 
ERRNV�RQ�'RVWRHYVN\�DQG�5DEHODLV�ERUH�HYHQ�OLYHOLHU�ZLWQHVV�WR�KLV�V\PSDWKHWLF�
humanity – and to his amazing faculty for allusion.
%HIRUH�KLV�¿QDO� UHWXUQ�IURP�WKH�86$�KH�ZURWH�A Glastonbury Romance and 

the Autobiography. Unwieldly Leviathan though it is and constantly though it 
affronts probability and form, the Romance�LV�D�GHHSHQLQJ�RI�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFH��
,W�H[SORUHV�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�DQG�LQVWLQFW�ZLWK�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�LQWHQVLW\��7KH�VWUXJJOH�
for the soul of Merlin’s Glastonbury between the vulgarian Christ “Bloody 
Johnnie” Geard and the forces of materialism with all the sensory, naturalistic 
DQG�DPDWRU\�H[SHULHQFH�LW�LQFOXGHV��LV�XQIRUJHWWDEO\�GHVFULEHG�
%\������-RKQ�&RZSHU�ZDV�UHLQVWDOOHG�LQ�:HVVH[��LVVXLQJ�Jobber Skald, a story 

broadly parallel to Wolf Solent, less satisfyingly constructed but with natural 
GHVFULSWLRQV�UHFDOOLQJ��ZLWK�KRZ�JUHDW�D�GLIIHUHQFH���+DUG\��Maiden Castle, not 
TXLWH�VR�JRRG��VWUHVVHG�WKH�LQWHQVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ORYH�RI�DQWLTXLW\�
DQG�KRPHO\��XQFKDQJLQJ�WKLQJV��,Q������KH�ORQJLQJO\�PLJUDWHG�WR�:DOHV��WR�VWHHS�
himself in the recondite, dreamlike, purposive but slow moving historical novels, 
Owen Glendower and Porius�� 6RPH� ¿QG� WKDW� KLV�PRVW� HQWKUDOOLQJ� DVSHFW�� EXW�
PRVW�RI�XV�PDUYHO�DW�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�ZKLOH�HQMR\LQJ�LW�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�UHVHUYDWLRQV�

Prophetically of the future, John Cowper is by no means of the past. All 
through the 1950s he has produced stories, fantasies and essays, including The 
Brazen Head� �DERXW� 5RJHU� %DFRQ� DQG� %RQDYHQWXUD���Homer and the Aether 
DQG� VHYHUDO� ³PRUDO� VFLHQFH�¿FWLRQV´��+LV� OHWWHUV� WR�/RXLV�:LONLQVRQ�� FROOHFWHG�
and most ably edited over a quarter of a century by this oldest friend, are a 
heart-warming sequel to the Autobiography. One needs to know a little of the 
writer’s mind before fully embracing them, but once the idiom and the humour 
DUH�IDPLOLDU��WKH\�DUH�D�MR\��WKH�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�LV�HYHQ�PRUH�déboutonné than was 
the self-chronicler.

In the sunset of life he appears serener than ever before, though he has 
HQGXUHG�KHDY\�EHUHDYHPHQW�DQG�LV�DIÀLFWHG�ZLWK�PXFK�RI�KLV�ROG�LQWHUQDO�WURXEOH��
RFFDVLRQDO� ¿WV� DQG� SDUWLDO� EOLQGQHVV�� 7KH� LQVDWLDEOH� UHDGHU� VWLOO� KXQJHUV� IRU�
NQRZOHGJH��%XW�LW�PD\�EH�DW�OHDVW�D�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�WR�KLP��DV�LW�LV�D�JUDWL¿FDWLRQ�WR�
others, that he has achieved and conveyed an unprecedented knowledge of one 
VXEMHFW��D�ZULWHU¶V�VHOI�
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H.P.Collins
All of Life is Here

A review of  The Saturnian Quest: A chart of the prose works of John Cowper 
Powys by G.Wilson Knight�� Methuen, 1964����First published in The Times 

Literary Supplement, 15 April 1965. 

John Cowper Powys “wanted art who never wanted force”. His wilful formlessness 
DQG�LQJUDLQHG�LQFRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�HYHU\GD\�SHRSOH�KDYH�SURYLGHG�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�
WUDJHGLHV�RI�UHFHQW�OLWHUDWXUH��([FHSW�LQ�PLQRU�ZULWLQJV��KLV�ÀXHQW�YHUVHV�DQG�VRPH�
dazzling critical essays, he is not merely formless but reckless of all verisimilitude. 
+LV� XQLYHUVH� LV� RQH� YDVW� SURMHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� 3RZ\V� LGLRV\QFUDV\��<HW� DOO� WKLV� LV� QR�
H[FXVH� IRU� XQGHUHVWLPDWLQJ� KLP�� KLV� LQWHJULW\� DQG� KLV� VFRSH� DQG� WKH� VWUHQJWK� RI�
his imagination group him with the greatest of his contemporaries. Apart from his 
PDVWHUO\�DXWRELRJUDSK\�KLV�VHULRXV�IDPH�LV�OLNHO\�WR�UHVW�RQ�KLV�ÀXLG�³QRYHOV´��7KHVH�
QRYHOV�DUH�XQSRSXODU��QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GHI\�PRGHUQLW\��H[FHSW�LQ�SV\FKRORJ\��
but also since they constantly fail in dramatic verisimilitude without qualifying as 
IDVKLRQDEO\�V\PEROLVW��DQG�VLQFH� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQDO�PRGH�RI�QDUUDWLYH�FRQÀLFWV�ZLWK�
WKHLU� UHMHFWLRQ�RI�FRQYHQWLRQDO�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�SHRSOH�DUH� OLNH��$W�D� WLPH�
when man in his relation to man is almost the sole preocculation of art he has tackled 
man in is relation to the elemental with an unfamiliar psychological intensity. He 
has found a generous, if a shade over-devout, champion in Professor Wilson Knight.
,I�3URIHVVRU�.QLJKW�LV�QHYHU�TXLWH�VR�IHOLFLWRXV�±�EHFDXVH�PRUH�VXEMHFWLYH���ZLWK�

OHVVHU�ZULWHUV��DV�ZLWK�6KDNHVSHDUH��ZH�QHYHU�ORVH�VLJKW�RI�KLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�JLIW�
IRU� GHOYLQJ� WR� WKH� KHDUW� RI� KLV� VXEMHFWV� DQG� WKH� DFXWH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�ZKLFK�
he interprets them. Others may publicise John Cowper Powys more attractively; 
nobody could better probe the depths of what may be called Cowperism. It is 
SRVVLEOH� ZLWK� KLV� HQWKXVLDVWLF� FRQFHUQ� IRU� RFFXOW� DQG� EL� VH[XDO� H[SHULHQFH� LQ�
literature Professor Wilson Knight is coming to care less for literature  as literature,  
and in his deeply felt interpretations of the novels he sometimes  ceases to see 
them as novels, still less distinguishes between the good and the bas as such. “A 
Glastonbury Romance is less a book than a Bible”, he remarks at one point: and 
WKRXJK�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�3RZ\V¶V�KXPRXUV��KH�JLYHV�XV�D�PDMRU�SURSKHW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
an all too fallible eccentric. Since he is so well aware that Powys’s humours call 
DW�WKH�PRPHQW�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKDQ�DQ�H[SRVLWLRQ�E\�WKH�HVRWHULF�
for the initiate, it is all the more a pity that he matches his very real penetration 
ZLWK�DQ�H[DFWLQJ�DQG�HYHQ�DQ�RSDTXH�VW\OH��+H�FDQ�FRQFOXGH�D�SRLQWHG�HTXDWLRQ�DQG�
FRQWUDVW�RI�3RZ\V�ZLWK�'�+��/DZUHQFH�E\�VXFK�D�SDVVDJH�DV�

After centuries of mythological, religious, and literary enquiry, Powys, without 
any dilution of virility and with deep respect maintained to the great Phallic 
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JLDQW�QHDU�&HUQH�$EEDV��,9������������KDV�WKURXJK�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�KLV�³PDVFXOLQH�
IHPLQLQH�LQWHOOLJHQFH´��;,�������EURXJKW� WKH� �³SV\FKLF�VHQVXRXV�7DR�ERUQ�RI�
that “marriage of Psyche and Eros” for which “so many mystics have groped” 
�9,,,�������WR�IXOO�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�VRPH�³*ROGHQ�$JH´��9,,,�������ZLWKLQ�WKH�
ELVH[XDO�DQG�³6DWXUQLDQ´�GLPHQVLRQ��9,�������
If John Cowper Powys is the most poetical of our important novelists since Hardy, 

ZKDW�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�KLP��DV�D�PDQ�LV�WKH�FXOWLYDWHG�EUHDGWK�RI�KLV�KXPDQLW\��H[WHQGLQJ�
LQWR�DQ�XQH[DPSOHG�V\PSDWK\�ZLWK�DOO�OLIH�RU�VXE�OLIH�RI�DQLPLVP��LI�WKH�WHUP�PXVW�EH�
used. He particularly challenges this over sophisticated and urbanised age because 
KH�UHMHFWV�WKH�XUEDQ�ZKLOH�DOORZLQJ�QR�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�HVFDSH�KLP��)RU�DOO�KLV�TXLUNV�
he is instinctively devoted to truth; he is not afraid of appearing childish while he 
proclaims that that the child is not merely father to the man but is the greatest and 
PRVW�QHJOHFWHG�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�PDQ���6WLOO�PRUH��LW�PD\�EH�LQWHUSRODWHG��LQ�WKH�ZRPDQ��

So The Saturnian Quest is welcome, daunted though some may be by its over-
stressed and -sought discoveries – what it may be asked are “Powys’s Platonic 
DI¿QLWLHV´�� RU� WKH� ³ELVH[XDO� SRLQWLQJ´� RI� WKH� GHOLJKWIXO�:L]]LH� ±� DV� GHOLJKWIXO� WR�
Professor Knight as to the rest of us – in Maiden Castle?   In short though the 
H[SRQHQW�LV�TXLWH�RIWHQ�ULJKW�DERXW�WKH�QRYHOV��KH�LPSRUWV�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI�KLPVHOI��DQG�
he can equate some very slight stories with, say, a Wolf Solent because equally they 
FRQWDLQ�LGHDV�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�¿WWHG�LQWR�D�VRPHZKDW�DPRUSKRXV�SKLORVRSK\�

George Steiner
Champion for a Welsh Titan

A review of The Saturnian Quest by G Wilson Knight �Methuen, 1964�
First published in The Sunday Times, 14 March 1965

:KHQ�DERXW�¿IWHHQ� ,� FDPH�DFURVV�D� VHFRQG�KDQG�FRS\�RI�Wolf Solent in a New 
York book store. After that I read everything I could of John Cowper Powys’s 
voluminous work. I am convinced that Powys is one of the great novelists of the 
(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH��PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��PRUH�WDOHQWHG�WKDQ�'�+��/DZUHQFH���WKDW�
Wolf Solent, Jobber Skald and  A Glastonbury Romance are the only English prose 
¿FWLRQ� WKDW� FKDOOHQJHV�7ROVWR\�� ,� DP� HTXDOO\� FHUWDLQ� WKDW�Owen Glendower and 
Porius come nearer to an imaginative realisation of the past than anything we have 
since Shakespeare’s history plays, and that the Autobiography has few equals. Ten 
years ago such assertions seemed ludicrously eccentric. Today with Wolf Solent 
on the railway stalls as a Penguin “twentieth century classic” and studies and 
translations of Powys underway in Europe and the United States, the case looks 
less implausible.
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If so, part of the credit belongs to G.Wilson Knight. He has long been a champion 
RI�3RZ\V¶V�ZRUN��EULQJLQJ�WR�WKH�FDXVH�WKDW�¿QH�XUJHQF\�RI�DUJXPHQW��WKDW�GHOLJKW�
in critical commitment which he has lavished on Shakespeare, Wordsworth and 
%\URQ��,W�LV�DSSURSULDWH��WKHUHIRUH��WKDW�WKLV�¿UVW�DWWHPSW�DW�D�WRWDO�YLHZ�RI�3RZ\V¶V�
DFKLHYHPHQW��IROORZLQJ�RQ�3RZ\V¶V�GHDWK�LQ�������VKRXOG�EH�E\�:LOVRQ�.QLJKW�

It is his especial gift as a critic to penetrate that which he is writing about by 
a process of almost unconscious imitation. A passionate actor and reciter, Wilson 
Knight mimes his authors. Thus The Saturnian Quest is very much a book in the 
Powys manner: abrupt, lyric, hermetic. It goes straight to the core of those psychic 
illuminations, erotic energies and philosophic metaphors which, as Wilson Knight 
rightly insists, are active in everything Powys wrote. The fact that Wilson Knight is 
himself is in sympathy with Powys’s mysticism, with his Nietzschean vitalism and 
RFFXOW�FRQMHFWXUHV��JLYHV�KLV�H[SRVLWLRQ�]HVW�DQG�DXWKRULW\�

Undoubtedly these matters are central to Powys, and the reader who is already 
VWHHSHG�LQ�WKH�3RZ\V�ZRUOG�ZLOO�¿QG�LQ�:LOVRQ�.QLJKW�D�EULOOLDQW�FRPSDQLRQ��:KDW�
is needed now is a general preface to Powys, the master of narrative, natural setting 
and character in whom Angus Wilson has found a power of invention and humour 
IXOO\�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�'LFNHQV¶V��VHWWLQJ�RXW�WKH�PDLQ�IDFWV�RI�KLV�OLIH��VR�IDU�DV�WKH\�
DUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUN��DQG�SODFLQJ�WKH�PDMRU�QRYHOV�LQ�WKHLU�
(QJOLVK�DQG�(XURSHDQ�FRQWH[W��

Such a preface will guide the new reader from the classic directness of  Wolf Solent 
through Jobber Skald��QRZ�UHLVVXHG�DV�Weymouth Sands��WR�WKH�IDQWDVWLF�UHDOLVP�DQG�
social comedy of  A Glastonbury Romance. It will help him see in Porius the uncanny 
blend of character analysis, almost Proustian in its delicacy, with poetic myth. In 
Powys, as in Tolstoy, , an idiosyncratic, often obscure and amateurish philosophy 
lies near the vital centre of poetic genius; but it is by that genius, and the delight it 
gives, that the work stands.

Colin Wilson
John Cowper Powys’s private world

an overview by Chris Thomas
A reading of Colin Wilson’s review of The Saturnian Quest, a study of JCP’s 
prose works, by G Wilson Knight, �second edition, Harvester Press, �����

The review of Wilson Knight’s The Saturnian Quest�E\�&ROLQ�:LOVRQ��DXWKRU�
of The Outsider�� ������ DQG�QXPHURXV�ERRNV�RQ� D�YDULHW\�RI� VXEMHFWV��ZDV�
¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Books and Bookmen��)HEUXDU\�������7KH�VHFRQG�HGLWLRQ�RI�
The Saturnian Quest��WKH�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������LQFOXGHV�D�QHZ�
acknowledgement of source material, a list of errata�DQG�WH[WXDO�FRUUHFWLRQV��
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and a new Preface with a list of the author’s subsequent publications about 
JCP’s work – mostly essays and reviews,  some of which had already been 
collected in Neglected Powers���������DQG�RWKHUV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ODWHU�SXEOLVKHG�
in Visions and Vices���������7KH�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�The Saturnian Quest originally 
DOVR�LQFOXGHG�WKH�VXEWLWOH�µ$�&KDUW�RI�WKH�3URVH�:RUNV�RI�-&3¶��,Q�KLV�ERRN�
Wilson Knight praises Colin Wilson for making important contacts with 
Powys’s esoteric sexology��:LOVRQ�FRPPHQWV�LQ�KLV�UHYLHZ�RQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
UROH� WKDW�VH[XDOLW\�SOD\V� LQ�-&3¶V�QRYHOV��)UXVWUDWLQJO\�KRZHYHU�KH�GRHVQ¶W�
mention the source of the very interesting letters that he quotes from. Colin 
:LOVRQ¶V�UHYLHZ�LV�D�JRRG�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�H[LVWHQWLDO�FULWLFLVP�ZKLFK�KH�
SUDFWLVHG�IRU�LQVWDQFH�LQ�KLV�HVVD\�RQ�$OGRXV�+X[OH\�LQ�WKH�London Magazine 
LQ������DQG�KLV�ERRN�RQ�'DYLG�/LQGVD\�LQ�������

Wilson recommends The Saturnian Quest very highly, saying that 
Wilson Knight manages to capture the essence and essential spirit of JCP’s 
greatness. There are frequent references to JCP in Colin Wilson’s other 
work, including his book The Occult� �������DQG�D� ORQJ�DUWLFOH�DERXW�KLP�
in Aylesford Review�LQ�������VHH�1/����1RYHPEHU��������'HVSLWH�FHUWDLQ�
fundamental reservations about JCP’s writing Wilson held a high estimation 
of JCP as a novelist. 
&ROLQ�:LOVRQ�GLHG�LQ�������$Q�RELWXDU\�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter 81, 

March 2014. Wilson gave presentations at two Powys Society conferences: 
¿UVW�LQ������DQG�DJDLQ�LQ�������+LV�WDON�DW�WKH�FHQWHQDU\�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�JCP-
- the depth psychologist was however not received very well, but not for 
the reason he gives here – he was heckled and interrupted because his talk 
KDG�EHFRPH�LQFRKHUHQW�DQG�KH�KDG�GLI¿FXOW\�JHWWLQJ�KLV�SRLQWV�DFURVV��$W�
the 2002 conference he gave a talk on JCP entitled To Live in Two Worlds.

In his review of The Saturnian Quest Colin Wilson pays a warm personal 
tribute to Jeff Kwintner and the Village Press: the excellent Jeffrey Kwintner, 
reminding us that Wilson was also a member of Jeff’s coterie of writers 
�ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� ,DLQ�6LQFODLU�±� DOVR� DW� WKH������0LOO¿HOG� FRQIHUHQFH�� WKDW�
-HII� JDWKHUHG� DURXQG� KLP� LQ� WKH� ����V�� DLPHG� DW� IRXQGLQJ� D� QHZ� FRXQWHU�
FXOWXUH��5HOHYDQW�WR�RXU�IRUWKFRPLQJ�PHHWLQJ�LQ�'HFHPEHU�WR�GLVFXVV�-&3¶V�
ERRN�RQ�'RVWRHYVN\�DUH�:LOVRQ¶V�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ� WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�PRUELG�VH[XDOLW\�DQG�HYLO� LQ�'RVWRHYVN\�DQG�-&3¶V�
fascination with these themes in his own work. This review has an historical 
VLJQL¿FDQFH�DV�LW�UHÀHFWV�D�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�SHUIHFWO\�SRVVLEOH�
WR�UHIHU�FRQ¿GHQWO\�WR�D�QHZ�Powys industry and declare optimistically that 
books about JCP were now beginning to pour off the university presses.
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Books for Sale
Powys, J.C.
A Selection from the Poems��/RQGRQ��0DFGRQDOG��������1R�':��([�OLE��£10.00
Letters to Nicholas Ross��/RQGRQ��%HUWUDP�5RWD��������(GLWHG�E\�$UWKXU�8S¿HOG�ZLWK�D�QRWH�IURP�KLP�WR�
µ$XVWLQ¶�RQ�IIHS�DQG�D�FRPSOLPHQWV�VOLS��':���£25.00
Photographic print of JCP in very old age. From Bernard Jones collection. VG. £15.00 pf.
(With Llewelyn) Confessions of Two Brothers��/RQGRQ��6LQFODLU�%URZQH��������9*�9*��.HQQHWK�
Hopkins’s signature on endpaper. £15.00
Miller, Henry, The Immortal Bard�>-&3@��9LOODJH�3UHVV�Q�G���3DPSKOHW��*RRG��£10.00 pf.
Powys, Llewelyn
A Baker’s Dozen��/RQGRQ��-RKQ�/DQH��������9*�9*��£15.00
A Pagan’s Pilgrimage, /RQGRQ��/RQJPDQV��������,QVFULEHG�E\�$O\VH�*UHJRU\�WR�-��5HGZRRG�$QGHUVRQ�
ZLWK�D�TXRWH�IURP�WKH�:LVGRP�RI�6RORPRQ���QG�,PS��������1R�':��£30.00
Ebony and Ivory��+DUPRQGVZRUWK��3HQJXLQ��������VW�WKXV��3DJHV�EURZQHG��£8.00
So Wild a Thing, Letters to Gamel Woolsey, %UXVKIRUG��2XW�RI�WKH�$UN�3UHVV��������9*�9*�£20.00
Powys, T.F.
Black Briony, /RQGRQ��&KDWWR�	�:LQGXV��������st�HG��µ,QVFULEHG�µ9�6�3ROORFN�IURP�$53�����¶��*RRG��1R�
':��£45.00
Kindness in a Corner��/RQGRQ��&KDWWR�	�:LQGXV��������9*�9*�£25.00
Uriah on the Hill��&DPEULGJH��0LQRULW\�3UHVV��������3DSHU�ZUDSSHUV��&RYHU�EURZQHG��/RRVH�VWLWFKLQJ��
£10.00 pf.
TFP associated material
�%RWK�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ORRN�DV�LI�WKH\¶YH�EHHQ�NHSW�LQ�D�EDUQ��
Westroppe, John Jayne, Strange Tales and Stray Songs��(SSLQJ��/��)RUVWHU�-RQHV��>����@��%RRN�RI�
poems sent by the author to TFP, with inscribed compliments slip and ALS. Cover and covers very poor, 
FRQWHQWV�FOHDQ�DQG�JRRG��DQG�DSSDUHQWO\�XQUHDG���£15.00
Bage, Robert, Hermsprong��7XUQVWLOH�3UHVV��������3RRU�FRQGLWLRQ��ZDWHU�VWDLQHG�DQG�WLOWHG��,QVFULEHG��µ7R�
Theodore with love from Alyse. Christmas 1952’. Theodore’s last Christmas.£15.00
Gregory, Alyse
‘Benjamin Constant’ in Horizon, September 1942. Covers stained and a bit battered. Clean contents. 
£8.00
So Wild a Thing, Journals 1923-48��%UXVKIRUG��2XW�RI�WKH�$UN�3UHVV��������9*�9*�£20.00 
$UWLFOH�RI���SS�RQ�*UHJRU\�E\�*HRUJH�6LPV��$%05��1RYHPEHU�������£8.00
Woolsey, Gamel
Collected Poems��1RUWK�:DOVKDP��:DUUHQ�+RXVH�3UHVV��������,QVFULSWLRQ��9*�9*��£20.00
Middle Earth��SRHPV���1RUWK�:DOVKDP��:DUUHQ�+RXVH�3UHVV�������3DSHU�ZUDSSHUV�9*�£15.00
Other
Marks, Herbert H., Pax Obbligato���LOOXV��-RKQ�)DUOHLJK���/RQGRQ��&UHVVHW�3UHVV��������9*�9*��£20.00
Potocki of Montalk, One More Folly, Plush, Mélissa Press, n.d. Usual poor state. £10.00 pf.
Wilkinson, Louis, Bumbore: A Romance, North Walsham, Warren House Press, 1980. £12.00 pf.

-XGLWK�6WLQWRQ�����&DWWLVWRFN�5RDG��0DLGHQ�1HZWRQ��'RUVHW�'7���$*���������������
MXGLWKVWLQWRQ#P\SRVWRI¿FH�FR�XN���3RVWDJH�LQODQG��XQOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHG�����IRU�RQH�ERRN�����IRU�WZR�RU�
more. Overseas orders charged at cost. Scans available on request. 


